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A{ghans Continue

Wierce I‘whi:mﬁ

By Robert H. Reid
Aszociated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan, Jan. 2——So—
viet troops were reported today to
have thrown tanks and sophisticated
attack helicopters against Moslem reb-
‘els in fierce fighting about 100 miles
‘northwest of Kabul, the cap)tal city.

Western diplomatic sources said the
Soviets were believed to be encounter-
ing sharp resistance in rugged Bamian
Province, a stronghold of anti-Marxist
tribesmen. Information about the bat-
tles came from mur dlffex ent Western
embassies. :

. “There are saxd to be many casual-
", ties on both sides.” one diplomat said
“of the Bamian fighting.

[The new Soviet-installed Afghan
president, Babrak Xarmal, ignoring
violent protests abroad against Mos-
cow’s role insthe. strategic country,
said he would request more defense
‘aid from. Moscow, Vietnam and Cuba
‘to root out “all enemies” of his- gov-
‘ernment, Radio Afghanistan reported,
accordlna to- Umted; Press Interna-
tional] =~ oo ¢ '3,'_

Soviet troops, . who invaded \f"ham
stan last Thursday, also were in the
wastern Afzhan city of-Herat;-about
60 miles from the western border with
Iran. and in Jalalabad, about 50 miles
from the eastern border -with Paki-
“stan, Afghan and Western sources said, .

Throuvhout the coun'ry the ‘task
‘facing Soviet troops was complicated
by snowy- conditions. and -rocky -ter-
rain. There. are- no. roads. ' through
‘many of the mountains. -A.-foot . of |

. snow is on the ground here, and’ some
mountainiite covered by several feet .
of snow, swe ‘_. A

woo - - mi T

. Tt has been 1mnossnble for Joumal~ -
1sts to: canﬁu:m :the- reports of flaht-
ing outsigg;Kabul.--Afghan. officials .-

have bﬁeno"tummg most. Western rem
*porters away.upon- arrival at the air- -
port andthe’ few who have entered- -

R A

Af"hamstzn»have been barred from.
going besphy - the- capital . city.. Ofti-.
cials deported 13- 10umahsts today, m-
cluding me.-» DTl ey

Despxteaeports of sharp fxdhtmc in
the  counf¥yside;-..Kabul. itself was..
quiet today.-The last -major disturb:
ance was late. Sunday near the o££1ces
of Radio Af,,hamstan but several peo-: |
ple . who-. left . Afghanistan reported

- hearing sporadic gunfire yesterday., -4
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Windows at the West German Eme-
bassy were shot out during the fizht-
ing Sunday, which is believed.to have
involved Soviet and dissident Afghan
‘Army units; accmdma to W estem dip-
lomats. .

Last weekend, reporters ~ here
watched vast columns of light tanxs,
peraonnel carriers and trucks loaded
with Soviet troops streaming “out of
the capxtal for the provinces.

Two SOVIet tanks remained parked
in front of the offices of Radio Afghan-
istan. Soyigfzsoldiers dressed in bulky
brown jaekets and thick fur caps
stand guard, at the post office, Inte-
rior Ministry and other 1mportant
buildings. *

Kabul : Intemahonal Alrport was
ringed by Soviet troops and tanks. .

Afghan police control traific, and
unarmed jAfghan troops are manning
the roa(bblock near the airport, but
there aremsew signs that the. Afghan
Army is fapgtioning as an 1mportant

fighting “Foxce alonﬂalde the Sov;et :

A"

LrOOPS. i
An est-mated 33 000 to 49 000 Sovwf
troops ale:aae'hnved to be in Afghani-
stan, and*xgyeral thousand more are
reportedly poised near the Soviet-Af-
ghan border in case they are needed.
In Kabul, Afghan soldiers were
seen wandering around the streets—
mostly witlout weapons—or standing
guard at military garrisons or govern-
ment buildings. Soviet officers could

be seen Irisile the walls of two mili- |

tary garrisons near the airport.
Although~new Cabinet: ministers’

have : beemr—named. the government

ministries are not functioning, report.

edly because bureaucrats fear purges.

Soviets were said to be filling ke\'
slots in the Interior ’\Ixmstxy and
other important posts, diplomats said.’
No_‘mail has been delivered since
the coup,- Afghan sources said,. and
two of the city’s three telephone ex-
changes do not work. There are no tel-
- ephone or telex Imks to foreign coun-
tries.
“The c1ty phome system was. “de-
stroyed in the opening minutes of the t
-coup - by a satchel.:charge, ‘evidently
set by a .Soviet soldier to.signal the
start of the offensive, The explosion
_blew an enormous hole. in.ihe street
‘at the post and . telegraph -buildingz.
-and Soviet soldiers were repalrmc’ the
damade New Year’s Day. . ..
~Xarmal unveiled- his' -new govern-
ment today and promised tg “abolish !
all ~antidemocratic »and -antihuman !
evulatxons » release . political pmson-I
-ers and “respect the sacred puncxples
of Islam.”

As_the ngxeta cgnsahdated 1heu'

‘domned the Soviet incursion.

hold on the country Karmal publicly i
atta.cked his predecessor Hgfiznngh:
Amm, as. “a CIA agent” and “schem-

Aing spv.” Amin wae evecnited dnrino.

. viet tanks with guns trained on Aif-

(
coup, pubhshed the text of Karmal’ ,.
speeci last night ot Af shan televi-
sign. It was his urst televisinn appear- |

ance since the takeover and he stlu
has not appeared in public, accurding
io diplomats nere.

Dlplomatxc sources said Warmal had
evidently not returned o Aiznaui. !
stan, reportediy jrom Czecnoslovakia,
until last weekend. ‘

During the speech, Karmal pled: ged !
to restore human rights, reiease politi-;
cal prisoners jailed umler Amin and.
resvect Islam, to which §3 pevcent of !
Afchans ascribe.

e also said (he government wep
comes “ihe national, Islamic, anti- 1m-3
peralist” revolution - in nexahbormo!
Iran, whose government has con-

News
opments:

Karmal was quoted on the official
Radio Afghanistan as saying he would
request even more cdefense aid from i
Moscow and Soviet allies until opposi-
tion to his rule is completely put
down. ¢

“\Ve announce to the world that as
long as the enemies of Af: <hanisian do
not refrain from interfeving with our
sovereizn territory, we . .. siall ask

for futher - assistance from tha!
U.S.S.R. and other peace-lovingTcoun-:
tries,” Karmal said. i

“We shall ask for .. help !
from . . . Vietnam, Cuba, .»\nvoza, the{
L}

serrices repor‘ed these devel-!

Pa! e:tmnn Arab peopie and others,
he was quotad as saying. ‘We shall
not back down.”

A Radio Afzhanistan broadcaat alsm
urged the 400,000 Aighan xefugees who :
fled the country during the rule of
Amin to return home. \Io:t are living-
in Pakistan or Iran.

Travelers crossing the Afvham bor-ﬁ
der into Pakistan veported seeing So~(

ghan garrisons, accordmd to the \Ian-
“chester Guardian.

Other travelers said the Durulaman
Palace, where Amin.reportedly. was*
killed, appeared to be completely de-
_stroyed. The palace, on the souther:
edge of Kabul, reportedly was the
scene of 2a_major battle at th° lee ot
the coup. : *

Diplomatie sources in \ew Delhi
said Soviet armored forces were mov-
ing from Kabul to Paktia- Province,
where a large anticommunist Moslem 1
rebel force was dug in. -z .0
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