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13 FE3 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

BURJECT: Mesting with Viee Admiral Joha €. Thach, USN, Depaty Chisf of
Nawal Office for Aly, regarding U-2 Carrier Capability, 10 February

1. At Caphain Cerald F. Colleran's suggeetion | met with Admiral Thach
in hkis office to bring Rim uwp to date on the cuzreat status of U2 carrier wiods,
plans for carriar qualifications tasts on the USS Ranger. 29 February and
following, and te glve him a glismpae into the future about hew we might —ake
use of the U2 carrior veraion, once tha capability is eatablished. Presest
at the moseting io Admiral Thach's office were, ia addition to Thach and
mmu. mﬁ Joha Fﬁ!ﬁ UsN OP &gﬁg and Rear A‘m‘?ﬂi ¥, F. 3&#&
USH, Chief of Aviation Plans for Adiiral Thagh.

& 1 wriefly sucamarized the plaa to date, and told Adesirsl Thach of our
taitlal carrier arrestmonts at Zdwards AFD and our success, and with
GColivaan’s assistance fllled him in on plamaing for the Ranger operation
{Waals Tule II) at the end of the month. | sald that if everything went well
we might have 5 two plane U-2 O capabllity shortly after the first of March.

3. 1 then spumazsted some of the various tatelligence requiremonts which
might well he fylfilied by the use of the U2 & i the carrier oparation, hﬁglming
15 March or tharesbouts. Ipecifically these were:

s 25X1

b.

¢. Baconnaissance of SEA {rom the South Ching 3en.

In discussing the above I aoted o Admairal Thach that we had advised
Adwmiral Felt last week of our carrier capebility and, that followiag instructions
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relayed to him &M‘ Ademiral Felt had ssat o message 25X1
s o Admiral Thach s fing the b ng and requestiag laformation on the

leglatics napests of the U-2 G carrier version. I gave a copy of this mesaage
te Admiral Thath in the mesting and he Indicated that he would scon have
Answers 1o the guastions, which he would relay to Felt via our channel once
;ere. '

4. Thach sald thai, in view of the publicity which would atitend the movemant
\ \ he foit it might be better 1o meet any commit~ 25X1
ments in that area by detaching what he called the “South China Sea carriers”
so 4o ihe job as an Individual, and presumably lees public, capadility. In o~
sddision to B possible tasks which 1 snumerated »’Mhm, ! mentionsd ‘
that it might well be feastbie to consider the use of |

25X1
| baee of emergeacy |

sparaticas in that aros as called out in 25X1
whaveln a statement was made that auch a capability for basing U-Z eperations ]

ageinat tsrgets should be brought to term, 25X1
|

$. Admizsl Thach thea raised with me the guastion of requirements 29X

of the Agency, noting that he was having lunch on 11 February with Dr. Fublal, ‘
at the latter’s reguest, to discuss acquisition of several {Thach said three) of
thess alre the Navy. Thach asked me particularly what the mission of
the alrcraft was, what territory they covered, waether 25X1
photography was tavolved, and Rew successful the program had been in the past. |
These guestions ! had ao difficulty dealing with, after which he expressed his
concorn lost the avy be deprived of 'with seither & com- 25X1
messurats dollay refund nor an add.on-buy the ead of the production line. 1 1
suplaioed 10 him that we, as responsible program officers far| | had 25X1
sufficient monies in the Flscal Year 1964 budget to actually procure 3
the twe alrcraft reguired fnitially. However, 1 teld him that in the budge:r
process the DNRO had dirscted that we remove) and ook to DOD 25X1
sbaaply for the airplanes rather Ban the money with which to buy them. 1 told
hin: that I had been coacersed for some months over the faet that, as far as 1
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kasw, a0 formsl notification had been given MHavy shout the decision reached at
the NRO isvel. Admiral Thach said he was certaln this was the subject of

Ris lvnch meonting with Dr. Fublsl e 11 Fehroary. Ia summary, the meeting
was swirsmely pieasant and there sppeared ts be no question that Thach would
e willing to support any requsst for directed smployment of the carrier

M*"&
JAMES A, CUNMINGHAM, JR,
Depaty Assistant Director
(Special Activities)
ec: DD/SkT
Distribution:
#1 - BDJIS&T

#2 « DIFAJOBA
#3 - D/ Tech/OSA
#4 - S8/08A
#3 - PS/OSA
#6 - ldealist Division
#7 - DAD/OSA
#8 + Chroao
#9 - RB/OSA
O/DAD/OSA /JACumningham/mem(i2 Feb 64)
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