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The Reagan adxmmstranon has de— vte'sted one of these eicplosions. the So-
cided not to-renew: negotlatlons on'a:’ viets ‘blandly rephed that they were:
cemprehensive nuclear testban _pend:.: “‘not-at fault.” > Sk 1
ing efforts to improve: venfu:atxon of - These were* not the largest’ Sovxet
the threshold test ban.it.is current]y tests some have been in- the 300<kilo-
absemng This- represents a first hes-. - ton‘range. ‘But probablhty curves. are
itant. step.away from the whole notion: - asymptotic never reachmg absolute
of negotiating: arms. agreements. with ¥
the Soviet Union. As the thresho!d test
ban particularly: ulustrates the'arm
controlprocess. has.by now, become: &
parody of itself. ' :

Techmcallyﬁ therkthreshold test ba.n :
treaty is still pending..It was signed.jn’ .. _.Sa we protestm pnvate but do.not
1974, but 'Senate ratification was never - go’ ‘public accusing the Soviets of a vi-
pushed by the leon' or‘Ford adminis— -olation. Since we can-never-be totally’
trations.--The  Caiter- -administration certain, *~we. ,refram from - public
withdrew it from-Senate confxrmatmn .charges | that might “dxsrupt" tun;her g
fedrmg that ratification of ‘a threshold - alms necotlations. R R E

test ban would interfere. with its- ef-" At some pomt we're going to- have
forts to negotiate.a. comprehensive: ‘to stop kidding ourselves. ‘We_ now
ban. But both the UU.S. and the Soviet * have in hand the spectacular Soviet
Union issued pledges to-abide by the” violations " of ‘the biological weapons
unratified treaty—just as the Reagan convention. The reasonable conclusion
administration “now' promises not to -has to be that they have systemati-
“undercut™ the unratified SALT-IL “* ' ca)y Violated the threshold test' ban
- In backgrounding-the press on_the as well. While the terms. of SALT-I
test” ban-problems, - administration . are so vap-ue it’s almost |mp0551blp to.
spokesmen ‘are using' guarded lan-. “yiglate?” them, the Soviet deployment
guage' " concernifig- doubts * .about - © of massive throw-weight in the $S-19
whether we ‘can " verify that 30"19‘7, ‘missile.vitiated the essential bargain
tests fail within the 150-kiloton thresh-" jnvolved. ‘In SALT-1I, the issue of:the
old allowed by'the- unratified treaty. " Backfire 'bomber . was “settled” by

ut verifying the treaty.is not our Chajrman- Brezhnev handing .. Presi-
problem at all. We- have verified. it. . " dent Carter an unsigned paper prom-
The Russians. . are--cheating... Now . ising not to give the bomber intercon-

what? tinental range—a ca abili 1t alread
"The rezason’ for the * guarded lan- had g P ty v

guage is that the SEISmlC data used* These k.l]'ldb of neaot]at]ons mani-
for verification ‘are .recorded in the. .festly -deserve-'to be disrupted-not
relativistic language of probabilities.: | least to “preserve :some chance of
We can record a seismic shock, and meaningful arms control if the Soviets
translate this into a probablllty that " ever come to feel they must bargain
the explosion was: within' some* given - - seriously. The administration’s critics
range of possible yields: For this rea- “are‘saying that its deferral of any
son, the U.S. keeps its.tests, well below comprehensive test:ban talks medir it |
the threshold, observing‘a design- limit+jg not serious about arms control::But |
of 130 kllotOnS to make Clear"we have, i thehopposne lS tme_a Senous ap_
coreplied with. the 150-kiloton' limit." " proach:to arms’control demands a re-
The Soviet tests, by contrast, have fusal to; negotxate new -treaties “while
repeatedly . produced prima facie’vio-- ¢ :old .0nes. are ‘béing broken. The ques-
lations. In two 1979 tests,,for example,” ™ tion .that: needs 'to be -asked is how
our monitors indicated explosions be-,. with the Soviets’ developing blologxcal
tween 110 and 440 kilotons.: The most “weapons‘and supplying. ‘‘yellow rain” §
likely yield was 220 kilotons; and the: - - t0 "their- puppets the administration
probability of a yield-of more: than150 ‘-canu]ustxfy any arms negotlatmns at
was 82%. When the‘ Amencans pro- .
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