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By John Berthelsei

) Bee Staff \Writer .
Looking back, it was almost incvita’
ble: As the dark mood of America

sec-sawed toward a p ;rrhic peace in
Vielnam, war began {o leave the com-
ic strips.

I oonly seems a few Sundays ago

- when they were all on land, in the sky

or on the sea, keeping America sale,

' Up in the Wild Blue Yonder were
Col. Steve Canyon, Naval Cmdr, Buz
Sawycr and Lt Col. Terry T.oe and his

. Pirales, At sea, one of the most hand-

some naval officers of them all, Don

. Winslow, was kecping the flect ship

shape.
And

on the ground, the Marines’

© Capl. Magg and th\ Ariny's Green Be-

- general are
iy jets
Jdntelligence - in ploin coths

“married,

rets were charging through the hoon-
docks, machine-guniing Lordes of en-
emies -- dll-{o-often  with sinister
smiles and Asian Ioatm'ox.

'va‘g(’

Imt now Steve Cenvon hes gone &
a1 as'he can, Je didn’t finish c:ol]oge,
o his chances of heing promoted o
e glim. And he's too old to
s. He has shiftod to An Force

i

Lile Steve, Buz Sowyer is ] appily
with a couple of kids. He'is
an internctional private cye, chief of
a staff of g].ob“’mumg
called Troublezhoctors, Inc. MHe isn't
even {lying in the Naval Reserves.

iNe

: Teny L'm is still on active duly,
s hut
« since he is usually on special ass

in uniform

ign-

he rarcly appears

ment or extended leave,
The Green Berels shifted from Asia

 {o other parts of the globg, then dis-

, appeared
TFlazg and

altogelher.
2on Winslow,
In fact, just about the only major
military figure in uniform today is
slapstick, slicksleeve Pvt. Beetle Bai-
ly, pursuing his own privale war with
the Army in Camp Swamnpy, unimped-
ed by cither heroism or esprit de

So did  Capt.

corps. -

Casualtics
In a very real sense, all except Bee-
tle are casualtics of the Vietnam War.
And Beelle never went ncar the
place: o
“It’s  quite snnpl says George
Wundor, illustrator for l‘erry and the
Pirates. “This Vietnam War thing is
very unpopular, Since we're in the

deloctiv VOS,

“because of thal attitud

point in doing (he sort of stories (hat
.are nol going to be favorably re-
ceived.” :

Wunder says he hasn’t been ashed
to keep Terry

by a clienl newspaper
out of ur.,un in.

“He still
is a leutenant colone! in the
Feree,” Lic says, “Bul T haven’t }
doing stories along {his line. I have
been doing those thal take place
when he is on leave, or on assignment
where the slery itself is not con-
cerned with military duty.”

"Roy Crane, who once scooped tha
entire Saigon press corps by poriray-
ing a Nav al ‘special forces-dype unit in
Vietnain  when war  correspondents
could not reveal the fact, seys “ib was
guite a relief {o gel
confinement of having Buz in the mil-
itary.” . :

Crane: adds, however, {hat he lost
some of his 550 elient papers )JuU"”C
Buz changed info civvies:

“Indianapolis, Louisville, Copen-
hagen, Stocitholm, Buenos Alres = T
darm neay lost 09 or 23 Canadien pas

Alr

oen

pers. 1 oonly saved them hecause Jj
{alked personally with the head of the
chain.

“A couple of years before 1 teok
Buz out, I transferred him {o the CIA
for awhile, then T mede him @ {rouble-
shooter,”

Milton Caniff, whos¢ Steve Canyon
was perhaps the king of the flvboy
f]{*UIC‘% sces this civilian shift as the
perigee of a cycle of wntimilitarisin os
cld as the United States ifsclf,

“I've lost a few paperg since anti-
militarisin began {o arise specifically
c. We've gotten
editors to admit this is the case, and
some didw’t have to admit it. They
told us.”

e sces the comic ;trip as a sensi-
five baromeler of the mood of the
pﬂoplo He first hecame aware of the
growing disenchantient when an edi-

tor of a paper in Salem, Ore.,, can-
ccled.
“Being close {o a collcéfc town had

1. 99

somaething Lo do with it, T think,” Can-
iff says. The eancellzlion was cloar ¢v-
idence for him that America was fed
up with the war long before the gov-
ernment sensed it.

At lcast partly for that
Steve B's kissin' cousin Potcef,

reason,

vplo-date issues as diug

to &1l intents end purposes

o/

away from the

jours:
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natist and recent gradnate of Maumice

U, appears often to showease such
abuse and

student protest,

Purkish Lelight :

Steve himself will be back in wii-

form briefly Oct. 4 too grect his old

bosg, Gen. Tiligree ot the Pentagon.
’J‘hcn he will be off again ~ in mum _

- chasing opium poppy farmers who
A templ 1o elude Turkish police by .
moving over the border Lo grow their
crops in a satellite Cornmie countyy. ¢
The Air Yoree, he 82y, under-,
stands the reaction (ga,ms: the uni-
form “better than anybody.” '

“Canyon in uniform s a day-
afler-Gay rocruiting poster. But they
vnderstand  why.,  They've  heen

{hrough this before.”

Bul, says Mort Walker,*creator of
the hugely successful Yeetle Bailey
(1,200-plus papers):

“T haven't really seen any 101c110n
T really expeeted to have to take him
out of uniform and put him in a ma-
chine shop.

“1 don’t know wl at the reason is,
but 7 think it’s beeause a lot of people
doi’t cven associate my strip with the
military. IU’s mostly about pcoplc The

ing their story, {0o0.”

Tndeed. 'The cook, the sarge, the ju-
venile delinquent and {he shdvctazl
Jicutenant, La\' heen important mem-
bers of the cast of probably cvery ba-
sic training oulfit in Amcrican histo-
Ty, -
“I never wanted to get too serious,
I wanted to keep personal opinion out
of the strip,” Walker says. But a cou-
ple of years ago he put a few peace
pickets at the gales of Camp Swampy
and his younger readeis raised a fuss,

“They said I was making fun of
something thal 'was a very serious af-
fair,” Wa]kor remembers. “I never
did it again.’ !
Neither did he ever send Beetle to
walwrmldug him })(,Ihi]]n the most
suceessful soldier of them all.

\/}) zople in the mlhtary think it is tell-
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