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-Xf you present a World

as \l c does,

This is " just what NEC
Uxm ereal Studios did. On Tues-
day night NBC presented the con-

cluding instalbment: of “Van-'
Jished,” produced by Universal,
which was billed as the first

four- hour movie made for tele-
Lvision, The first mxwllmont Was
“televised Monday cvening.
“Vanished,” based on Fletcher
“Knebel's ]‘IGS suspens2 novel of
the same title, which was a best
sclley, was an unusual 1Y event,
But in a way, all the plamning

Richord Widmark
] Portreys the President
and elements that went into the

production, covering a span of
two years befora 1t got on the

TV screen, overshadow the end
product, the film itself,
As a movie, “Vanished” had

" lots of suspense. It was a slick
p1oduct10n_'md in the first half,
suspanse was piled on to the
point of' almost shatteving credl-
bility. The last half of the show,
of course, explained evcryt‘ning,
but it took $o long to reach this
point that all the stlspcnse then
scenied quite wanufactured’
‘rat'nnr than accepta lﬂy plausible,
“Large Prefoct
But “Vanished” could lrardly be

a2 dud, There were so many. eles
“ments. of built-in | excitement:
“Richard Widmark nlakmo‘ his TV
dvama debut dn the role of the
“Irvesident of the United States;
“the-.mysterious disappearance of
a per sonal friend and top adviser
to tae President and the bLl\Y)lclOIl

that he defected top p?e‘- / q
nErigu

munists; Washington

(lj,o”u yesterday's

T viser;

f?

l(llc editions, )

Presniere movie every week,

how do'you meke one World Premicre stand
out over all others? Answer: make it twice as
televise it in two fnstallments. | .
and !

Iolg and

1igh levels including a Senal
seandn]l about the Preaident a
his missing advisaor.

NBC and Univevsnl
mwove theairical razzle d
to the “Vanished” project tnan
any  other made-Tor-I'V. movic
has experienced, Universal paid
125,000 for TV rights tlo the
novel and spent more than
$2 million to produce the movie,
Cooperetioq was oblamed from
the Depariment of Defense, Ajr
Force, Navy and Marine Corps.
T'ne producers also had the use
of the Presidenls. plane, Air
Foree One, and a nueleay abvrerait
arvier (Kitty ITawk) in waters
off San Dicgo. -
Inipressive Crst

In front of this gig
]mpnw ive CANVEs,
producer David Vi c
ducer David I, (’Comnell a
bled a2  huge cast, incI!_mm_«;'
James TFarentino as the Pucsi:
dent’s pross secretary; Skye An-
brey as the secretory and ploy-
mate. for tvu, press  seerclary;
Arthur Hill as the missing o:
l\omnu Young
schemin o »uh_(m, o G2
~as head of Lne CI.,,
Parker as the
the advizer and William Shatner
as a relentless digger of nows
on the White House beat.

All these roles commanded at-
tention, but really getting to know
the charvacters was diff

and

vantic

or and pro-

a3
wrsha “

cult, They
were there more as a device to
manipulate suspeuse rather than
o reveal themselves, )
Nemualnod Seerotive
During the fivst three hours
of “Vanished,” Richard Widmark
did not seemr to be the most effec-
tive President the country could

bel’s novel and -Dean Reisner’s
sereenplay, he bad to refrain--:
over and over again—from mak-
ing any comment about the dis-
appearatce. of "his top. advisers
Tiven when the press secrefary
ialmost ripped asunder by the
Washing;ton presa corps, pleaded
for confidential information, the
President declined to give it, say-

ing merely it would all come, ou_t

well in the end. It did.
Young Switeh

In such a huge cast, which also
included Robert Iooks, Murtvay

3 CIA-RDP88-

serving only himself,

&
mil.mit.y whip who secks to ra ise.
nd

cnlive.

',}r;anor'
aleoholic wife of

have. By the very natuve of Kne-'

[~ A CQ [ S

\)@\\

. ‘. . ,.‘

. & ?(Lu-ml\t\ Va
, Wag 1o reg{li e 0@ Q)Q%cg001'9
Iur interest, however, Was, the

switeh in 1\)1("b of Robort Young
* from lowab!e Marcus Welby to
a purc ly opportun zenator

Give eredit- to Buzz Tulik for
the monstrous job he had:in di-
recting the movie, A major flaw
iz that “Vauighed” was much too
. long. The relatively gmall TV
sereenn does mob cry out for
panoramic theater, | "
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