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“THE YEAR OF THE YOUNG REBELS. By Stephen’

i
B,

. Spender. Random House, 186 pp. §4.95, o o
"By Alfred Kazin . oL

"Nothing in years has 80 disturbed and enlivened old :
liberals, radicals, rebels, as the current “youth unrest.”
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", generalion, who had a right to expect quiet and re- ¢

:.i themselves in constant battle with students, colleagues,
' »wives, children, over THEM. TIEM is that unanticipated .
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1 'spect for learning, tradition, propriety, property, who '
i Dean’s office, scream “Racist!” at anyone who doesn't -

' and apply moral pressure in ways that turn every dis- .

! young, -the: militantly radical young, the unrestingly *.
young — make old rebels feel guilty. Obviously ours is *

{=- The worst of it is, the young — the prqfc-;ssidn"aﬂy,f;'
I
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i. member of the class of *69: “Why are you rorc moral,

“ 80 immersed in your own lives. We can do things, and '
I hope fiftcen years from now, when the others are maks"’
|+ ing new demands, we will atill have the flexibility to .
4wl consider them,” -
.. 1.+ The “young" make the others feel guilty because they .
" are still the party of hope and so of action, not the party '
¥ of failures and excuses. “They” make “us” fecl guilty
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"’f' - nology justifics and makes possible some lightening of
.|+ traditional oppression: which has always been Utopia.
= fz " The young shame those too concerned with owning,.

i .t saving, securing, bossing —— with trying to mend or to.

I " are heir to. Whereas the young thrive on crisis, sl
B . . . [ . .

. ... Ancicnt protesters and solid anti-Communists of my ™

~ spected professorships after having been disappointed: N
" in every social ideal except making moncy, now- find

now a race apart, who say rude things to teachcrs in pri- -
- vate as well as to administralors in public, show no re-"

perversely attack the “Pentagon” by. occupying the .
.believe in open enrollment from Negro high schools,.

. agreement into a test of social morality., v

still an idealistic nation, for why clse should the young's *
“ideals of total social justice and racinl togetherness . -

" have such a shaming eflcct on the middle-aged? A Bos- | 3
ton business man, Harvard "44, said the other day to a*

.. than your mothers and fathers? Are-your parents so:
_crass? Am I s0 devoid of sympathy for the poor?” The |
1, young devil replied: “We have more time. You are

.« because at least they believe that the age of super-tech-

.4, ,otave off one of the thousand crises that the “securo” .

.
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phalanx for radicalizing America, the student radicals, :;
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of swdent views and activ

’:3‘, Gabriel Gershy
TrZ YEAR OF THE VOUNG REBELS. By Stepnen
Spender. Ranc.om House. §4.95; paperback, $1.95.

American student activists would regard Stcpuen
€1 Jer as a 1eacuom.ry For there is no reactionary

2 the one wio azs iived through the agonies of the

and who has 1aken the present studeal revolts as

den, unexpecied revival of Lis own youthful -
ams. Yei for ¢
ongress of Cuiiural Freedom, Spender has written a
i zr.ut illaminates the “meaniag of the swdent
(0nS At have convaisdd s6 many universities.
i5 buok consists of four l‘ﬂyl'(.a jonistic descrintions
ities in New York, Pazis,
Prague and 3erlin, conciuding with three chaplers in ‘
which Bz attempis 10 make sease of it all. Un-
forwnately, errspepaed amony these chapters ave

such irrelevancies as o memento on his bafilement at
the Encunter-CJA alfair, to illustrate the *“‘cynicism of
aovernmaenis.”

At Columbia Univ u':.;y Sueader was asked whether
the student revéit of last spring reminded him of the .
Jp;r.ish Civil Wear in which he hud been deeply involv-

and ne tells us that | it c.xd in certain ways. He racn-™
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tions small parailels like tie passionate telcpuomno ',

and the fiow of n.(:,;ge., and mes en,'_',er.,. Bot in &
more important way Speader seems to be reminded of |
Spuin wiwn he ussumces that — now as then - revolu-
tonary Idesiism is an e.xp...m.on of youth and will
vield to dizitlusionment with the passage of time.,
Spender believis that whatover the course followed
by the administration at Columoxa during the cone
vaision, ihe resuit
clal and psychologicul reasons many students want

/
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Yl
vacweass will publish book re-

ta?
s

v % sepmement beoln coverage in speciul
vnal fusucs of .loc.. Waee on June 8, June 22,

437 15 und Avg V7 wnd in Fumily Manszine each
—.’w»-« Lay. Fulisscale publication of Bouk Weck

will resun g

would have been the same. For so-

and continuing thrcugh the ...

all this and his assoclation with the |
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. ‘,2“10(.“112“1"’ and personzlizing the issues and, above ..l....
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.. dn the form of Stulinist prisons and Red censorsl
.+ While the Rudds, Dutschkes and Cohn-Bendits behaved " ' 0 ’

- interierence, He argues that if the ravolutionists con-

o humaneness and breadlh of vision are equal to the:
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-such confrontation, defining tnumaclves througil ane;
tagonism to Use unlversity., Here, as in other univais

- ties, he found studonis eschewing longe range pom.... "

SStrutegy like that of student movements of tha 2 1930, :
Aulicving in spontancity. Ricts, sit-ins, the oce upation of ).

dnu'lamus — all have talken the place of o*n.‘unt‘on-,
_&nd program ¢ and often seem to relieve the sense of. - ,
frustration exacerbated by the difficultics of explaining ' “
wawhy i s felt,

With anderstanding and compassion, Spender n.-,; )
counts the dezcxmmatzo‘) of the students of Prapue to- .
win the very iiberly and aftivence the idcologues of tlu,.-' ,
West reject. It upsets him that the Wevtcm New Left”
disgriced itself by cviticizing the Crech experiment v
"dar D(.ncc whici believes that [reedom can be bum ‘
into a Communist system that shakes off the legacy of. CLoet
.SL‘]..uhm. To others, however, the plight of the Czc.c“ L e S
U student underlined the NATIOWNESS of the New Lelt's b .
preaccupations, for the Cuzech students faced enermies | ) T '-\- MU

P, ' A '

like modern counterparis of Bakundinist romantics for ;
whom even 1\"'*».' and Lenin had contempt. ‘ :

So sympath etic is Spender’s treatment of the m-\ T
deal revolt that some may regard ths final comlus.on i
as naive. He believes that perpetual revolutionisis can ; ' e
“¢co-exist with serious acadentics, makiag a pact of non-! L RS '

centraled on fmportant social issues like 0\"\.“". . Pt
"population and city planning instead of ill-defined: S .

" vevolutionary aims or teiviai jssues like umvasxty! . L e

. digeipline, such co-existence might be vnseful. . I .
Whelhor one agrees with this formula for student | X .

© peace, the book should be savored for the pleasure of ;

ity fringe benciits: an account of Allen Ginsberg s

" the hippies, o brief but succingt pom.ut of prewar Ox- N

ford un(., nore important, an examination of ob:,cm'\ ot

Journalism, an oifshoot of the studeat vevolution. All D
this adds up to u stimulating appraisal of tha :,tuc.uu !
vevoil by tidaie- agcd intelicctual, whow .

a

complexily of the subject, .. ,. .. -,

\

Ganriel Gmmz leaches @i Lony Island University . p
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The Year

- Rebels

200 pp. New York:
Random House. $4.95.
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By JACK NEWFIELD

For some mysterious reason, per-
haps psychological, perhaps literary,
two women — Susan Sontag and
Mary McCarthy — have written the
two most honest and moving books
I have read about North Vietnam.
‘Similarly, the most evocative and
perceptive prose I have read about
the new student radicalism, oddly
enough has come from cultural and

Ahterary figures, rather than from

political or educational ones. I have
in mind Norman Mailer’s “The Ar-
mies of the Night,” essays by Richard
Poirier and Martin Duberman pub-
Jished in the Atlantic magazine, and
‘this gentle, wise book by the poet
.and critic, Stephen Spender.

The reason, I suspect,
'Spender and the other writers can
.see the personalities, confrontations
~and dreams of the young Left in:
larger than just its surface political
.dimension. Spender, for example,’
‘understands the cultural root of stu-
"dent alicnation, that they are trying
to change values and consciousness
rather than lay down a program and
seize state power. He understands
they are trying. to make revolution-
aries, rather than make a revolu-:
‘tion, that they are trying to create’

. a “parallel world,” in opposition to’

consumer cultures in which things

"+ manipulate individuals. ‘
", Spender also brilliantly sees the

', symbolic,

stylistic, psychic and
mythic layers of their politics. He.

. - calls one chapter “The Columbia

Happenings,” grasping the important

. role spontancous anarchic energy'
 plays in the movement, He percexves

" how much of the movement is based
~ on gesture, myth and style, as well
as the movement's close and subtle.
relationship with the ideas of sexual

" liberation, popular and underground
culture and the thcater of the ab-
“surd. He knows the real political
significance of the epigrams and
. poetry chalked on the walls of the
fSorborme. He reminds us that the
phrase “Up against tgpvelectFor
is literary, and comes from the poct
LeRoi Jones. He comments on the

The
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" phetic

By Stephen Spcndcr.' v
" no “revolutionary situation” in the,

is that ’

New York Times Book Rev,
ﬂg388-0135

f significance of liberated sex, ob-
* scenity and the underground . press !
" as a kind of cultural politics.

Spender understands that the stu-

Nr. Newficld, author of “"A Pro-
Minority,” is a political ;
columnist for The Vxlhfv,c Voice,

dent occupations of Columbia and.
the Sorbonne were, since there is

West, “a revoluiion rechearsal, like
a war game.” Ile can sec this so-
clearly because he knows some things .
the students, with whom hé so sym- |
pathizes, do not yet know. He knows:
they are probably doorncd to faxlure.
And he knows they will soon grow’
old

“The Year of the Young Rcbels”
is divided into seven cha,,tcra The'
first four are {irst person, journal-
istic impressions of Spender's pil-
grimages to Columbia, Paris, Prague
and West Berlin, at the time of the
-student insurrectiong last year. The-
final three chapters are more specu-,
“lative and analytical. They explore.
the common threads of student move-.
ments, West and East, and they:
thoughtfully rebut some of the older’
critics of the students, particularly
.George Kennan and Zbigniev B:ze-
zinski.

The chapter on Columbia is lucxd
and fair-minded, without pretending
to expertise or a false solidarity with'
the activists. Spender is especially.
" astute in his obscrvations about the
black students, concluding: i

“Their behavior was maturer (pcr-
haps because they accepted the ad-

vice of older people) and less neu- .

rotic than that of the improvising:
white students. . . . The white stu-:
dents, as I have said, had a problem’
of identity which they resolved first
by being students, secondly, more
‘emphatically by being rebellious stus
dents. The black students, opposxte
here as in other respects, had a
problem of losing their ulcntxtyy

- through secgregation. Their identity| .

is, of course, immensecly real, in some!
ways the most real thing in Amcrica.
.« « « S0 if the ncurosis of the white
students is the fear that they have
no identity, the passionate search to

find one, that of the blacks is the ..

fear that they will lose theirs, and

..beyond ‘this the fear of 'actual ex

tinction.”
In his chapter on the Sorbonne,
Spender emphasizes the special

romantic and surrcalist quality of
the French students. He quotes the!
slogan “Imagination is Revolution,”:
as an e¢xplanation of why the stu-

§?§x‘at§lée par?’gs8 omcxﬁ %Q

P
munrsm ¥ He frequently quotes with!.

approval Daniel Cohn-Bendit, who

“hearsal or 4

'Uc/u--'gr.r\zﬂ T

qpc- neYVeawvy §
-—-!ﬂ\q_ K/DLLV\"‘, Rely e | PN
seems to remind Spender of the

anarchists he saw fighting in Spaitdoe .4.o¢.
30 years ago. !

The Czech students, however, are
the ones who won the author’s heart
without cavil or reservation, singe
they are the most heroic, ranst

. tolerant and the most rooted in real-

ity. Their movement was not a re-
game, but a now tragic
matter of life and death. They were
not fighting the materialisra of a con- .
sumer culture, or .the irpersonal
“ranipulations of a “formal democ-

Jracy,” but for the eclemental free-
"doms the students at Columbia and

the Sorbonne took for granted— .,
free speech, free assernbly, no cen-
- sorship.

Spender approves of most that is
really new and distinctive about this ~
internationalist generation of rebels:
their passion for coramunity, authen- . ;
ticity and participation; their rejec- - .
tion of all existing models, parties .
and dogmas of the Old Left, especial-
ly the Soviet Union; their efforts

"to strike alliances with the young

workers; their lack of selfishness,
and their perseverance despite the
absence of revolutionary situations. »
But he has one crucial, and I think_ :
_ justified, criticism to make. He wams
the young rebels repeatedly not to
destroy the university, not to see it
as a simple and vulnerable micro-
cosm of the larger society, He writes:
“students who attcmpt to revolu-
tionize society by first destroying

. the university are like an army which

begins a war by wrecking its own
basc. . . » Thus the militant students

.should accent the universitv as their

base. . . . without the university
there would be no students. The
position of the students, even as
agitators, depends on there being a
university. . . . To say, ‘I -won't
have a university until society has
a revolution,’ is as though Karl-Marx
“were to say, ‘I won't go to the read-
‘ing room of the British Museum un-
til it has a revolution.’ "

Stephen Spender has, of course,

-Jed 'a remarkable personal and pub-
‘lic carcer, He belonged briefly to

the British Communist party during

the 1930's. (His essay in the collec-

tion “The God That Failed” convinced

me personally, more than anything

clse written on the subject, of the
futility of Communist dogma, .of the
illegitimacy of the Communist notion :
of the end justifying the means.)J

- Later he was duped by the ClLA.,

while he was co-editor of Encounter.
He has survived these two potentially
embittering expericnces still a gentle
radxcal still a fine poet with a mod-
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living in a bad time. &
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