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TR submissivencss ‘and geod nature that ;

. Thisis il(’ ﬁf”L of 15 ea,cmp{?’ {7 OmeOIzZ?aw(I’ . “hid the deep despair inside the hearts !
' President Johuson’s bo olk, “The Vanlag of millions of black Americans. ‘ :
- Point,” an account of his j’))CSldulCJ, to bC . S0 there was nothing I could say to :
publzs hed s w,uy : . 'Gcne. Ilis: problem was also mine: as a .
et S Texan, a Southerner, and an American, :
“PYIE SULUGGLI' ¥OR JUSTICE . All these attitudes began to change ;
When T was in the Senate, we had an extra car in the mid-1850s and early 1960s,

{o take back to Texas at the close of each con-
‘gressional session, Usually my Negro employees—
Zephyr Wright, our cook; Helen Willioms, our
maid; and Yelen’s husband, Gene—dvove the car
1o th(, Ranch for us. -At that time, nearly tw enty
syears ago, 3t was an or deal to get an automobile
jrom YW at;‘nnrfton io 'l‘oxas~-thlee full days of-

With the Democratic victory in the f
1954 congressional clection, T was pro- :
‘moted frora Minority J.eader to Major-
ity Leader of the Senate. My national
responsibilities, as well as my ability
to get things done,-increased. I was
aware of the need for change inside
myself. :

hard cnvmpf those 1 I Gene if he would But nothing makes & man come o i
Ow one of those lrips I asked Gene il O grips more directly with his conseience :
faie my peagle dog with them in the car. T didu't than the Presidency. Sitting in-that ‘

thinl they would mind. Litile ] 3eagle was a friend-

ly centle dog.
Bul Gene hesitated, “Scnalm do we have 1o

alse Beagle?” _ e
“v’vll B exphnnol “Ulcl{-’s ho other way to get
* him te Texas e shouldf’t glw vou any trouble,

chair involves making decisions that
draw out & man's fundamental commit-
menis. The burden of his responsibil-
Aty literally opens up his soul. No
Jonger can he accept matters as given;
no longer can he write off hopes <md

AL - Y o) A : '

Gene “You krow Deagle loves you ! -\\J,) SN t» 6% £h } CRERTRT. needs as impossible,
1 hesitated. T didn't uﬂd(‘lutdnd I - "” T T 0 Inthal house of decision, the White
Bt Gene slill hesiia o AT e e e 2 Youse, a man beeomes his commits

\ e n hat’s {hie mat- . . rp e
100]"‘%‘1‘“{‘“‘{ “,1‘031’“\'3,1])3({1(1 11;,(110“,,((11\*‘0" What, Fhat Southern  heritege meant & mengs. He understands who he really
ler \L‘ 1y (tmlll n(‘; e?” s L great deal to me. It gave me a feeling is. He learns what he genuinely wanls
. elling v .
“ tnn S‘L‘iu sTowly. Tlere is the gist of what ne' of helonglng aud a sense of continuity. 10 be. " / Whion T sat i tl
i Ny , , . 4
had o say apell, Senator, iUs lough enovy Lo But it also created--sadly, but perhaps O%ol )OEE af O} meP v "i“ t;; i )110
. h wqehmf'tol {o Texns. WC inevitably—cortal T L, Ova jce after President Kennedy
got - dit the way from i inevitably—certzin pavochial feelings gi.q and reflected on civil rights, thore
howrs and hours. We gel hvn'ﬂ v, But RS ) 0 L I
drive for ‘-f! ! . ’6“ the ]qu we can stop und o that flared uypr Gefensively whenever Wwas 10 qpcr“on in my min r] as to what
,u}ues 1101(’]){:\(40 drive Som} more, Tt (f(,lis pretty Norlherners deseribed the Seuth as “a I would do. J knew that, ad President
31 nu Cf . LT e
hotﬂ We went to washup, But the only bathroom blot on owr national conspience” or “a ‘and as a man, I\ ‘ould use every ounce
l“c e allowed in is usually miles oif thell}mm stalu on our counlry’s democracy.” of strenglh I posscssed {o gain justice .
’ Y. 1 1
'nighway. YWe keep ¢ "LO“;” it “;thn‘;?m);”]c .\1\ (_\1 - These were cinotions I took with me for the black American. My sirenglh ..
N ay awake a > . . - ..
get ;O {(u(:(b \Lu;nc'algutslt 1’(]1'2"( {15 another hour or to the Congress when I voted against -as President was the tenuous—I had
) i v S b . . Y
;ﬁ“iﬁ fl]\j{ a place to sloep You see, what T'misix elvil rights bills that came up on no strong mandate from the people; 1
‘saying 1> that a. colm ed man s g ot enot fh uoublo the House and Scwate floor. At that had not been elected to that office. But
T LT Aime T simply did not believe that the I recognized that the moral force of
SCWDS{ a('lo% Lhc Souih on hls ‘own, Tepislat a itten, was the right i Tresidency is often stronger than -
without having a dog along.” legislation, as writlen, was the right the Presidency is often stronger than
or convse, T & 1:0 0 ‘t L di way to handle the problem. Mueh of it the political force. I knew that a Presi- y
5 w th . : vrs
nation existod th ' ‘a such iserinmi- scomed  deslgned .more to humiliate dent can appeal to the best in our peo .
il 3 o
We all k;\CW it, ]10Lu mut] the South the South than to help the. black man.  ple or the worst; he can call for' 'xcilon
& ut s s o .
Jut somehow e had ‘Beyond this, T did not think there or live with inaction.

deluded - oursoly . .
ourselves into believing that was much T could do as a lone Con- - Fven the sivongest supporters of

{the black people avound us were hHPDV gressman from Texas. I represented a President hémwdy s eivi) vights bill in

and satisfied; into thinking that Lhn conservative constituency. One herole 1963 expected parts of it to be watered

bzd and ugly things were going on' stanid and I’d be back hdme, defeated, down in order to avert a ucnatc flll-

‘somewhere . ' unable to do any good for anyoue, busler.

people. else, hﬂppenmé to 0“101‘ much less the blacks and the under- Onc man held. the key to obtamm“' '
oo ' ; privilegéd. As a Representalive and a cloture: the Minority Le ader of th(, -

: UICIC were no “darkies” or Dlanta- Senator, before T becarie Majority Senate, Everclt Dirksen. '

tions in the arid hil country where 1 Leader, T did not have the power, That ~ Dirksen could play politics as well as

grew up. I never sat on my parents’ or is'd phm and simple fact: fany man, Bu’t I k]}e\v somc‘:hi.ng clse

grandparents’ knees listening to nos- ' Bul whatlst'\nds oul the mosl.v.r'hcnl '11)0'\1_L’1?un. "\Yhen the naltlon ;;.mtcre}st t

talele tales of the antebell South think of those dayb‘ls not my .‘L_o.\as was at sta}\o, he could ¢ x’mli the
R bellum South. In background or my Southern heritage heights and take the long view without. :

Stonewall and Johnson City 1 never’ : buL the recognition that I was part of regard to parly. I based a great deal of

was part of the Old Confederacy. But 1 *America growing up, This was an my stralegy on this unde_l.'st‘anding of

was part of Texas. My roots were in its Anicrica that accepted distinctions be- Dirksen's deep-rooted patviolism,

tween blacks and whiles as part and A President cannot ask the Congress

-soil. 1 felt a spectal identitication with parcel of life, whether those distine- to take a risk he will not take himself,

,itS history and its people. And Texas is - " tions were the -clear-cut, blatant cues HMe must be the combat general in the
part of ihe South--in the senge that of the South or the more subtle, invidi- frout lines, constantly cxposing his
Tcx‘..s sl)mo A common heutwm an ous ones practiced in the North. This flarks. T tued o be_that combat gen-

outlook that differs fr QFQ‘(@ For Release 2004411ﬂOT"lf@IA?iR@P‘BBﬂOﬂBQDN000200750018 3 GOntinued

east or Middle West o l‘ar West,



