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 IM HOUGAN is a' "haunted man. I‘ho bannhng hu
lasted four years, saven days a week,.from 9:30- -
a.m. to 3 p.m. THosa are. the houts Hougan spenh

{riend’s townhouss in Washington. D.C. But when:
he climbed into. his battersd 1969 Ford Galaxy at mghz
and mada the trek home to his rented ‘housa in Arimg-
ton, Va., the haunting didn’t end. _

“Fd wakeup-in the middle of the night, acmally .
fngg-emdof whetherl wasgamgtobeahletopaytho
rent.” :

“Spooks, . The Eauntmg of America—The Private’ TIS& '
of Secref Agents™ (William Morrow & Company;. $12.98),

_is Hougan's just.published. nonfiction hook. The title i is a

- word coined.by State.Departiment staffers abroad for: -
the CIA casa oificsrs assigned to U.S. embas.sxu Their *
Jjob descriptions, their comings and goings, and the na-
turer of. their work. wers elusive and mystmms toema
bassy staifers. Thus the-word ‘spooks.’ ™.

But ‘Hougan's concerns was with- former CIX and other
federal- intelligence- oificers. For- four years the subject -/
obsessed him, molabnghszromh:stwodﬂdreuand *
dmmg hxrn mb debt; d ok
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ﬁﬁghtenmg.mommtwasobsmed.mththebwk.
Omnr the: other hand I was: totally broks, owing peuplel
was closa to_money. So- 1 would stop them; stop
seeing them, becauss- inevitably the. would: .- .
come, Wheunth&bookgomgtobedone""£=' Do
It was ths classic struggling author’s and mmtiga- :
tive Teporter’s imbrogtio. Hougan found himself im- -
mersed i a convoluted subject that seered to siretch
into infinity. “Even I became aware that I was " losing ™|
perspective. Once I told my publisher it would be done
mamonth,andlttookmeanothuyearandahalf"
When he tried to focus on the spooks, they were: -
quickdy-eclipted by the events theyweremvolvedm
And the events themsalves were often bizarre con. -
smracznthatwimperedandreekeddtantz]umg
nections to other events and their: actors.. Itwashka
unravehngamddenbanoisu'mgwiuchatmstym
thmkishmeholduu-andthmg:aduauyoomatosm-
peet may. be as big as the houss jtself, .. . .. -.
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selected to march andslither across the -

pages of kis books include mvemxvemre» 3
tappers, flamboyant and creative guns-far-" 1
hire,. am!haif-a-mn’lian-da!x'ar-a-year L
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. rich, heads of state, and government intelligence agen-

l<;:ne:', seemtn -merge’ mto -ORe: haga. phantasmxc Gordian.
ot. .- ..

: AT,THEHEART’oHtan is a small armya!fomn"

federal intelligence officers that. has, in. Hougan's words,

-“metastasized across the landscapa™ since World War

people always have heen able to find ready work in ’tha
private sector. Their numbers have been sharply sug- - =
mented in the last four years by house cleanings at . .
the CIA that unleashed 3,000~ employ& f.mm the agen.
cy’s ciandutma services. e e,
‘But it was a weu-umed exodus, for 1!: comclded with
a mushrooming demand by private industry for intelli- |
gencs operatives. Sorne-of the ex-ClA- officers went di- -
rectly into the employ of private mdusn‘y -QOthers set
up thauv own “management conmltant firms, -G

Tha huge cast of characters Hougag has selecudsbo
march and slither across the pages oi his book inclede
inventive wire tappers such.as Bernard Spindel, whe:
claimed to havs once bugged conversations’ betwssn
Robert Kennedy and Marilyn Monroe; flamboyant and
creative guns-for-hire such as Mitchell Livingston Wer.
Bell III, nicknamed “The Wizard of Whispering Death
for his.invention of a’silencer for: automatic weapons:
and such sophisticated half-a-mﬂhon-dolfar‘a-yw opera-
tives as Robert Maheu. - -

Even more intriguing are these who employ theuw
services: millionaires; multinational: corporations, -

" fugitives, politicians, labor leaders, lawyers, e‘ﬂ!a
foreism: tycoons, heads of state and domubc*mtdli-
gence agencies, - SRR S
The sweep of their collectwe actmtxes suggests to
Hougan that “there's a game going on in the United|
Stl:tes. but that very ft‘ew peop!e know it's bemg .
play C e -
" AND ROBERT MAHEU is one of the more adept
players The urbane aud wealthy Maheu's career as
pook began during World War II" when he was a

his own Was n-based agency, which was par-
tially supported by a CIA retainer.
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