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John Sherman Cooper, Republican Sena-: Thoe Hard Evidence

tor and ex-ambassador, positions himsell

. carefully erect on a sofa, polished shoes |

together. He jerks his head to the right,:
staring over his shoulder toward the Senate
anteroom’s gilded ceiling. ‘\He swings his
head again, this time looking over his ]eft
shoulder.

To a passer-by the Senators Jbehavior !
might look strange indeed. But his running
commentary to a visitor seated nearby is |
clear cnough:
ments of Texas Gov. John' Connally upon!:
hearing the first shot fired at President Ken-
“nedy's open car in Dallas, The governor was;
" sitting on a jump seat just in front of the
President. And he was zirick by one of the

two bullets that hit Mr. wennedy,

Or was he?

Did Longstreet's blundcls dcny Les vxclory
at Gettysburg? Should a delayed referee’s
- count have deprived Dempsey of his title’.

|

When it- comes to offeriny substitute.
| theories about the assassination, however,
the anti-commission writers bump against the
hard data on which the commission reiied.
However lamely, these must bhe gotten
1 around, An ineriminating bullet, could have *

"been spirited into Parkland Hospital by con- i

spirators and *“placed" for the cops to find.

A key autopsy report by Navy doctors could

These were the body move-"

have been .’‘changed” by an unscrupulous-
Chlef Justice and his commission croniea.”
Reviewing the Epstein ook, a University of -

* California philosophy- professor became 50
. carried away that he decided there had to
be two Dallas gunmen, one physically re-'

“in the Tunney fight? The Kennedy assassina-’

tion as it recedes in time hag left just that
v same residue of doubt which nourishes theé

- endless speculations of Civil War buffs and

boxing connoisseurs. There exists now a’
. growing cult of experts on the assassination;

people who argue about just how Gov. Con-

nally sat, just where the bullets struck, just’
how long % takes.to work the bolt on Os-.
* wald's rifle. ’
Along witih Chief Justice Warren and .five
..other distinguished men, Sen, Cooper is a
.~ veteran member of the circle of assassina-

" tion experts, by virtue of service on the

. commission appointed to investigate M.
Kennedy’s dealh. The gruesome lore of the

" case was circulated widely in October 1064

with publication of the commission’s 888-
page report naming Lee Harvey Oswald as
. the waaided killer. This verdict against a

- Castro-admirving leftist was challenged at the !

~ time by only a few Americans—and a good

. many Europeans—who c¢lung to theorles of
-a right-wing conspiracy.

* Now this summer the cult of assassina-

- tion experts is growing again with publica-

Mark Lane, and “Inquest” by Iilward Jay

; Wuem. Both atfack the Warren Commis-

_sion’s investigation as a sloppy piece of de-

© tective work, both seek to shake public ace reader, this takes some of the zing out otl .

ceptance of the single-assassin theory.

1

‘“Rush to Judgment” by

It's relatively easy for an author to “1ai.sar
. doubts" about the commission’s work by se- | prosccuilion’s best evidence: Commission Ex-
lective emphasis on the plentiful evidence  hibit 399, a bullet judged by ballistics ex-
(mainly collected and published by the com-,

~mission itself in 26 backup volumes) running
'counter t0 the case against Oswald, In a
- widely remarked review of the Epstein book,
i Richard Goodwin, a former aide to Prasl-

,stretcher ai Parkland Hospital.
the stretcher had earried President Kennedy

sembling Oswald—and that Oswald himself |

; taerely had the assignment of getting ¢aught.”

By now the people who know about the-
“grassy knoll” in Dallas undoubtedly ate
more numerous than the cult of Civil War
buffs who dispute events at the “chump of’
trecs” at, Gettysburg, The grassy knoll is
. the spot near the Texas, book depository
where Mr. Lane suggpests an undiscovered,
marksman fired at the President's car. The"
whole point of his first two chapters is to get:
the punfire away from tho sixth-floor book’
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depository window from 'which the commzs-v _' o

slon decided all the shots came.
My, Lane is an old hand at this; a New '

York ‘lawyer who sought to act as Oswald's '

attorney during the investigation. he knows,
the case thoroughly and has won & wide
European Jollowing with his conspiracy:
theories, “Zush to Judgment’ is the book:
version of the courtroom defense Oswald’
might have received but for the vengeful
Jack Ruby.

As a good trial lawyer would, M.~ Lane
dwells on testimony of eyewitnesses who
thought the shots came from the knoll, main--

I"limousine itself, The testimony of some (but.
| not all) of those who placed the source atthe
book depository is dissected with all the zest”

of a bewigged Charles Laughton in an Eng- ' .

lish courtroom rovie. Chamcterﬁtxcally ot

the anti-commission books, many of the dige ©

ly ignoring others who heard gunfire from -
the top of a nearby underpass or from the -

erepancies trimmphantly described by Mr. ’, N

Lane were discussed frankly in the pages of |
the Warren. Revort jtself. For the thorough

‘Mr. Lane’s inside dope.

Gamely the defense lawyer tackles the

perts to have been fired from Oswald's
Mannlicher-Carcano iiiie, found in the book
depository. The bullet was discovored on a:
{Whether

- dent Kennedy, has suggosted that the case ror Gov. Connally s an exhausting side-argus,
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e reopencd because of the points lcoxod mont the experts chew on,) How to a.bsolve
ag’ainat the commisslon. work, .. &, rOswald? The, . Btretchors  were ungua.rded.’
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