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WAR, by'

PRI PRESIDENT'S
Anthony Austin, (L]ppx.mof‘i:
§1.50.) — .
P . A
-k Leviewed by

EDW F\ MARTD

“A million or 50 Amcmcans:
plunked down §2.95 for & copy of
the PBantarn Books cdition of
“fhe Penlagon Papers”  last
July  following  the Supremce
Cowrt decision clearing the in-
j'oxma.lor fo' pu‘)hcahon.

it would be  inieresling . 16
know how .many of. .ncm.'
managcd to wade through the
‘677 pages to the very end. I
suspect that many gave up afler
looking al the photos, ‘unuec’ off
by the deadly combination of
New York Times editorial prose
and Pentagon bm catcratese.

Amropy Auq{m book would
suit {hese rezders. He Is ihe
assistant ¢ditor of The Wee %k In
! Review section of the New York
Pimes, but he has not been
influcnced fn writing stvle by
ihe editorizlists. His account of
{he nalion’s involvement in
Victnam s briskly v written, and
authoritative, narrative
forraat heips & reader fellow the
twists and tuens of United Stales
policy which finally led to an

“The

incumbent President's  being
forced o abandon the White
House.

Austin focuses on the passaz
by Congress of the notorious
Gulf of Tonkin resolution, the

. document former -President
Lyndon B. Johnson {ook as his
aluhmuy to accelerate the war)

- It has all been fumzed over
,now but ‘the {ruth is Mr.
Johnsén was given - ‘that

, authority and all the protests of
“Sen. J. Williamm Fulbright and
olher recanters will nhot wash
oul the fact.

Fulbright claims {oday that he
was hoodwinked into leading the
Senale dehate in l'uvm of pass-
ing the Gult of Tonkin Yo
tion. Well, the Iemm‘-on \
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“Futhright

orn,” Church, et al} ’
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plainly worded, and while Mr.
Johnson was offen accused. of 2
being an lliterale Texan duving
his term in ‘J]e ‘White House, he
really canread. '
In case anyoue has forpolien,
the Gulf of Tonkin resolution
said the following: “Resolved by
the Senate and Hom:- of Rep-
vesenfatives  of  the . United
Siates of America in Congress
assembled, That the Congress
approves  and
determinalion ow the Prosident,
as Commancer in Chief, to take
all necessary measures {o repal
any armed attack against {he
forces of {he United States and-
to prevenl further ag-
gvession...the Uniled States is,
therefore, prepared, as the
President delermines, to lake all
necessary sieps including  the
use of avraed force, {o assist
any membor of protacol state of
the Southeasl Asia Colleclive
Delense Treaty requiring assist-
ance in defense of its frecdom.”
That’s what the resolution
said, folks, and it does not take
a mental glant to explainits
meaning, The authority was
there—~*‘all necassary measures
{o repel any armed atlack™ and
“all necessary steps Including
the use of armed force’—
although  Sen. Fulbright now
conteadls  that it meant some-
thing e]se cntir ly. That's hog-'
wash, o
Austin

quotes  formdt’  Un-

“dersecretary of Slate Nicholas

Katzenbach as ielling Sen.
Fulbright that the Gulf of

. Tonkin resolufion was a “func-

tional equivalent” of a declara-
Mon of war, which it was.

The line now taken by Sen,
also i quoted by

ustin, It goos something like
this: the Gulf of Tonkin reso-
Jution was passed by the Senate
{or at least Fulhright, McGov-
thougnt
they were merely voting for a
document whxch vas a slafe-

s worts the

S DUERECAN
LT

ment of national

~unily  and
resolve requested by the Presi-.
dent for ils cawtionary elfect on
{he Communist adversary

on the
¢ Gulf

following the .aitack
American destroyers in (b

“of Tonkin in August, 1964, 1 [ Sen.

Trulbright got that meaning . ot
of* the \\01(15 of ihe” (it of

“Penkin Resolulion, it m kes one

vonder how he {,ot 1ol degree
from Oxford.

fhe hera In the Scmie 1n
{nose faleful days of 1984 was
the waspish Sen. Wayne Morse
of . Oregon, who with  Sen.
Gruening of. Alaska cast the only
negative  voles apainst  the
Tonkin rosolution,

Sen, Morse saw clearly what
the resolutisn was. Others did,
too, notably Sei. Fyrank Crurch
of Idaho. But Church didn't have
the sand to stand up against M.
Johnson. Morse did. n a long,
bitter specch, he reminded hi %
colldagues that a constitutional
pm‘mple was avolved.’ .

“J¢ is dangerous to give to e.].y
President an unchecked power,
after {he passage” of & joint
Yosolution, to make war,” Morse
said. “T believe " that  fulure
generations will look with  dis-
may upen a Congress which s
now ahbout "to make such &
historic mistake.” '

-

The ;mymex‘t Morse reccived

for his prescicnce was deleat at

ihe polls; Fulbright and Church
and the others were re-elecled,

What a commentary on the in- "

telligence of voters. A raan who
saw uncrringly into the foture
mc‘ had the courage fo st;md by
his analysis was sent back to his
’\flaryland catlle farm by voters,
That is another irany of the
Vietnam War peried, ene of
many, (My.own favorite is that
the destroyer C.Turner Joy, one

of lwo altacked in the Guif of

Tonkin,
tough Navy admival who stood
up to the Cmmﬂmn(s in the

was named afler the
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tmce talks which closed the
‘Koroan War, the conflict that
was supposed 1o show the U. S.
the m“my of hrfhtmrf Asia ans (m
their®.oms).

Anothcr jrony 1s ‘dmt Austin’s
book, a lucid presentation of the
fd(‘ls hefare, during and afer

the Gulf of Tonkin incident, will
doubilessly have & miniscule
sale wmpaxcd to -the almost
wnreadable “Pentagon Papers.

That's too ‘bad, too. ¥or
Austin's central point s that
Vietmam occurred because of an
erosion of congressional
authm;(y, largely seli-imposed,
and a dangerous cowcomn
growth ol presice: nHal power in
making war. That Imbelance,
never inle:idca hy the yuundx..;;
Fathers, still exists ~.desp Hite
Vietnam. . RS

1t would pay all of us {o Tnow
as much as we can ebout how
Senators and Represertaiives
can abdicale 1nsponsxblluy na
time of cvisis (and how {hey can
alibi their failure)” and. how &
well meaning ‘chief execulive
can stumble n.to & morass mn
Vietnam. . :
~ Austin's book 1l lun. ml'w t“"
issue; - the ‘“‘Penlagon Pdp
‘mefely confuse.
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