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C.I.A. Trained Tibetans in Colorado, New
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| .to select Colorado for thé train-

hase near Leadville, Colo. The
operation conlinued into the
enrly months of the Kennedy
Administration, he said.

A spokesman for the agency
said that there would be no
immediate comment on the te-

ort, .

Mr. Wise, the former Wash-
ington burcau chiel of The
New York Herald Tribune and
co-author of “The Invisible
Government,” a 1964 hook
about the Central Intclligence

|training program

of Pips fiasco and
days after its cover was almost
blown in an airport near
Colorado Springs.

Delayed by Bus Accldent

“Ironically, It was the snow
and the mountains the
very factors that led the C.LA.

Qarve] tr The New York ‘I"hnu l . - 3 s It
WASHINGTON, April. 18— WYOMtNG/‘,{"’,“: NEB| |
The Central Intelligence o A
Agency set up a secrct hase o
in the Colorado Rockies to train ST Denver
Tibetan gucrrillas in mountain .,’aj;})’}\::\o
warfare in the late nineteen- E Leadvi(ef‘%_g‘
fifties, when there was an up-\ |21 Grand SN
rising against Chinese rule in Junction ;g’ﬁ,f
Tibet, a new book discloses, PEon
’ In the book, “The Politics of [
Lying,” David Wise, the author,
said that the agency began
training Tibctan refugees re- N .
cruited in India in 1938 in a | NEWMEXICO o‘?TT"\;*o
deserted World War 1I Army pes 10

The New York Times/Aaril 19, 1973
Camp reportedly was in
Rockies 130 miles from

Agency, wrote that the Tibetan) phoned the
anpparently:
ended abruptly in December,,
1961, six manths after the Bay:of “national security’” reasons. i
a few!

ing base — that almost caused
the operation to surface,” Mr.!

Wise  wrote, A proup  of
CTibetan trainees were loaded.
Paboard a bus at the Army,

rived at the field”

‘camp for a 130-mile trip to a!

inearby airfield —in Colorado!
I§1)r1ng;s, where a large  Alrj
Force jet was waiting to:

quictly fly them out of the|
country before dawn,

,“But caming down the moun-
tain,' Mr, Wise wrole, “the
bus skidded off the road in thel
snow. As a result of the delay:
caused by the accident, it was:
gavlight When the Tibetans ar-)

Once there, the
on, overzealous military secur-
ity officials herded the air-
port’s employes around at gun-
point, but not until at least:
one of them saw the Tibetans.
board the jet. i

Complaints  to  the local:
sheriff were made about the
manhandiing of the civilians,’
and a (cw newspaper articies
describing the bizarre encoun-
ter were published in Colorado.
Springs and Deaver, Buy, aMr.
Wise wrote, the full jmplica-
tions of the
become public, ;

book went: it

the, thal the, isstic  cayscd
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city of Colorado S5prings.

when a reporter for The'
New York Times subsequently:
began a routine inquiry, based"
on a brief news-agency dis-
patch about the incident, thei
book said, the office of Robert!
g, McNamara, who was then
Secretary  of Defence,  tele-:
Washington Burcai!
of The Times and asked that!
the story not be used bhecause:

The Times acquiesced, Mr.'
Wise wrote, in line with the:
general newspaper practice in
ithose years of not challenging:
the Government’s definition of;
“national security.” :

The two top news ofﬁcials‘
in Washington for The Times!
in 1961, the burcau chief,
|James Reston, and the news!

i .
teditor, Wallace Carroll, said!

i
syesterday that they did not re-

.call the incident, Mr. Reston fs;
now a vice president!
and columnist for The Times,'
and Mr. Carroll is editor and

publisher of the Journal and:
.)%\Icmmel in  Winston-Salem,
h ’ ’

Jack Raymond, who was de-
fense correspondent for The
Times in 1961, said yesterdayj
that “I do remember al the time
knowing about the incident’
and 1 don't recall what pro-|
}‘C’I'Hed me from writing about%
. )
Mr. Raymond, who is now
associated with, the Aspen In-
stitule for Humanistic Studics
in New York, added in a tele-
phone interview. “I'm inclined
to think that I didn't have
enough information about it to
write a story, T have no imme-
diate recollection  of  bheing
thrown ofl the story by any-
body."” ’

‘Nerve-Racking Moments®
In his hook, Mr. Wise wrote
s0mMe

{the Central Inteltizence

Apency’s new $46-million head-
quarters in Langley, Va., he-
cause the incident occurred a
week after President Kennedy
announced the appointraent of
John A, McCone as the new

Director of Central Intelll-
cence, Mr. McCane replaced
_Allen W. Dulles, whose

resignation was accepted after

“the Bay of Pigs incident, Mr.

Wise wrote.

The dispute between Tibet
and China beman in the 13th
century, Mr. Wise wrote, with
China  perindically  claiming
Tibet as part of her territory.
Mainland China was taken over
by Communist forces led by
Mao Tse-tung in 1948, and in
1950 Chinese troops marched
into Tibet. :

In May, 1951, the Chinese:
signed an agreement with thei
Dalai Lama government for the:
occupation of Tibet, pledg-;
ing not to alter the existing:
political system in Tibet or the.
powers of the -Dalai Lama.
However, the agreement also:
provided for Chinese controll
through the appointment of a

military  and  adwministrative:

committee. ; !
During  the mid-nineteen-! -

fifties, however, Mr. Wise!

wrote, Tibetan guerrillas began!
- f

insurgent warfare against thei

Chinose and officials of the:
Central  Intelligence  Agencyl

vconcluded that the situation|
offered an ideal opportunity”
for coverl United States aid. -

In March, 1939, the Dalai,
Lama was forced to flee over:
high mountain passes to Indial

after a Chincse mortar attack’

on hig palace, M Wise:
asserled. Intelligence officials:
later concluded, Mr.  Wise

wrote, that same of the guer-
rillas who had been trained in’
{he Colorado Rockies had been
responsible  for puiding  the
Dalai Lama to safety. i

Open warfare broke out ini
Tibat after the escape, Mr. Wise!
reporied, and thausands  of
Tinetans were kitled and thet
Dalai Lama's government was)
dissolved by the Chinese. In-!
dia's decision to o grant sanc-.
tuary to the Dalail Lara alzo!
incrcased the pressure hetween.

i A

clandestine
‘ations.”

_Says

that nation and-China, the baok
said, '

The secret training operation
wass hardly a success, Mr. Wise
wrote, bccause the guerrillas
“infiltrated into Tibet by the
C.LA. were attempting to har-
ass the Chinese, not to free the.
country; in the long run it -is
doubtiul that they made very
much difference.” Since 1861
Communist  China has Light-
ened its prip on Tibel.” Tihet,
like other areas larpely popus
lated by ethnic minoritics, now
has the states of an autonomous’
region within China. !

“would the nation’s sccurily;
have been endangered if thej
story of the Tibetan operation;
had” been disclosed in 19612,
the book asked. “In the wake:
of the Bay of Pigs, Kennedy,
ordered two separate investi-;
vations of the C.LA, and he,
struggled to take tighter con.;
irol over the agency's opera-!
‘{ions by changing its top lead-
ership.”

“publication of the story
might bave focused public at-
tention on a number of im-
portant issucs,” Mr, Wise sug-
gested, “including  the basic
question of whether tax money
would be uscdd to  {inance
intelligence oper-
A seeond  issur, he
added, was whether the agency
had a lepal basis for operating
% secret training base in the
United States,

Finally, Mr, Wise wrote, that
adiselosure might also have led
to a public examinatien of
such important quasitions as
whether President Lisenhower
approved the Tibetan ope adion,
whether President Keanedy was
aware of it or approved it, and
whether the four ‘waichdog’
committees of the Conaress had
had any xnowledze of what was
going on in Colorado.”
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