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fver since the Greeks filled a
wooden Lorse with soldiers and pre-
gented it to ihe Trojens, the world
has been fascinated by the deceptive
methods of espionage and counfer
inteliipence, The craft of intelligence,
by its very nature, is so secret that
clandestine  activifies  are cloaled
cither in the ridgiculous and the ab-
surd or the sublime and the practical.
i this book, . Harrts Smith, who
worlsed briefly as a research analyst
for the C.LA. and now lectures in po-
fitical science at the University of
‘California’s Extension Division, seents
to have discovercd only the first two.
Perhaps that’s all he was meant 1o
find. It would appear that old 0.5.5.
men never die; their stories stmply
get betier while their secreis remain
intact.

The fauit is not really Smith’s, It

is doubtful that anyone cant write

the true and authentic “Gecret Hig-
tory of Arerica’s First Central In-
gelligence Agency,” the wartime Of-
fice of Strategic Services.

I have some reason to know. Racle
in the carly sixties, as part of a
research project, ¥ was granted un-
usual access to the papers, files and
diaries of the late Maj. Gen. William
«yrild pill" Donovan, founder of the
wartime Office of Strategic Services
— the country’s first real inteili-
gence agency and the forerunner of
ClA. I was astonished at the gize
of the collection. To catalog Dono-
van's voluminous papers required the
full-time services of a trained staff
for over two years, and even this
fascinating cache did not include the
-yeal hody of still hiphly sensitive
(+.5.5. records. Stepping even briefly

_into Donovan’s mysterious world was

enough to convince me of the awe-
some task awaiting the historian who
might, one day, write the ¢.5.8. of-
ficial history. Indeed, because of the

many secret faces of intellipence it-
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fact from fiction, the historian might that, in 1941, Mupaware thal & 1op
well need as many trained rescarchers Fecret Naval intelligence team had
as there were operators in the ©.8.5, broken the Japanese military code,

Donovan's diarics were cryptic, de- @-5.5. men in Portugal secretly en-¢
.‘)l ¥ (=] y (_

tered the Yapanese BEmbassy and stale
@ copy of the enemy’s code book'
Discovering the theft, ithe Japanese,

sipned o Paffle. A single entry writ-
ten in his neat handwriting might
read: “Operation Scorpicn began to-
Gay” -~ and pothing clsel To  un-
carth the story of Operation Scovpion
might reguive the assimiation of pa- was left without a vital source of
pers from perhaps 100 vnrelated file information and the Joint Chiefs of
drawers of material. Compounding Staff were irate.” Again, Smith is only
the .security compartmentalization half right. The (.8.S. did nof burg
cven further, cach operative in those the Japanese Finbassy in Portugal,
files hiad & code name. To understand but fa Lishos they oblained a few
what bad oceurred demanded months pages of a “low level” Japanese ¢i-
of frustiating reading — only to find pher, This cinher was notf the all-
that even then one might never learn important code that the Navy crypto-
the total truth. But Mr. Smith has agnalysts had cracked, The fact is
clearly fallen foul of thc very first the United States continued to take
law of reportage: Believe nothing une advantage of the Japanesc codes for
less it can be corroborated by others tho entive war,
and substantiated by definitive back-  To augiment hig research, the au-
ground records. thor has drawsn on the reminiscences
Unfortunately, because the author of some 200 0.5.8. voterans -— of
was denied access to official papers, whom there are no more entertaining
he was forced, for the snost part, storytellers alive. How many of these
to rcly on contemporary cspionage intellipence agents, without benefit of
and intelligence accounts ~—— and, :.zfterﬁctxo.n veports, operational pols
with the exception of perhaps half- Y directives or, indeed, their own
a-dozen  vaiuable works, there is transmitted messages, could  accu-
probahly no body of World War 11 rately recall after 25 years what hap-
literature so distorted and misleading, pened on any specific operation? Ttow
niuch of it was meant to bz 80. many .would own up that.thexr taleg
fhose World War 1 intelligence grow in exaggeration and importance
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agents who wrote of their exploits with cach yeariy 0.5.5. velerans' ¢in
ner? To them it is usually all good

after the conflict deliberately falsi- I .

fied namos, dates and places and, of- j?un. rhe mxtmdervnms’t' lezfmrm- take
ten, the very nature of their assigne it that vay, too. ¥ut did, in fact, ihe
ments. To act otherwise might gravely !

changed their ciphers, Washington

¥
1

have imperiled agents still in the field. deceive? ‘There are indications ?‘hat
Mr. Smith has drawn on ruch of i'helau.thar .WZ%S Jeft :qhort on detail of
this literature, repeating in many in- Various IBISSIONS, for many O.f the
stances old inaccuracies. One of the zmecdo.tc:sl consist o tag‘lmes without
most prominent concerns Allen Dul- 2 hegm‘nmg OF _,“,_“""’?“" auc} ic
les, the late director of Cl.4., who, cadfzr ks k}f’t_ f;_Lz‘.s;{,zated,‘ ‘\‘vonuermg
during World War IL, was undoubted- v.rha.t_actually to’fnc p'la.ce; f:vel}}r oo
ly Dongvan's most brilliant agent. Be~ centnie sc}.lemer, writes Smith, “with
fore the war, Smith writes, Dulles in a hare‘pramed plan for scoret qpera-
conjunction with his legal work st "uons (j‘rom ph.osphores;cex_lt foxes to
Sullivan & Cromvrell “met the Glite mcend}ary bat.s) would fu'xd a fym;
of German industry —— the same men pathetic ear in Donovans office.”
who financed and actively supported
the Nazi dictatorship. Ile and a fu-
ture 0.8.8. aide, Russian emigré Vale
erie Lada-Mocarski, also sat on the
Board of Directors of the American
branch of the powerful Schroeder
banking house.” The German parent
firm, the author added, “was headed
by a scar-faced Prussian baron who
served as a general in the S, Hitler's
@lite puard.” Smith has got the story
only half right. Dulles was a director
of the J. Uenry Schroeder Banking
Corporation in Wew Yok —- vrhich
pad no connection whatsoever with
the Cemmun Schrocder Bank. .
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according  to  Smith, “prompily C«
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