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An ammd way to spend moné

Durstr 15 years in thls

deuously wicked c1ty I've:
seen a lot of **leaks' — and

sume screwball reactions to-

those leaks. But never have
I seen anything as absurd -

as the House uf Representa-

tives blowing $350,000 of
taxpayers' money to try to
find the source of a leak.

I remember Lyndon B.
Johnson's peculiar obses-
sion with leaks.

“You're just a bunch of
goddamned puppy dogs,
running from one fire hy-
drant to the next,” he told a
startled group of State De-
partment offxczahm 1961,

Johnson flgured he dxdn t

need to hire a bunch of
gumshoes to find the source
of a leak. When the New
York Herald Tribune re-

ported thati he soon would '

tour Southeast Asia at

President Kennedy’s re- -
Johnson snarled -
““That goddamn’

gquest,
angrily:-
Chester Bowles leaked it. 1
know it. Now you just watch
the Herald Trrb for a while

and you ‘re_going to see.a:

big puff piece on Bowles.

They il pay hxm for that"

feak.” + -
So Johnson watched the
Herald Trib, waiting for the

first praise of Bowles;"
which he would accept- as

incontrovertible proof of the
source of the leak. S

We could : save the coun—
try $350,000 if CBS would
just let, Damel Schorr go
back. to work S0 we could

wait for him to do a puff
piece on some House mem-
ber, thus *identifying” that
tongressman as the source
of the ieak that supposedly
has everyone upset.

I say “supposed!y" be-
cause if I've learned any-
. thing in this town it is that
everybody screaming about
- leaks isn't against them.

Johnson pitched a fan-
trum in Saigon in 1961. “Am
I wearing glass pants?” he
demanded. “Well, how the
hell can that Spence Davis
(of AP) write that I've got
§50 million in my pocket for
Presndent Diem?*’

. Pat Oliphant, whose
cartoon usually appears on
this page, is on vacation.
His cartoon will resume
Tuesday. "

About an hour later I
stumbled upon a cluster of
U.S. newsmen in a frantic

+huddle on a Saigon side-

walk.. I peeked inside and
there was Lyndon Johnson,

- reading to them from a *‘top .

Wt

secret’! cable that he had

just received from Kenne-

dy. ..+ " o0 T
~Johnson was doing what

. Kennedy, Richard Nixon,

.. Henry Kissinger and 1,000
other top officials here have
- done. He was engaged in a
self-serving leak. Someone
comes along, like Edward

R. F..Sheg_han, whom Kis-

singer believes is going to
glorify him and his Middle
East diplomacy, and sud-
denly that writer has access
to bundles of top secret
documents. A Walt Rostow
wants to convince the pub-
lic that the Tet offensive in

" Vietnam was a debacle for
the Communists, 50 he leaks,

like a sieve “secret’” data

- he thinks will sell this no-

tlon

I remember how gum-
shoes .once stumbled "all

over the State Department -

trying to find out who
leaked to Peter Lisagor and
the late Marguerite Higgins
the content of a tonversa-
tion between President

. Kennedy and Soviet For-

eign  Minister Andrei
Gromyko. I had leaxed it —
on prlvate and specific in-
structions from Pre:,ldent
Kennedy.

Now, what's so different
about the leak to Schorr of
the Pike Committee report?
In terms of the damage
done ta the nation, absolute-
ly no difference that can
discover.

Therc is an element of
embarrassment . to the
House, whose .members
appaxentl; take seriously
criticism that they are *‘a
bunch of flap-jaws" who
don’t deserve access to se-

_cret information. ’

But I rather suspect the
special problem here is that
Schorr leaked his leak to
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the Village Voice, an anti-
establishment newspaper. -

This has provoked a here-
tofore do-nothing Ethics
Committee to prove its pa-
triotism by blowing 330,000
bucks insearch of a leaker.

When will they face the
‘reality that leaks are as
American as baseball, baby
showers and bribes? The
day we ge to an absolute
dictatorship will be the day
-we stop leaks )

Correction: I wrote a col-
‘umn' (*“‘Rip Van Winkle _
.guards the CIA dirty trick-

sters,” Feb, 25) in which I .
stated that Leo Cherne had
_been chairman of an inter-

national group to aid refu-- .

gees that “indirectly got

some of its money from the

CIA.”” This report was

based on a statement by

Frank Weil, president of the

Norman Foundation, which

was a conduit for CJA

funds, that ia the mid-1960s
he had been asked ts pass
along about 15,000 in CIA
funds to the International

Rescue Committee, .

_ Weil has said he had
-erred in saying that the
Norman Foundation passed
CIA money to the IRC, He
said the CIA morney went te -
four -other groups and that
it was the Norman Founda-
tion's own money that it
gave to the IRC. I regret
having given Weil’s error
wider circulation and am
happy tocorrect the record.
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By JOHN M. CREWDSON
Special to The N2w York Times

. WASHINGTON, Feb., . 20—
Frank Weil, president of the
WManhattan-based  Norman
Foundation, said today that he
erred in his assertion yesterday
that the Central Intelligence
‘Agency had passed about 315,-
7000 through his organization
yto the International Rescue
'Conumttee in. the mid-1960’s.
#Mr. Weil said in a telephone
I"mterw‘ew that on checking the

Foundation’s records, he -had
‘& -diacovered that mone of the
.$27,000 it gave to the ILR.C.
from 1961 to 1965 had been
tprovided by the mtelhdence
Yagency. -

He said that the SaO 000 in -
‘CILA. funds pas:ed through the
Foundation in that penod had
gone instead to four other orga-
nizations- —the American So-
clety of - African - Culture, the
JAfrican-American Institute, the

“pan American Foundation and
the Intervtationab Develonment
Foundation.: .
 Leo Lherne- one of Pre>1(.ent
Yord’s three appointees to a
.new  intelligence oversight
board s=t up to check for pos-
sible abuses of authority- by
the C.LA, and other intelligence
agencies, ].S board chamnan of
tnﬁ LR.C.. ;e
T M Cheme L professxonal
~o-omist, . said...the . LR.C.3
work involves assistance to
political refugees .round the
world. The LR.C. project funded
by the Nerman Foundation was

¥

IR T

a- medical-service unit set up
in the Belgian Congo to aid
Angolan refugees and others.

Mr. Weil said today that he
“misrecalled” himself yester-
day in recollecting that *“a mys-
terious gentleman” {rom the
C.I.A. had approached him in
1963 or 1964 with a specific
request fo pass agency money
to the Congo medical project.
‘He said He had also erred
in recalling that the foundation
had agreed to serve as a pass-
through for the funds only after
dectd.n»* that the LR.C. project
would have been worthy of
a contribution from its own
endowment.

" Y Was Wrong'

“Let me make it very clear,”
he said in the interview, “I
made a mistake. I was wrong.’

Although - he spoke to Mr.
Cherne . lasv, night and again
this. morning, “he said, “Mr.
Cherne “did not ask me to
do anything” with respect to
setting the record straight. e
is amendmcr his earlier state-
ments becanse “harm has been
done,” he emphasized.

Mr. cherne was appointed
in 1973 to sit on the President’s
Foreign “Intelligence Advisory
Board which Tf\:: New York
Times reportul erroneously to-
day was abolished by Mr. Ford
this _week, It was the United
States Intdh?ence Beard that
was abolished by executive or-
der on Wednesday.

Board, created by President
Eisenhower in 1956, is a group
of private citizens responsible
for reviewing the functionz ¢l
the Federal intelligence com-
munity and reporting to the
President on the conduct orf
those agencies.

‘Che United States 1nte}hgenw
Board was a high-level coordi-
nating group within the intel-
ligence community, presided
over by the director of Central
Intelligence. In the past it met
as often as each week to co-
ordinate intelligence data avail-
able from all members of the
community.

In -a re]atr-d developrnent
Freedom Youse, an organiza-
tion with which Mr. Cherne
has also been closely associated
"|for many years, asked George
Bush, director of Central Intel-
ligence, whether the C.LA. had
ever given it funds “dlrectly
or- tnrough any other entity.”

The request was in a letter
sent to. Mr. Bush that men-
tioned a report, also in today's
Times, that Freedom House re-
ceived 33,500 from the J. M,
Kaplan Fund br twccn 1962 and
1964. :

The Times article quoted exe-
cutives of the Kaplan Fund
a3 -having said that while they
had. passed CILA. money to
the - now-defunct Institute for
International Labor Research,
all the funds paid by them
to Freedom Iouse or to the

. The President’s InteHigence

L.R.C. had been their own.
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House :
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the
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L tr.o committes haed Freador n
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ted

excoutive’,
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J publiciy Wi o:g::niz&tion"
private humanitarian orzaniza- in 1657 as those: that bad ce 1945 :
txon hoaded by Leo Cherne, ong :‘rn*d_ 25 “conduits” far CLA. 1 An executive of the Kaplan
§ Pres 'cw... Ford’s appuintees fin a I)L!m-‘)“r of (x’) uld have been next to Fund said tul..‘, however, that
to a new committee thet wiil ~m zetions-principal-’ | :, he said. to cult the his  foundation’s oL on
investigate p..sslt abuses of- 1y 1 icnal Student’ Asso- ion records of an or--with the inteliizence gz :
authority by the Central h‘t:“-_ caaben. thar raised in the had been i mzcd to the under-
ligence Agency, T 'orte(xw I‘v.,-‘ . UU,%“ disclosureg p ompopte d ochnod 83 million cach:wrmng_ of a singic progrum in
ceived seme Sl.) 000 of A, President Johinson to establish ¢ to examine thera for dona- the 1069's, dT:. that nana of,
funds. in the mid-1960's L':‘s'\'u Aan nvestigating commiitea to.tions 1.&; mizht have initiated tie S'.!I,a')x) aiven by it to the;
were channeled = throu a. -100K intu the agency’s refation- with.the C.LA. but reached the rescue conuniitee or whe 33.509
New York City philantiopic salps with  domestic sroups, con troe “two or three times given to }x-”do n Heuse had,
organization. . i and Mr. Johnson v mucmly remaved.” . - ,l,’-en supplicd Dy the 1me!~1-§
" : fere i “rd < - [ vy Ie
s Frank - '\\"e:f'-'PI‘&‘“idC‘nt"--ﬁf? ‘ordered ::h[ Federal ao Lty to . Chierne, who sounded dis-: ’t‘.\(,g AsENCY. - !
the. Manhatzza-based Norman' halt thelr covert f“il'-l“‘ﬂ.it of, sed  at the disclosure byi The Kaplan I-LGo. accordingd .
Foundztion, said in a tcl»a.wne; uch organizations. ) Weil, later spoke with Gilito tax records compiiad b\_
interview todz Y, that ha wasi Keeping Independence es, whom he identified as:Group P(warcl an ur’:omm-’t
pnro‘l"l"-d by “a mystetious, | Mr. Cherne. who doscribad I.R.C. fund-raise throughition here that oniioi's n.cl
~ £ 1w CL P R < 1 the Nevman menzy was au.\hm of 2 founda-
gen At:“c'nr rom Iuv I A ml ithe "commitice as one of his and reported that Mr. tions, save $10.000!
263 or 1064 and askad 1o pass hobbies, said that he had triad LS ) i Yo mosist 'm \
about $1549%3 in Govern e dilize ty over the vews “to’ “he\d }‘U‘Jiv ti; '?'\-"A'(_\L I'neuy’rlzer\i ance r]%\,‘;'i?».;
funds 1o the International R23- nnumam the indepenicnt sta- | . ‘:t tj‘““ Olm“rt’mo‘f ’g ;' fioe the Sovict "
cue Commitiez, of wl “rotus” of the organization, sav-: ,:',‘h"zd Rt ':“n. A ‘-I\‘x;;u Lo
Chorine was then-cl\air; n 0f in f:that ha believed fhat its reg of tie money. N "l “.:1‘}‘:' ‘e reived
- i L I ~ OO . Ty erpivod .
ho board . freedom from goverumeng as-;., - Lierme Is an ‘;L“‘;?“‘;mﬁ mln \()?8“('1,“- L'ht ,"(‘ ) an
. _Weit recalled. that tie sociations was crucial to its:f s ReCative 01Cr o lem fund in
§ ,:‘ f .,,:_ 12 a4 fpe work abroad Bt 'TCh 1'15[!4“&):! for assis 'LO Ronaali
ui ™ tl,(i U“‘]-C“‘” N As h(:' Whv in the wake of America, which pub-jreflusees dlsw‘rc:. “tha Paki-
_a 1Y \.l & ;' . RINY iy, & -'A--\t, . ol e ey ovr —ulgt: L nr 1! s 05 ,-) o ‘d
iwImL v.a‘ he 1067 disclosures, he hud swsietiers o el advisery sianl ar, ane, 1, oo - \_1 } q!')
eing suy ot & the 1R.C. to rociech futs for businessmen. aid refugees in Souts Vietnan.
comimtios, Buil STmmmmommmomeemeee was vice chanimman In Wil Is Dispured '
\! :1 i Democrats for NIXORL w00 wwrairs pacalicetion that
vas U haen associzted wihil, oy s AR
; emanizations o the Citi- e CLAL money pien o the
: 18 Tt IRAAlns 28 N Licommitice had bees ussd to
the money was from the TLAL Cg C"n' ‘U‘l‘ f(" ¥ C(;ﬂ" cupport 2 {ongo
and not fram the foundation’s the Counc: K;‘) ‘1‘,‘:;[ thoe 'medicat ch offered
awment. - : ; ; S ity services nie f !
En:!_,‘ x:..“. chad at his Ciilrers’ Commitrze for Peace: ":-s and ot?;ers in tha area ;
o, Cherne, reached at his with Freedom in Vieteam, 2e-i0 iod by Andrew Nor .
I\" Y City office, said that l\ as (.I:ap B Ry nurew Nor !
) e OL o1y OLICE, f:.'. 1; cording to the records of (JLOU\Y”n,,r aisy an officer of the ;
reithar he “nor any official o Tesoarc =1 C ¢ e ]
[N +R 1 ¢ canelid . . \')*m’n Foundation. !
tae I'R'C' had the st : One of thc found:ntxons xden-l o vocalle !
krowledge that any of 2 " - 7 j [ Mr. Norman said he recolied i
f nd ¢ C"i- R g & tified in 10 as a\u'!;‘: Ciy- that the anen mnoney ;‘:A‘."&SCd
u}x{‘: \'vt(lxmt e fm mittee, 0“ rated w “h the CLA. in CO_'['!'O"’" fis foundation to the
¢ said that the committee vert financing efforts was theiyp o2 00 cona o suponr
which he has headed since ad  gene o PROTL
s ag Nipiietip e J. M. Kaplan Fund, also ofigy.y fort L atin A
1851, had “never sought C.1LA N g yme effort it noAn
f ds d w 01°1 ROt ha New York, and w mn over thwn(_ dotails of vwhich
un an vould n have :

s

“weicomed” them if they had

een offercd overtly,
On Frevious Board

President Ford announced on
Tuasday ¢nat he was naming
Mr. Cherne to the newly estab-}
lishoed  intelligence O\Lr:l_&‘!htl
board, set up as part of Mr.
Ford’s referms. of intelligence
COmNUNIY opsrations to moni-
tor the C.LAs. aciivities for
possible iliegalities or impro-
pricties ~ .

Mr, Cherre had pre\iously
besn a men nber of the Presi-
dent’s Foreign Intelligence Ad-
Visory l’mm., which Mr. Ford
abolished yesterday. 3
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3u::s has contribuied not onh,,l‘, cowld not Tememd and

to the rescue group but 21SCiehay the amount. invelved had:
to Freedom House, an ormanispean a “maximum of $15,000.7
zation that monitors and ve-:

ports on the degree of fzc»drr')
that exists in other countries
of the world. :
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