VASHINGTON STAR (GREEN LINE Srialfea Teba Lo

L ; |
ARTICLE APPEARED Approved For Release 200510%@@%—3@?’?8'01315R000430060%%‘,§} YT om0 .
f

ZINT ’?L_A—:/ )

VAN @0
A=

P E ¢
e Bol 7

( _ ’ '] > Sometime during the early 1960s a sizable quan-/
. ;o : *{ tity of uranium disappeared from the NUMEC;
; @un - | plant, which was founded by Shapiro, a former;
-, | Atomic Energy Commission : chemist who had,
B -] worked in the Manhattan Project, the World War

E sra @3 { Oy gé H effort which developed the atomic bomb,
: " The major business of NUMEC was the fabrica-
B "~} ton of highly enriched uranium fuel assemblies
used by U.S. nuclear submarines and surface
i ai e ﬁm 'ships. As a sideline, Shapiro developed a number
_ - . of subsidiaries, including a company called 150-
e T e ;{AD,I vAhich wg:s opereggd in partnership with the

H 1 ™ - § -1sraeli Atomic Energy Commission, - N

Soil Air Sampk;§ Disclosed | -1 According to NUMEC financial reports, the
Atomic Capabibty in 1968 : main function of ISORAD was to supply Israel
: _ s PR ,witl:i special dirrad}iation ;,qtﬁipx%ept that would be
3 alks- -~ - [ usedtoretar spoilage in fish and fruits. N
g wm:;sﬁzw ritee + vt . Documents recently obtained from the AEC's
- ’ RO : . .o0 f Successor, the Department of Energy, under the
- CIA agents, using highly sophisti | Freedom of Information: Act show that the AEC
cated equipment, were able to deter-- | became increasingly concerned about security
‘mine fron_: Israeli soil and air sam- - risks. at. NUMEC in the early 1960s because of
ples that in 1968 the country had ob- ji “chronic laxity of controls and the frequent pres-
:“;‘n?d : e;::ugh' highly: enriched 1| enceof Israeli and other alien visitors at the plant. |
bombs, o oke several, atomie || 1 oG sHAPIRO argued that the missing.
Mo RS boweci o -uranium was accidentally lost in the form of
~ The identification of the Tsraeli Wastes, a massive, three-pronged investigation by
-uranium was believed to be-the first the AEC iy 1966 concluded that there was no known
hard evidence that sizable quantities | ‘explanation that would account for the loss of 208
-of a bomb-grade material had somes: gounds of highly enriched uranium, an amount bee
how been-diverted from one of the| lievedtobe sufficient forat least 10 atomic bombs, _
five nations then -in' the .nuclear| Although the CIA apparently was not involved in
Helub.tty o S0t i #0479 the 1966 inv%s%igatioxfm. the ager;cg'g curiosity be-
SN oo ooy ot o leame arouse ater after several U.S; scientists re-
( : Accordx&g»t&ze\;gl;alvgovergmgt turning from Israel warned that the Israelis
%"B“fc.est;, ﬁ; g rought the o hheared to be developing a nuclear weapons pro-
survelillllance ﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ ﬁg:;quni;aseq“_qn 2 supply -of ‘highly- enriched]
3 ; ] 1 S A R S e — LT _‘
was focused on what was believed to I At that point the agency had at its disposal a
have been the most likely source of | “pymnerof secret devices to detect the presence of:
the diversion, a company in Apolle, | oy laboratory or processing facility working with'
Pa., called the Nuclear Materials] guantities of what the nuclear trade refers to as
‘and Equipment Corp. SNSMor“special nuclearmate;ial.,"ﬂ.; Othes o
o Hratar . oh thei - Some equimpent was -air orne.” Others were
j71311':;‘1"1";5: vgifreztg m:na.sMpl%ii%i:g g:: small, "portable instruments called- “sniffers™]
president of. NUMEC It was re.| < Which ca signal the presence of tiny particles of;
“moved a year later, in 1969, after the| Dighly enriched uraniumintheair,. - .. _. P
*FBI discovered that Shapiro was| . it 1810t clear which processes the CIA used i
communicating with - Israeli- diplo: ‘confirm, the preésence of the uranium in Israel, but

mats in New York through the use of 7

e

‘two knowledgeable sources said that it was prob-
an_“encoded”: telephone, a device ‘ably a type of mass spectrométer, which has the:
. which scrambles ordinary phone sig-] =~ - ‘ _ L
nals into a code which is unscram-| = . - g - CONTHIUED
-bl%d by a similar device on the other , ;
end. - -. ... DT '
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- 'THE TAP ENDED, according to

the sources, ajter an unsuccessful at- | L (5"’3 Can @ng F;ZZZM
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tempt to break the code. Because the,
FBI was permitted a limited number,
of wiretaps, pressure mounted within.
the agency to use the NUMEC tapg.
‘Ona more productive” case. . " - 2]
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