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- Davidson, a leading light of radical.

Movement for a Democralie Socely

L7l
The New Left has a problem. Cail :
" journalism and a past president of the.
Students for a Decmocratic  Socicty .
(SDS), spclled it out in a recent issuc
of the Guardian. **Thousands of New
. Left activists lcave the campus every
! year. Some have dropped out, a few’
! have been expelled, but most have
b simply graduated.  All of them confront
i the same problem: how to create a rele-
- vant off-campus movement.”

! For the New Left idcologues, whose
-~avowed goal is disruption and ultimate
-revolution, this is a scrious problem.’
~No sooner does a student beccome
“‘radicalized’” by SDS than hec grad-
uates, loses contact with his radical as- .
i f.ocialcs.. and is *‘co-opted®’ by the many
matcrialist” advantages American $0-
. cicty has to offer a young person with

" acollege degree.
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So—after school, what? Obviously,
'Computer MDS (Robert Shapiro)

form a “‘graduatc’ -.SDS organization
which can keep young radicals in a -
“revolutionary milicu. And this is pre=:
cisely what 1s happening. o

The name of the new graduateor-
. -ganization is ‘‘Movement for a
" Democratic Socicty” (MDS). Ac- !
“.¢ording to an MDS pamphlet,
“The Conspiracy,” MDS is “‘the
initial organization of the - off-
campus New Left.” ‘\

As an off-campus organization, MDS:

Democratic Socicty. According to Carl
. Davidson, a resolution calling for *post.
_student organizing projects’ under the
“Movement for a Democratic:-
. Socicty" was passcd at the 1966 national

convention of SDS. However, little was

done for over a year. ,
~ The maj:rity of the organizational "{
work on MDS was not completed until ;i
_the spring and summer of 1968. A
formal announcement that MDS was '
open for business was made on Scpt.:i
28, 1968, in the Guardian: *“*MDS— i
Movement for a Democratic Socicty—
is the best new idea of the year. Con- ||
ccived as an ‘organization of the adultl;
New Left,” MDS is obviously a logical ‘l
outgrowth of SDS, attempting to creatc i

a pcrmancnt group Lo work for radical : igroup was oryzs‘mi'{ml to sce if radicnin '
One of their first | [ who have nothing in colitivion with cach

change in‘ /\mcrlica.
activities |5 the s &l
Boy Floyd Mcmgms\?uctuarc
it; this is for real) Thursday night at the
New Scehool.'! L
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“whole world,” and to take on the

: ganizational structure consisting of five

-and **affinity’’ groups.

+.{ and Rachel Fruchter)

 Naomi Jaffec) ,

jand Dr. Tom Harper of the Medical -

?LStatcmcnl and a long-time SDS member '.
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As it has devcloped over. the past
fow months, MDS is growing into onc
of the slickest organizations ever to
come down the radical pike. It views '

its future *‘domain for change’ as the . . )
New York Ciwy, it

appeared doubtful
whether Queens MDS could survive. .=
Members of Queens MDS had. spent

world, it has dcvised an intricate or-

th¢ previous three months arguing
among themsclves whether a revolu-
tion ‘would comc within a stable so-

. ciety by a small group of the clite or
whether it would come in an unstable .

. socicty from the prolctariat. No reso-
e Tcachers for a Democratic Society lution of this conflict was in sight.

(Ted Gold and Adricnne Yurick) The only service group in opcration
e Urban Underground (Jackie Leavitt at present is the Day Carc Project

and Paul Becker) " which provides day’ carc facilitics for

. .. movement people with children. Part
e Crazy Horse MDS (Richard Epstein) ¢ (he motivation for starting this project
s Qucens MDS (Phil Nicholson)

is to keccp as much moncy as possible
« Mecta Information Applications and

different kinds of groups: geographical,
service, “‘special project,” occupational,
. The MDS groups in opcration at pri:'s-
ent and their chicf organizers are:

circulating within the movement rather -
than oblaining day care from the :
. Establishment.

The ‘*spccial project’” groups are '
tcmporary groups whosc membership is
i drawn from various sub-groups withiﬁ
\ “MDS. They arc designed  to  attac
_* Caseworkers for a Democratic 50- particular in{titulions aﬁd. according {0
ciety. (Ted Kaﬁptchuk and Jo.mf Carl Davidson, writing in the Guardian, .
Rabinowitz) ‘ | “After the projects are completed, the -

e New School (Chris Robinson and' groups then dissolve until new targets -

’ =i are sclected.” Special prﬁjcctcgrougs
' i currently operating are the Lon
* NYU (Hal Bcner?son) ) . Project y(Co?'n-Edison is a public utility
~» Con Edison Project (Marge Piercy) . which supplics clectricity and gas to
e Radio Free Pcople (Mike Kapezi)| New York City) and the Courts Proj-
o Publishing MDS (Isabel AFeldman)‘: ects, which is designed to attack the -
lad

Still inthe planning stages are Science igourts and corporate law firms. .
P (A T MDS' *‘vanguard affinity group 1S

and Technology MDS and Agricultural ; % )
Workers tor a Democratic Sotiety. The* Crazy Horse MDS. L‘“‘f t‘s,lkf,‘m;'crl
organizers  arc, respectively,  John' about this ETOUS CX?CP:“C‘J?‘b la ;;Sroup
Ehrenreich and Ted Kaptchuk, There ported to have been for y

i . c iversity of Chicago
is talk of a Psychology MDS. Involved rof former Umiversi o ,
i i i .. students living In New .York City. It
in these discussions arc Peler Candell o reported to oo ismayed by the

“slack of militancy™ at recent anti-war
demonstrations, It trics to raisc the
level of militancy by engaging in “tarm-
linked, disciplined marching and \h.c'
chanting of so-called obscene slogans.

e Courts Project (Brian Glick) ‘
e. Day Care Project (Nina Hutchinson

Committee for Human Rights.

The chicf organizer of MDS is Bob-
Gottlicb, co-author of the Port Authority

until he graduated to MDS., {

The only strictly geographical or com- v
munity-oriented  group in operation is

the Queens (New York) MDS. This

Apparently the most durable of the
MDS groups are the occupnhonn_l-
oiiented chapterse  The reason for this
{6 that they have a visible focal point
for organtaliny and communisation—

Two of these

1] oblag sre they live could § ' qheir place of work.
cﬁ,gé(’[ﬁéé?mg*@ﬁ:“ (GJIA-" DP8°8-0?315I%B%03(;{3%&%&1§:@ groups in the Movemen

- for a Democratic Socicty deserve espe

n MDS ' organizational mectin : :
At an M & 5 cially closc atteniion by thase interested

s Yanuary of  1hkis year in



