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Right-wing terrorists have again taken )

1

i

[ the offensive in Guatemala.

»If informatidn coming f1om Guatemala

! City is correct, La Mano Bldnca (the thtc
Hand) is 1espon51ble for:

{
E © The rccent kidnaping of the Roman

Catholic Archbishop of Guatemala City.

o A recently unearthed plot to overthrow
the government of Julio César Meéndez
Montenegro.

In fact,
related.

The evidence so far gathered and re-
leased in the Guatemala capital suggests
that La Mano Blanca has grown increas-
ingly strong and that it ha% clearly become
the most important right-wing terrorist
group in Guatemala.

The A1chbxshop, the Most Rev Mario
Casariego, was kidnaped March 16 and re-
leased four days later, after it had been

both developments

resign if the C‘ hohc plclate was to be
relcased, W
Apparently the effort fa11ed——for Presi-
dent Méndez Montenegro refused to re 51gn,
and Archbishop Casariego was released.” .
Nevertheless, the abilify of La Mano
«Rlanca, sometxmes 1eferre‘d\t& as sxmply

g e e

may be’
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'1 —and the kidnaping of the A1chb1shop is

i the latest example.

! the Guatemalan picture somcthing over a
i year ago when they were forpled as a
; counterforce to leftist terrorist” elements,

" principally the Communist-leaning Fuerzas

B
reported that Pxesxdent Méndez Montes @17
negro received an ultimatum that he must -
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" Armadas Rebeldes (FAR).

i La Mano Blanca is credited with a variety

of terrorist activities in the past 12 months.
It has frequently. carried out raids on rural
i peasants in Guatemala suspected of collabo-
!, rating with the FAR. Together with other
terrorist elements on the right, La Mamo
Blanca is believed to have killed more than
3,000 peasants in the past year.

The . kidnaping of Archbishop Casaricgo
was apparently an effort of right-wing ele-
ments to block the mildly reformist efforts

President, who came into office on a plat-
form of economic and social reform ncally
two years ago, has made some advances in
‘; {his direction.

" Threat shifts
mala’s continuing political instability, par-

ticularly in the form of guerrilla opera-
tions. When he came to office, it was the

leftist rural guerrillas and urban terrorists .

{ who appeared to cause the most problems.
i But as the Méndez Montenegro term has

continued, the rightist elements have grown
. 1nc1easmg1y powerful and have probably
“" caused more of a threat to political stabils
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_ity than have the.leftist terrorists. . '

! The Guatemalan police, according to,
some sources here, have the names and’
know the movements in dctall of many ught-'
L ist elements.

I Rall Estuardo Iorenzana, according 'col
53 these sources, probably carried out the kld-,
b naping of Archbishop Casariego. It is likely,,
ﬁ

these same sources say, that Roberto Alejos:
Arza, a wealthy coffee planter whose farm’
was used for the Ce=*rn}
f‘ 10r¢8s R 1061, also was luvoivew

Mr. Alejos is close to right-wing activities

r umnit ﬂagheg

La Mano, hdS been 1cpeatedly dcmonstlatcd '

The rightist terrorists became a force in

of the Méndez Montenegro government. The

But he has been much buﬂcted by Guate- )
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