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ADDRESS TO THE FOREIGN POLICY/NATIONAL SECURITY

COMMITTEES ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

Tohna

MRU«BLAKE 19 aucust 1978

[ 3
IT 1S A PLEASURE FOR ME TO ADDRESS A GROUP THAT HAS

SHOWN SUCH AN INTEREST IN THE FORMULATION OF AMERICAN FOREIGN
POLICY AND THE SAFEGUARDING OF NATIONAgdsEgﬁley. Tﬁé h
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY IS VITALLY IN%ERESTED IN THESE
AREAS, AND 1 PROPOSE TO TELL YOU TODAY WHY WE'RE INTERESTED,
AND HOW WE ARE INVOLVED IN PROVIDING FOREIGN POLICY AND

NATIONAL SECURITY SUPPORT AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL.,

‘More THAN THE ALAMO, OUR AGE REMEMBERS PEARL HARBOR.
NEVER BEFORE OR SINCE DECEMBER 7,1941, HAS THE UNITED STATES

BEEN CAUGHT SO DISASTROUSLY UNAWARE OF AN IMPENDING THREAT TO

.t

[
L—Cj
_

NATIONAL SECURITY. AND YET WASHINGTON WASN'T COMPLETELY
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25 February 1977

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director for Administration

SUBJECT ¢ American Legion Resolution

Jack,

Attached is the recent exchange of correspondence with the
American Legion concerning their fine resolution of support for
the Central Intelligence Agency. Would you be kind enough, at
Hank's request, to give this material appropriate exposure
within the Agency.

Thanks and regards.

Andrew T. PFalkiewic:z
Assistant to the Director

atts.
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* CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WasHmiGToN, D.C. 20505

Toarem may Mg T Lt
SRsLunve dogistry

- ZEmmE

19 FEB 1677

Mr. Mylio S. Kraja '_ *1L | R .t;}: }1?;€1£°;;gjf’iﬁ'”

Director

‘National Leg1sTat1ve Comm1ss1on
The American Legion

1608 K Street, N.W.

Wash1ngton, D. C. 20006

,‘Dear r. KraJa-

I have received with p]easure your Tetter of 9 Februaty

- and the accompanying resolution of the American Legion express—_'

-~ ing support for the Central Inte]l1gence Agency. S
1 can assure you that your aid and encouragement, as weTY

as that of all patriotic American organizations, is important -

in enabling us to continue our efforts to provide the nation

with the most effective foreign intelligence capability.

Please eXpréss my appreciation to the members of the
-American Legion for their strong statement of confidence.

Sincerely,
75 €. W. Roche

E. H. Knoche
Acting Director

.Disfribution:
Orig - Adse.
' 1 - ADCI

- . 17-ER 1~ A/DCI
Retyped: ES/cs (17 Feb) |
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* WASHINGTON OFFICE % 1608 "K'* STREET., N.W. % WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006 %
(202) 393-4811 %

For God and Country : : February 9, 1977

Acting Director E. H. Knoche
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C. 20505

Dear Mr. Knoche:

Enclosed you will find a copy of Resolution Number 173
which was adopted by the American Legion at our National
Convention in August 1976. By taking this action, our or-
ganization has re-affirmed it's complete confidence in and
total support of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and
the Central Intelligence Agency.

It is apparent to us that maintaining internal security
is vital if our nation is to remain stable and retain it's
position in the world community. Since you exercise much
control over the shaping of our nation's internal security
program, we believe it necessary that you also be aware of
our position on this matter.

Sincerely,

\ AL Czueq \ghvt*&ctor

My 19 S. Kraja,
National Legislative Commission

Enclosure

t
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58th NATIONAL CONVENTION OF THIE AMERICAN L EGION
SEATTLE, WASIHINGTON, AUGUST 24-26, 1976

RESOLUTION NO.: 173
COMMITTEE : AMERICANISM

SUBJECT : SUPPORT OF THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF
INVESTIGATION AND THE CENTRAL
INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

WHEREAS, The Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Central
Intelligence Agency, both charged with the protection and pre-
servation of the security of the United States since their inception,
have served with distinction and honor in carrying out this vital
mission; and

WHEREAS, In the course of discharging of their obligations to

their superiors, the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Central
Intelligence Agency have been subjected to harsh and severe
criticism resulting in undermining employee morale and impeding
progress of these agencies in carrying out their traditional and
lawful goals; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention
assembled in Seattle, Washington, August 24, 25, 26, 1976, that
The American Legion reaffirm its complete confidence in the
capability, integrity and indispensable need for continued
excellent service of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the
Central Intelligence Agency; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be forwarded to the
President of the United States, the President of the United States
Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Attorney
General of the United States, the Director of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation, and the Director of the Central Intelligence
Agency with a view to giving all possible aid and encouragement to
the personnel of these agencies in carrying out their vital mission
of protecting the security of the United States, particularly at

this state of world history which reflects the spread of communism
and subversion of freedom.
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DCI PUBLIC APPEARANCE

Event: American Legion

Place: Waterloo, Illinois

Date: June 12, 1976

Time:

Speaking from Text

Need Press Office Help
to Prepare Text

Want Press Office to
Attend

Press Conference

Need Press Office Help
to Set Up Press Conference

Special Press Assistance
Required

Comments (See Attached Sheet)

Travel Arrangements

01315R000100220001-2

STAT

Yes

/

Yes

Yes

K

Yes

Yes

No thanks.

~ Neo Maybe

\

7:30 or 8:00 PM (Speaking Tiye) Arrival Time should be around 5:30.

No

No

No ¢

No_

o make.

Will wait a while.

at a later date.

A security-type will accompany Knoche.
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SEC. CL.| ORIGIN CONTROL NO.
% /(;/’/ (4 £
DATE OUT SUSPENSE DATE, CROSS REFERENCE OR

POINT OF FILING

" DATE OF DOC | DATE REC'D
2 anest [— — - - - — /
- _ DATE
FROM M ROUTING SENT
SUBJ. ? o
WM, L7

/f'/%”wj/é/ s

ANSWERED | N o o

COURIER NO. NO REPLY
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MYSTERIOUS DISEASE

BORIS BANNOV

“All last week there were flag-draped
caskets, tears and folling bells — and
a surge of atavistic fears clea‘rly slem-
of the
plague and the pox,” “Newsweek” inits

ming {rom inherent memories

August’ 16 issue quoted Dr. Leonard
Bachman, the chief health officer of the
State of Penrsylvania, as saying. People
in Philadelphia werg avoiding going

anywhere near the homes of the victims

- of the fearsome unknown disease - that

had hit the city, : _
‘The thirty people who had died_and

" the 150 who were hovering between

had been
present at the American Legion conven-

lite” and desth in hospitals

tion which brought togethgr veterans of
three
weeks earlier.

the
sffliction as the most horrendous in the

U.S. specialists have deszribed

history of medicine. It kills as cruelly

as mustard gas. After an  incubation
period of a few days, the patients are
overcome by a sudden weakness, they
are shaken by fever, and then comes

asphykiaﬁon. Postmortems - attribute

death to pulmonary congestion.

All efforts to find the disease carrier -

have failed so far. Dr. David Sencer,

director of the Disease Control Centre

in Allanta, told the press that the ana-

lyses made lotally exclude all hitherto
known viruses and bacteria as possible
pathogenic agents, Dr. Sencer believes

that the disease is caused by some

toxin,

So far there s no more’

"killer

bug,” and the affliction has been fermed

description of the cause- than
Legionnaires’ disease.”
"Whatever it is, it's one of the mast
dangerods things in the world," said
Dr. Jay Staz, chief virologist of Phila-
dershia, .
“"What we know is really what we
dan’t know,” Dr. Sencer says.
“Investigation will take a year or
two,"” was the comment of Dr, Bachman.

The problem, hc;wever, is whether

accurate.

_that has come lo light relates

- OR NEW WEAPON?

fhe “killer bug" will wait that long.

While the medical men, virologists
chemists and microbiclogists are trying
fo establish the characieristics of the
deadly virus or toxin, the U.S.'pr_ess
and the public have embarked on their
own search. :

Hints have appeared in tho press
that the tracks lead 1o the Central in-
telligence Agency and the Pentagon.
As was revealed during the recent in-
vesfigafioﬁs of CIA operahons, the
égenty has on more than one occasion
planned activity involving the use of
toxins or other chemical subsiances
injurious to health.

Recently some secret documents re-
lating to a ClA long-term programme
for festing on Americans (without their
knowledge of course) chemical substan-
ces affecting the activity of the human
published the
Washinglon press. The programme is

code-named MKDELTA. The documen-

brain have been in

jary evidence shows thal CIA research-

ers have studied in recent years at
least 139 chemical compounds in order
to choose the most effective agents
capable of paralyzing the human will
with a view to extracting the needed
information or facilitating recruitment,
the his

mental faculties, memory and ability to

and of depriving victim of

think independently.
So far 1t is not known how many of
these substances have been lested on

human guinea pigs or how rmany

people have been .involved in such

experiments. The Washington corres-

’”

pondent of the Baltmore “Sun” says

that practically all reporls on the use

" of toxins in wholesale experimentation

on human beings were destroyed on
orders from former ClA director Richard
Helms. However, a surviving document

fo the

_purchase for the CIA from the Swiss

Sandoz . pharmacological company
enough of the haliucinogen LSD o

affect 100,000,000 people.

The documents show
“ments

that  experi-
substances
inmmates of the state
al Vacoville, California. But
similar inhuman experiments nave been
-made without  their knowledge on
© Americans af farge.

with chemucal were
conducted an

prison .

“in a number of instances
suhject has pecome ill for. hours or
days, including haospitalizahon,” one
.report reads In such cases ClA agents
collaborated closely with the dociors
“in charge and the local police so as lo
conceal the real causes of the afiliction
from both the patients and the public,
and fo ensure the secrecy of
MKDELTA programme.

the test

The report fouches upon the death
Frank
a state of mental

- of bioéhemist Olson, who in

disturbance, alter

being given tSD without hus knowledge,
committed suicide by jumping out of a

window of a New York hotel. CIA do-
cuments that have been brought to light
show that the agent who administered
the drug to Dr. Olson was reprimanded
by his chiefs for having given him an
“overdose.” ’

tn this. connection Americans recsll
that lasi year the CIA tested a system
for the release of toxic and nerve gases
stations

at Mew York subway during

rush hours.

Pentagon officials are similarly exper-
imenting on human beings. According
fo a "Mew York Times' reporl, exper-
Jiments with hallucinogens resulted in
the death ot ‘the prolessional tennis
player Harold Blauer, who was given a

derivative of mescaline.

The U.S. press has on repeated acca-

sions - carried reporls  on experiments
with chemical substances conducled on

American servicemen.

Many Americans are now wondering

. whether the ClA and the Pentagan are
not invelved in  whal happenad in
Philadelphia. One "assumpﬁon that has

been made is that one or more of the

patticipants in the American Legion
convention had been , engaged in
some secret experiment under - a

programme like MKDELTA,

Is. it & maﬂer. of an experiment getting
out of hand or was it all deliberately
planned? ) ’
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THE BALTIMORE SUN
31 August 1976
ARTICLE APPEAICZD
ON PAGE .

Soviet sleuths blame CIA |

¥ 74 ByHALPIPER -~
© o eleax e BloScow Bureau of The Sun, RO DN
Moscow--Soviet radio propagandists have done a litile
- detective work on the mysterious killer of 28 American Le.
. gionnaires in Philadelphia last month—and they say the
. Cluespointtothe CIA. . - - LRI D g ST
...! The theory has not been advanced in any serious forurmn,
3 7 * But:a-broadcast beamed in English last week from Mos-
.3 .cow’s Radio Peace and Progress to Asia and Africa saig
74 . ‘that although virologists, chemists and microbiologists are
{7 stumped, “stubborn signals have appeared.” TR et
.7, The broadcast noted news reports and congressional in-
. vestigations into the use hy the CIA and the  Pentagon of
various drugs and chemicals. A
“Tests were made on American citizens without their
& - knowledge,” the broadeast said. Citing American press re-
.. 7 ports, it said that experiments with chemicals were carried
' outon American servicemen. =~ i AL
- Since American Legionnaires are‘present and former
servicemen, concluded Radio Peace and Progress, it may
;- bethat some of them were involved in the testing, oo
" "o Thus, “documentary facts,” the broadeast said, have
o “many Americans. thinking with alarm that the CIA and
7. the Pentagon may be responsible for the horrible events in
Philadel‘phi_a P e e P S

o dnipaee,

AL e A% 4,
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CIA GPERATIONS CENTER
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Date.

Item No.

Ref. No.

NEWS ANALYSIS SERVICE
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Comment:

. These comments represent the initial and tentative reaction of the CIA Operations Center and of the appropriate analyt

1c componens

in the Agency.
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| Cegion-fever: e

THERE is a distinct possibil-
ity, say intelligence analysts,
j that the mysterious “Legion
g fever” which swept through
| Pennsylvania recently may
i have been the result of an act
 of tetrorism. e

| The epidemic killed 27
i people and hospitalised 128
i others. who ~attended an
i American Legion convention
Hin Philadelphia late last

# month. - ,
§  Federal experts entered
{ the case as soon.as it was
! detected. The Pentagon, for
f example, quietly checked. the-
! employeesand stocks at Ford

§ are- Jocated  that. developed

TR . g ony
: s 3

" § wete intact,

’
P

. B deadly germs for biological

% warfare. . -

" 4 Biological ‘weapons were

§ outlawed in 1969. But some
| virus and bicteria strains are
1 still kept at Fort Detrick for
| immunology studies. The
§ Pentagon  investigators - dis-
# covered, with great relief,
S that.all - the deadly cultuxes
1" There 'was. concern that
# radicals might have. stolen

" Hsome discedse "germs and
Hinfected ‘the legionnanes. .

# This. possibility hasn’t. been
i completely, _dismissed. ., The

§ target for a leftwing terrorist
Cfattack. o AR
§ - Investigators have learned,

oY

{ Detrick, - Maryland.. This is
# where the secret laboratories

B American Legion supported .
. Bthe Vietnam' war, the -draft

. | and  military” spending.-This
makes the Legion a tempting .

|- it terrorism?

for example, that most of the
fever. victims attended an
American Legion parade in
Philadelphia. It is conceiva-
ble, one source told us, thata
toxic substance could have
been hand-sprayed here and
‘there along the parade route.

But there is no hard evi-
dence: Most organised ter-
rorists , want publicity for

their outrages. And no one ’

‘has‘stepgcd forward to claim
responsibility for -the out-
“break in Philadelphia. So the
malady is still a mystery.
. * As we previously reported,
“however, terrorists are trying
to-get their hands on nuclear
weapons.. This would give
them the ultimate weapon to
blackmait nations. We have
reported,_.nevertheless, that
our nuclear security is sloppy-
Now we have obtained a
classified government study
confirming this. The General
Accounting Office, in a con-
" fidential Teport, warns that
our ability to keep track of
nuclear materials -is -poor.
- Qur physical security . sys-
terns, the. report adds, are
weak:. - . .
_The report explains what
this could mean: “in addition
to being suitable for the fab-
‘rication of bombs, plutonium
is -an " extremely .toxic sub-
stance ... e G
s**Such materials could be
“used in an explosive device or
as a radioactive -poison by
_‘ferrorists, criminals or agents

of other countries”... . .

DPivi. -

daudy C fAaraw

1%1 4R0001 0022‘000”1 -2‘ -

STAT

STAT

ing which he assured all inat
Albania continued iis commit-
ment and friendship towards
Peking. - RN
Reports . from Greek and
Italian diplomatic missions in
Tirana, Albania’s capital, as well
as stories by some Yugoslav-
‘Albanians allowed to visit the
country, point to a considerable

tension between Peking and

Tirana. N
" China, apparently, has drasti-
cally cut its economic aid to
 Albania. Lo
- Fhe feeling of unease persists,

_':: ' Pilbhsi\e}l

. -7 . :Managing Editor:
For ‘advertising contact Mecca.

VTR v

OXaz Orgatization for Press and Publication at
" Mina Road, J;ddah,-Saudi-Arabia;" ) o
- Editorial offices: Mina Road, P.O. Box 5576 .
" Telephone 32166 - .. . = T e T
.. ' Director-General: Ali H. Shobokshi - -
.- Editor: Ayad A. Madani S

Malcolm Withoell. ™ "
Advertising Agency. Telephone

', Jeddah 24043-32821. Riyadh 27964. Dammam 22956. .
' Printed by Dar Okaz for Printing and Publishing — Jeddah, Saudi

with China cools, the economic
difficulties multiply. L
ing of Agriculture Minister Piro
Dodbiba
1s Hoxha trying to rejuvenate
Party ranks and administrative
apparatus with a young genera-
tion? .

without China is limited.
All ideas of industrialisation
might have to be shelved or
* scrapped. If China’s aid has been
drastically cut, Albania might
revert to a primitive agricuttural
economy without any hope of
improvement. :
Whatever Hoxha is trying to

-

~
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. and as Albania’s’ involvement.

This was reflected in the sack-

Hoxha’s room for manoeuvre

do, time is running out for hinm. -

p

c.
;
future shock?
believe that it

WIS P
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_MORE OM ClA EXPERIMENTS W[TH NORCQTICS

MOSCOW TASS INTERNATIONAL SERVICE Iy HUSSIAN 9825 6MT 5 Aun

75

| e:rex?)} HASHINGTON, 5. AUGUST, 5=n=THE LETAILS OF A MONSTROUS
'pReGRAM cf EXP§RIHFNTS ON PEOPLE 1PPLan&TFD FOR MANY YEARS 85Y THE
'c;a HAVE Baceﬁn KNOWN TN THE UNITED STatss,
| THE PUELIC OQuANIZATIaN "THE CENTER FOCR IVVEST}’ATIO\* rq‘rng-

?IELU OF NATIQNﬂL SEFURITY" Ha5 PLBLISHED B9 uTup nchgTﬂ CIA

e

REPATS “HICH DESCRIBE EXPERIMENTS TO STUDY TRE EFFECTS OF NARGOTICS

S e P

,GV TH= HUMAN QW&ANISM, AS TBESE DQu H&NTS SHOW, THE PROGHAM

KNGNQ UVDER THE CQoDg NAH# O{MCULTRA AND MCDELTAYN WAS START&W
IN 1955 Gﬂ THE'INITIATXVF OF THE CIA MANAGEMENT, APART FROM
AGFNTS aF TH“ SPY OHGANIZATSOV, WOQRKEHS OF THE THEM EXISTIN

uts FEDERAL QUREAU ON NARCOTICS WHQ HELPED IN THE EXPER 1w;wro-ﬂERE
Approved For Release 2006/11/30 - CIA-RDP88-01315R000100220001-2
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CYME CIA SET UP SPECIAL CENTERS In VAHIOUS PARTS OF THE COUNTARY

FOR 1TS EXPERIMENTS, ONE OF THESE CENTEAS WAS FORT DETRICK;
MARYLAND, WHEQE EXPERIAENTS WERE CARRISD QUT ON MILITARY |
PEASONNEL, THE REPORTS SAY THAT [% ACCQRDANCE WITH THE DEC[Z[04S
oF THE PROGRAM ORGANIZERS, JNJECTIONS OF NARCOTICS WERE &LSQ
GIVEN TO WREPRESENTATIVES OF ALL TSE COUNTRY'S SOCIAL GRAUES,
NAT{VE AMERICANS AND FOREIGN CITIZENS," OFTEN THE "PATIENTS™
D1D NOT GVEN KNGH THEY WERE SEING USED FOR TESTS, WIN A NUNZER
g}?-vﬁgsgs,“gﬁﬁ QF -THE REPORTS SaY, "THE SUBJECT RECAME [LL AND
HAD TQ BE MOSPITALIZEO,,." | o
 WITH THE CONNIVANCE OF THE AUTHORITIES, THE GIA CONPLETED
THE PROGRAM 1Y 1967, IN ADDITION TO NARCOTICS, Trif DOCUMENTS
SHOW, "OTHER MEANS OF CONTROLLING PEOPLE'S BEHAVIOR WERE FOUND,

INGLUDING RADIATION, ELECTRIC smcx.wm o
- FEARING PUBLICITY THE GIA LEADERS 13373 aesvacvsp A LARGE

PART OF THE ARCHIVES CONCERNED WITH THE EXPERIMENTS, HOWEVER,
F"/ﬁf\i ?Rﬂ EJ‘JCU“‘*NTS WHICH ARE LEFT AND WHICH HAYE BEBEN PURLIS“?;D

'.C’}RFAYE 4 "HVHJ PICTURE -QF THE CAIMINAL A"TIV’ITIES OF TH"' Cla

. AGAI":ST AﬁEﬁ;SﬁNS @5/13452 AUG
41383
NNNN .
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THE

ILLINOIS

Office of the __5th
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STATE HEADQUARTERS

AMERICAN

P.0. Box 910 . . . Bloomington, Illinois 61701
Phone 309-828-6067 . . . or . . . 828-6068

LEG/ON

STAT

DIVISION COMMANDER June 28, 1976

C.I.A. Office
Washington, D. C.

Dear

Pl Gt
I'm sorry that I ha%t't sentg%&ggé to you sooner,

but have been very busy, this is the year end for the
American Legion and all reports and convention is

coming up, plus at my job we are moving into a new
building and things are really in a mess, don't quite
know where to go with everything.

Again for myself and the entire American Legion
would like to thank all of you for making my convention
such a success. We have heard nothing but good things
about it. The radio station had the complete introduction
and speech of Mr. Knoche and have had a lot of good comments
on that too. Again thanks from the bottom of our hearts.

Sincerely,

Elroy Ostendorf
Department Vice Commander
Department of Illinois
The American Legion

312 North Market St.
Waterloo, Ill. 62298
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The 5th Division convention
over the week-end here began
with. a banquct on Saturday
evening with E. Henry Knoche,
Deputy  Dircctor of C.LA. of
Washington, D.C., as the f{ea-
turcd speaker.

Norman Bicbel, a member of
the Legion State Finance Com-’

mittee, scrved as  master  of
-ecercmonies. Fifth Division Com-
mander Elroy Ostendorf of Wa-
terloo Post 747, extended greet-
ing-hefore introducing Biebel.. - |
» CIL AT deputy- Diréetor Knoche'
has worked with intelligence ana-
lysis for over 23 ycars. This work
offered insight into the Agency’s
relationships with Congress and
not with the opcerational or clan-
destine side. He quoted from the
Bible in the days of Moses to
illustrate the fact that socicties
have survived by more than just
armed might. It has also taken
knowledge. A story in Joshua 2
shows that inteclligence is the
world’s oldest profession.

America cannot be blind or
deaf to the preparations of poten-
tial enemies. The government
needs solid facts and judgements
on which {o basc its policies and
plans if it is to remain strong and;
free.

Intelligence  activitics  have’
been in cxistence in the U.S.
since  the days of George
Washington, Pearl Harbor focus-
ed Amecrican attention on the
need for a unified natonal intelli-
genee scrvice of putting facts
together, analyzing them and
disseminating the findings o
those empowered to take actions.
Before World War 1 there was
departmental intelligence but no
one was "‘getting it together.”

Amwerica was determined never
to be surprised again and under
Prestdent Truman ihe CIA and
the Department of Defense was
created. '

He referred to the headlines
which have, in recent months,
charged CIA with every imagina-
ble offensc from massive domes-
tic spying to being unable to warn
our nation of impending attack.

Knoche said he hoped that
American people never come to
believe unfounded  allegations

simply because they have ap-
peared in print or because they
have been repeated so often, That
sort of technique works in closed
sociciies. It must not be allowed
to work here.

He gave credit to the CIA
people who (throughout the
battering) have not waivered in
their dedicatiun and professional-
ism. He remarked
pleasant as a CIA officer to sit
before the family TV and watch
children becomic  troubled by
charges implying theic father or
mother somehow was perhaps
less than an upstanding Ameri-
can, or worse, making a Hving in
some thoroughly disreputable
business.

Kuoche said he was not here to
cormaplain and pointed out that
CIA is almost 30 years of age and
any organization needs reforms
after such a length of time.

“Secrecy is important in intelli-
gence work because newspapers,
magazines, techaical journals,
books, radio and TV do not give
the CIA all it needs to know about

foreign capabilities and inten-

tions. Clandestinc means arc’
necessary to collect foreign
secrets along with advanced

technolopy to help acquire infor-

mation.
America has good intelligence

and the past is studded with
successes such as spotting the
Soviet nuclear missites being de-
liveréd to Cuba in 1962 and
working with thes President to
remove them.

The many mititary and. tech-
nological operations which are
constantly watched has assisted
in the reduction of the need for
on-site verification for certain
kinds of strategic arms control
agreements that have been con-
cluded with the USSR, The ABM
Treaty and the interim agreement
on offensive weapons of 1972
would have been impossible
without intelligence of this kind.

it was not:

CIA work covers more than
military concerns. Also included
is the monitoring and prediction

. of trends in ofl prices and tracking

of the flow of pewro dollars.
Assessing world crop prospects
and the problem of world food
supplies is also part of CIA's
work. These things affect the
prices Americans pay and Kooche
believes the American taxpayer is |
getting his full value.

Knoche was given a standing
ovation at the close of Lis speech.

Various gifts were presented
ard included a Life Membecship
to 5th Division Commander Elroy
Ostendorf frora his Post, Water-
loo No. 747. Roland Muench,
Convention Chairman made the
presentation. ln lis response,
Ostendorf, who serves as Ad-
jutant in his Post, said he was
becoming suspicious of some-
thing special taking place when
he was asked to go out of townon
a mecting night but he was
surprised because those are pre-
sented to 50-year members and
he has some 153 years to go for
that.

The evening closed with a
dance to the music of Virgil Crook
and his orchestra. -

The cenvention continued on
Sunday with the men meeting at
the American Legion Home and
the Ladies Auxiliary at the
V.F.W. Home.

Officers elected in the men’s
organization of the 5th Division
included Paul Kralman of Effing-
ham, Commander; Allen Bauman
of Fairfield, Vice-Commander;
Kermit Holtgrewe of Belleville,
Finance Officer.

Helen Richert of the Waterloo
Post 747 Auxiliary was elected
Sargeant-At-Arms in the Sth Di-
viston Auxiliary at the election on
Sundav. Mrs. Richert has held
various committee chatrmanships
but this s her first clective office
in the 5Sth Division Auxiliury.
Other officers clected are Ardelie
Tebbe of Belleville. President:
Helen  Mualanoski  of Tamee,
Vice-President; Norma MceEnroc
of Teutopolis. Treasurer: Awdrey
Atteberry of Carmi. Historian:
Rose Scehwars of O'Fallon, Scere-
tary and Ethel Ashbury of Chest-
cr. Chaplain.
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Almost 200 persons attended the
Fifth Division American Legion
Banquet Saturday night at the
Waterloo American Legion Hall,
kicking off the annual division
convention.

Principal speaker at the dinner

was E. Henry Knoche, deputy

director of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency, who defended the
reputation of the C.LA. and em-
phasized the importance of intel-

ligence in our nation’s security.

Knoche sald that America must
contlnue to have an intelligence
service second to none in the
world. “And make no mistake
about it,” he said, “every nation
on this planet, whether strong,
whether free, uses intellizence
information to improve its posi-
tion.”

Knoche traced the role of the
C.LA. from its beginning after
World War II. Prlor to that time,

the eountry had. severnl Intel- h
~ligence uiils, but no cédiléalized

agency. “All of the information
that might have led an analyst to
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conclude that the Japanese in-
tended to attack Pearl Harbor
was avallable in Washington,” he
said. “But it was not in one place
for an analyst to study; it was
instead in bits and pieces all over
town. . . .It was information. It
was simply not intelligence.”

He charged that many of the
recent headlines about C.1LA. ac-
tivities were false, *“We have been
charged with nearly every offense
imaginable,” he said, from ‘Mas-
slve’ domestic spying to being
unable to warn our country of
impeading attack.”

“And I can tell you tonight,” he
continued, “that our professional-
ism, cur dedication, our patriot-
ism have not been diminished by
the ordeal.”

He acknowledged that the C.1A.
has changed as a result of the
furor. “A ycar or so ago,” he
said, "I would nol have been here
glving “a_ speech  lke  this,” : He-

“denied that thd CLAL dsed sodre-

cy to cover up abuses. e said
that secrecy is necessary because

if the agency’s sources and meth-
ods were revealed, “our adver-
saries can take easy steps to keep
us from getting the information
we need. This has nothing to do
with keeping the American pubtic
in the dark, a charge made by
some of our critics. It is a simple
matter of protecting our ability to
get information. . . .Dedicated
and courageous men and women
who risk their lives in the service
of this country sceking wital in-
formation abroad can be exposed
and destroyed.”

Knoche said the C.1.A. is doing
a good job of gathering intel-
ligence and that in more than one
spot in the world peace scttle-
ments are being kept because
American intelligence is keeping
each side informed about what it
faces on the other side.

Master of ceremonles for the
banquet was Norman Biebel. Also

/making remarks st the .program
‘were Elroy Osiéndoif of Waterloo,

Fifth Division commander, John

STAT
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~~entation of a

Maag, Waterloo Post cornmand-
er; Roland Muench, eonvention
chairman; Id Brennan, com-
mander, Department of Illinois;
and Mrs. Robert Senne, state
American Legion Auxiliary presi-
dent.

dancing to music by Virgil
Crook's orchestra.

Ostendorf presided at Sunday’s
convention session, which was
attended by 138 delegates. One of
the highlights of the program for
local Legionnaires was the pre-
$100 eheck to
Patrick Costello, a member of
Waterloo Boy Scout Troop 359,
who won first place in the Siate
Legion's “Hoy Scout of the Year”
contest and who will represent the

The banguet was followed by A

department in the national con-:
test. Costello was first runnec-up

in the contest for the Depart-
ment’s Boy Scout Scholarship A-

ward, which was based on an

autobiographyy and essay on A-

merican Legion and Boy Scout?
activities. 4
Paul Kralman of Effingham :

was elected as
mander to succeed Ostendorf, and
Al Bauman of Fairfield

re-elecled finance officer.

It was announced at the conven-

tion that the Division had achiev-
ed 100 percent mernbership and

would lead the parade at the

epartment Convention in Chica-.
fo.
The Legion Women’s Auxiliary

held its sessions at the V.F.W.¥
Hall, where Ardelle Tebbe of -
Belleville was elected president to- -

succeed Ethel Powell. Gther of-
ficers clected are Helen Malan-
oski of Tamaroa, vice president;
Rosie Schwarz of O'Fallon, see-

retary; Norma Shalk of Teutop- -
olis, treasurer; Audrey Atteberry -
of Carmi, historian; }elen Rich-~
ert of Waterloo, sergeant at,,.
. arms; and Ethel Asbury of Ches~. -

ter, Helen Edwards of Broughton.

and Dorothy Martin of West,

Frankfort, assistant sergeants at
arms. '
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OFFICE OF THE
NATIONAL ADJUTANT

June 22, 1976

Lt. General Vernon A. Walters, USA
Deputy Director of Central Intelligence
Washington, D. C. 20505

Dear General Walters:

We are most happy you can accept our invitation to address our
National Executive Comumnittee on Wednesday, October 6. Since
you are arriving by automobile, I would suggest that you check in
to the Indianapolis Athletic Club where we will have suitable
accommodations for you for that day and overnight during

your stay in Indianapolis. We will have you pre-registered and
if you have other people with you we will have sufficient
accommodations to take care of them. My Indianapolis telephone
number is 635-8411 and I will be staying at the Indy Inn and the
telephone number is 639-4501.

We all certainly look forward to seeing you and if there is anything
we can do to make your visit more comfortable, please do not
hesitate to have someone call here at my Washington Office. The
telephone number is 393-4811.

Sincerely yours,

WILILIAM F. HAUCK
National Adjutant

e
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Exscutive Hegistry

AR PREL

DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE

WASHINGTON, D. C.

15 June 1976

STAT

Dear Mr. Hauck:

Many thanks for your letter of 28 May
inviting me to address the National Executive. Committeg
of The American Legion in Indianapolis o October 6th.
I am happy to be able to accept and loo{;orward to
being there. I am most grateful to The American ”
Legion for their continued support of Intelligence
which is essential if the United States is to survive

as a free nation.

I will probably arrive by car on the morning
of the 6th of October and will get in touch with you
when I get there., I will be happy to answer questions
after my talk, but I prefer to avoid formal press
conferences. Please let me know where I can reach - -~ - | -

you in Indianapolis.
With every good wish,

Faithfully,

Ve Aok

Vernon A. Walters
Lieutenant General, USA

Mr. William F. Hauck
National Adjutant

1608 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20006

ER
A/DCI
OTR
DDCT
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STAT
NATI‘;FI:::E:;:Z:'ANT May 28, 1976
Lt., General Vernon A, Walters
Deputy Director
Central Intelligence
Washington, D, C, 20505 ' .

Dear General Walters:

It is my pleasure to invite you to address the National Executive
Committee of The American Legion in Indianapolis, Indiana, the evening
of o L£.2t the Indianapolis Athletic Club. Itis estimated that 400
or 500 people will be in attendance,

, The National Executive Committee is the governing hody of The
American Legion, composed of one Principle and one alternate from each
of our fifty-eight departments representing all of the states, District of

wZelumbia, Puerto Rico and six foreign countries. They are the only group
Bf‘v’*“*f"" \,.'lr\riEE’OVis ed to rule on policy matters affecting our Organization outside of
the National Convention.

The National Executive Committee has had an unbroken record of
support for an effective intelligence service and I am sure you Will find them
a2 most interested audience. I am enclosing copy of two resolutions adopted
at its Spring meeting in which you might be interested,

upon your arrival in Indianapolis.
We all look forward to the pPleasure of baving you with us in October.
Sincerely yours,

) P T Haucs

WILLIAM F. HAUCK
National Adjutant
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INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA
MAY 5-6, 1976

RESOLUTION NO. 22
COMMITTEE: FOREIGN RELATIONS

SUBJECT: ENACT FEDERAL LEGISLATION TO PROTECT OUR
INTELLIGENCE AGENTS IN THE FIELD

WHEREAS, intelligence reports provide valuable information to insure
the national security of our country as well as that of our allies. These
reports also provide a margin of safety and warning of any hostile act
against the United States; and : '

WHEREAS, the identity of Americans employed in the many fields of
the American intelligence system must be protected in order that they
may remain an integral part of our security system; and

WHEREAS, recent publications have listed the identity of a member of
the United States intelligence network, and after this disclosure he was
brutally murdered; and

WHEREAS, this publication has publicly announced that the practice of
identifying intelligence agents in their publication will continue in the
future, not only damaging our security network and information sources,
but could expose this personnel to attacks by enemies of the United
States; now, therefore be it ' .
RESOLVED, by the National Executive Committee of The American
Legion in regular meeting assembled in Indianapolis, Indiana, on

May 5-6, 1976, that we petition the President of the United States to
direct the Congress to provide laws which will protect our intelligence
agents in the field, by making any public disclosure of their identities
a treasonable act., '

Approved For Release 2006/11/30 : CIA-RDP88-01315R000100220001-2
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INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA
MAY 5.6, 1976

RESOLUTION NO, 23
COMMITTEE: FOREIGN RELATIONS

SUBJECT:; REAFFIRM AMERICAN LEGION SUPPORT FOR A VIABLE
INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY

WHEREAS, credible intelligence operations are indispensible to any
nation's security and deterrence; and

WHEREAS, there is bPresently a massive and sustained attack on the
American intelligence community which has the effect of discrediting all
intelligence operations; and

WHEREAS, these continuing attacks have already se riously impaired the
functioning of the CIA, hampering the collection of worthwhile intelligence
by the Central Intelligence Agency, and the CIA is also experiencing great
difficulty in gaining cooperation from some foreign intelligence agencies;
and

WHEREAS, without credible intelligence operations, the United States be-
comes a blinded warrior incapable of insuring even its own survival; and

WHEREAS, the British Official Secrets Act of 1911, as amended by the Of-
ficial Secrets Act of 1920, has effectively safeguarded classified informa-

WHEREAS, the U, S. Supreme Court recognized the need for safeguarding
classified information in the New York Times publication case when Justices
Stewart and White concurred that "it ig clear. ., that it is the coustitutional

0001-2
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duty of the executive--as a matter of sovereign prerogative and unot as
a matter of law as the courts know law--through the promulgation and
enforcement of executive regulations to protect the confidentiality
necessary to carry out its responsibilities in the fields of international
relations and national defense;'" and

WHEREAS, it is obvious that executive orders and regulations alone can
no longer control the unauthorized release of classified information; and

WHEREAS, the U.S, Congress faced and responded to similar situations,
namely the enactment of 50 U.S, C. 783(b), 18 U.S. C. 798 and the Atomic

Energy Act; and

WHEREAS, in the Scarbeck case, the Court of Appeals of the District of
Columbia pointed out that the Congress fully intended to permit a prose-
cution without violating the same national security that 50 U.S.C. 783
(b) was designed to protect; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, by the National Executive Committee of The American Legion
in regular meeting assembled in Indianapolis, Indiana, on May 5-6, 1976,
that we reaffirm our support for a viable intelligence community which
adequately advises the U.S, Congress of its major activities and one which
operates within the current statutes and safeguards; and, be it further

RESOLVED, that we support enactment of federal legislation which  would
clarify and strengthen the safeguarding of classified information, and would
provide formidable penalties for violation of its provisions; and, be it
further

RESOLVED, that this legislation must recognize fully the spirit of the
Scarbeck case, namely that prosecution under the act should not violate
the same national security that the statute was designed to protect; and,
be it further , ’

RESOLVED, that this legislation should clearly prohibit the classification

of information which does not effect the national security of the United
States,
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3 June 1976
MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. E. H. Knoche

I have just had a chat with Mr. Ostendorf, of the
American Legion in Waterloo.

He understands that your name is E, Henry Knoche. As
1 expected, there was indeed some confusion on that point.

A little anecdote to be used in the introduction would
be appreciated. (Is there something that'll appear that
they're telling on you?)

There will be no QA aside from the usual friendly chats
before and after your talk.

I thanked Mr. Ostendorf for the offer of arranging
accommodations and transportation and said neither would be
necessary., (This obviates further response to his letter of
13 April.) :

Dress is informal.

They're shooting for 250 guests, have 100 signed up now,
and expect the usual last-minute rush.

This is a meeting of their Division, which is one of five
in the state and represents the southern one-third of the
state.

Radio station WCBW has switched signals, will tape the talk
instead of carrying it live -- probably with an eye on a better
broadcast time than Saturday night.

The only media invited are the two local Waterloo weeklies.
(This, of course, does not preclude that some others may show
up. And I don't think these should simply be kicked out.

1'11 know more about this when I get there.)

Mr. Ostendorf is taking the 1lth off and I'll meet with him
then. e

Deputy Assistant
to the Director

Approved For Release 2006/11/30 : CIA-RDP88-01315R000100220001-2
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3 June 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. E. Knoche

Here are some facts about the st. Louls papers for
your jnformation (and mine).

Post-Dispatch (Joe Pulitzer, president, publisher, editor)

Circulation: 275,000

Afternoon paper

Editorial writers: James Lawrence, Ed Higgins, Peter
Donhowe, John Lofton, John Zakarian

Washington bureau chief: Richard Dudman

Globe-Democrat (Newhouse newspaper chain)

Circulation: 267,000

Mornling paper

Editorial writers: Oliver Starr, Phil Sunkel, Ed Kosmal
Wasington bureau chief (for all Newhouse papers): Ed 0'Brien

Waterloo has no daily papers, but two weeklies.

eI
SR

STAT

Deputy Assistan
to the Director

T

mb
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MEMORAN DM FOR:  Hr. L. Knoche

FROM :  Angus MacLean Thuermer
Assistant to the Director

SUBJECT ' Your Speech at ¥aterloo
I like it. I 1like it because its got vintage Xnoche

and vintage Taylor, Lehman, and Thuermer all whipped to-
gether in an exquisite nelange.

About some of your questions:

pennis should go out either with you or half a
day ahead of you. %

He should have the 25 copies of the speech just
in case.

9.7 .
Your should not schedule a press confercnce but
you should be willing and prepared to chat with any
reporter who turns up to cover the speech.

Going through your manuscript I have the following
suggestions:

On page 1 after the sccond sentence you nay want to
insert somcthing like this: '"and I may be new to you,
but I'm an old hand in this part of the world; I used to
play basketball at -- (name nearest town where you played)--
and I'm proud to say we only got skunked by -- (points)...
The idea is to tie you in at once with the audience and
their part of the world.

On page 5 another local tie-in: I would say "...In-
dependence, Missouri, which is not too far, in this
modern age, from where we are tonight.

Page 7: If I were writing the story on your speech,
I would select paragrpph 3 as my lead, in that we have the
new Deputy Director of CIA saying that the Senate and House
did something that CIA didn't think was healthy or helpful.
I alert you to this.

Page 8: You use the phrase, "We must resort to...”
I suggest you say "'We must use clandestine means to collect
foreign secrets, especially 1in closed, totalitarian societies...”

T el d nnat nee the ward resort.= It is so often connected
Approved For Release 2006/11/30 : CIA-RDP88-01315R000100220001-2
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Mr. Mylio S. Kraja, Director
National Legislative Commission
The American Legion

1608 K Street, N. W,

Wagehington, D. C. 20006

Dear Mr, Kraja:
1
It was goeod of the American Legion to reaffirm its confidence in
the Central Intelligence Agency. Concerning tha resolution's reference
to employee morale, you may be interested in my 5 October remarks on
“Face the Natiom" '

t, ., .(The Agency hae) been, I think, very united in these
past weeks and months, I think it testifies to the toughness of
spirit of the people in the intelligence business. They have had
a terrible buffeting, and I think that they have stood together
and stood very well, There has been some unease and some
concerns and all tha rest of it, but they have held their morale
and discipline very well...."

The Legion's expression of support strengthens our resolve to con-
tinue to provide the American people with the best intelligence service in
the world.

Sincerely,

Tt ALy B Kol

W. E. Colby
Director

O/ES/BCEvansg:sfc (20 Oct 1975)
Distribution:
Original - Addressee
1~ DCI
.1~ Asst/DCI
. .1-ER

EXEN
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AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46204

MRS. ALAN M. SCHANEL
NaTioNAL PRESIDENT
777 N.MERIDIAN STREET
INDIANAROLIS, INDIANA 46204

April 7, 1976

Mr. Vernon A. Walters //Kd
Lieutenant General

USA Deputy Director

Central Intelligence Agency

Washington, D.C. 20505

Dear Mr. Walters:

I am delighted that you have accepted my invitation to speak
at our National Convention in Seattle, Washington in August.
It will make no different if you decide to retire from your
present position before our National Convention. I know the
delegates to the Convention will be just as interested in
what you will have to say.

1 would appreciate it very much if you would send a biography,
a glossy black and white picture and, if possible, a suggested
introduction to me at your convenience.

As the time draws near, our National Headquarters will send you
housing information along with any other information that you
might find of interest.

\,‘

Once again, thank you for accepting.

Sincerely,
)
%—/C"‘:t/ )

Mrs. Alan M. Schanel
National President
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26 March 1976

Mrs. Alan M. Schanel
Nationzl President
American Legion Auxiliary
777 N. Meridian Street
indianapolis, Indiana 456204

Dear Mrs. Schanel:

Many thanks for your kind letter and words concerning my
talk in Boston, Virginia. 1 do indeed recall your invitation to be
a spaaker at your National Convention in Seattle and I would be
most honored to talk to the delegates of the American Legion
Auxilisry.

St ol R

It is possible fhat I may retire before that dateland you may
want someone s T active goveFamEAt service at that
time. I will understand this fully. If, however, you would wish
me to speak under those conditions, I would be honored to do so.
Plense feel quite free to make the decision that seems best to you.

With every good wish,

Faithfally,

Vernon A. Walters
Lieutenant General, USA
Deputy Director

Distribution:
Orig - Addressee
1 - Asst/DCI )
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March 22, 1976

Lt. General Vernon A. Walters
Deputy Director

Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C. 20505

Dear Lt. General Walters:

It was such a pleasure and honor for me to be among The American
Legion group and to hear your inspiring talk given at the Freedom
Studies Center in Boston, Virginia this past January.

If you will recall, I extended an invitation to you to be a guest
speaker at our National Convention in Seattle, Washington. I
would be so pleased if_you would accept this invitation to be our
keynote speaker at the Opening Session on Monday, August 23, 1976.
I know what a tremendous impact and inspiration you could make on
our 1500 delegates who will be representing the one million members
of the American Legion Auxiliary.

We will be pleased to reimburse you for travel expenses and any other
expenses incurred while attending our National Convention. If you
have any questions, please feel free to contact me at your earliest
convenience. I shall be waiting eagerly for your reply.

Sincerely,

’;:5{ o~ j;uis/’ > /)r,‘j/r’ L’-«/i 4 ﬂadt./k
Mrs. Alan M. Schanel
National President
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AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA

March 8, 1976.

r. Carl &, Duckett : ) T
Deputy Director CIa '
Sciences and Technology

Central Intelligence Agency

washington, D. C. 20505 ;

Dear lLir. Duckett:

We were most delighted to learn froz Congress-
man Ken Hechler that you would be one of our speakers
for the Bicentennial National Security Forum, spon-
sored by the American Legion Auxiliary, Department of
#est Virginia, which is to be held on Sunday, April
L, 1976, at the home of Huntington Post No. 16, Tae
Agericen Legion, 1421 6th Avenue, Huntington, 7. Va.
For your convenlence, the telephonz number at the Post
home 1is 523-9471.

The Forum is scheduled froz 1-3 p.m., which will
oe preceded by a luncheon at 12 noon, also at the Post
hoxne, which we hope you can attend. e anticipate
200 or more interested people to be presant. 3Brige-
diexr General Richerd L, Prilleman is the keynote
speaker and we will also have speakers from local re-
sources from the Netional Guard and the U. 5. Corps of
kngineers.

Please accept this lettsr as a formal invitation
to you. It is our plan to meet you at the airport and
escort you to the Forum. Wwe would like to know your
arrival time and whether it will be at the Huntington
or Charleston airport.

Looking forward to your visit and participation

with us,
Sinoere;y yours, ) -
N A/

irs, Richard J. Kirklsnd

Netionael Security Chzirman
Department of West Virginie

Apzrican Legion Auxiliery STAT

A}

fdoime address:

STAT
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AMEBERICAN LEGION AUXILIA
WASHINGTON OFFICE - 1608 K STREET, N. W. - WASHINGTON, D. . — 20006
(202) 393.4811
July 16, 1975
The Honorable William E., Colby, Director gfr’m“W%m$w‘ ;me

Central Intelligence
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Colby:

Today Girls Nation held its election of officers so the 1975 session now
has a full administration thus enabling us to give you the name of the
girl which the victorious party has appointed to your counterpart cffice
at Girls Nation this year. She is:

STAT

Enclosed is a biography for conversational background information preparatory
to her appointment to meet with you on Friday, July 18, 1975.

We ?eeply appreciate your receiving this young lady and for your help in
making possible this youth training course in the processes of federal
government.

Sincerely,

MRS. MAURICE KUBBY

National President

Enclosure - 1
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AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY

WASHINGTON OFFICE . 1608 K STREET, N. W. . WASHINGTON, D. C.—20006
(202) 393-4811

June 26, 1975

The Honorable William E. Colby
Director of Central Intelligence
Washington, D.C. 20505

Dear Mr. Colby:

This is pursuant to our letter of May 29 informing you that the 29th annual
sessjon of Girls Nation, our youth citizenship training course in the pro-
cesses of Federal Government, will be held at The American University from
July 12 to 19, 1975.

As we wrote you in our first letter, it is hoped that each Girls Nation
citizen will have the opportunity to visit with the person in government
who holds the office comparable to the one for which she has been chosen
by Girls Nation. This would give her an invaluable insight into the
Executive function of government and it will be a personal challenge to
the girl appointed to this position to learn as much about it as possiblée
in the short time at our disposal. In that aim, | am hopeful that she may
have an opportunity to visit your office.

.

e R i G AT e R i

% : JxamgpurvEﬁ;mﬁégﬁd$gﬁhhm@%%g%%%wQEA%wLQEhas been set aside for ?ach of our
i-young@ngWes o pay a call on her counterpart. Could you possibly receive

§ your young protegee personally at that time? It would be meaningful for her

4 to meet with you briefly, then perhaps you could assign a staff member to show

1 her around your office and answer her guestions. |If you will not be free to

3 receive her in person, could you please designate a representative to see her

% in your behalf? (In that case, we will need the name and office number of

ﬁ that person.)

Programming is being coordinated by Mrs. Rita Schneiders of this office. For
advance details please call her at J93-4811, Ext. 61, 62 or 63. By Wednesday,
July 16, (following the Girls Nation election on Tuesday) she will be able to
provide you with the name and background of your Girls Nation Counterpart.

As in former years, we will be grateful for any aid you can give us in making
1974 Girls Nation an exciting ""1iving experience'' in the processes of American

Government.

Sincerely,

MRS. MAURICE KUBBY"
1K/ rms National President
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AMERICAN LEGION AUXIL.IARY

WASHINGTON OFFICE - 1608 K STREET, N. W. «- WASHINGTON, D. C.—20006
EXecutive 3-4811

May 29, 1975

The Honorable William E. Colby, Director ©¥F

Central Intel]igencigAgeney'
Washington, D. C. 20505

Dear Mr. Colby:

Girls Nation, our annual youth training course in the processes of
Federal Government, will be held at The American University from wﬂwwﬁwwiﬁm
July 12 to 19, 1975. P

These 100 high school juniors will convene as a miniature U.S. Se¥te.
After they have mastered the procedures of the Senate, they will beld
party conventions, campaigns and an election, and the winning party

will form an administration in which there will be an office comparable
to yours. The girl who holds this office will want to learn its primary
functions as well as possible in the limited time available. It's our
challenge to help her.

Before we print the official list of counterparts in the Girls Nation
Handbook, we would like to be certain that we have all names, offices,
titles and addresses in the correct form. If the inside address of
this letter is in any way incorrect, would you please let us know as
soon as possible. ‘

Your cooperation -in this endeavor will be greatly appreciated.
Sincerely,

N7

MRS. MAURICE KUBBY
National President

1K/ rms
Enclosure: Girls Nation Fact Sheet
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NEWS RELEASE from d:}

AMEBERICAIN LEG-ION AUXIT.TARY

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS WASHINGTON BRANCH
777 NORTH MERIDIAN STREET 1608 K STREET, N.W.
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46204 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006
TELEPHONE: 635-8411 TELEPHONE: 393-4811

FOR RELEASE:
IMMEDIATE (For background
Information)

GIRLS STATE AND GIRLS NATION

Girls State, culminated by Girls Nation is the youth citizenship training program
conducted annually by the American Legion Auxiliary to give high school juniors
practical experience in the processes of government and thus a clear understanding
of their approaching citizenship responsiblities.

GIRLS STATE SESSIONS, sponsored by 51 state and territorial Departments of the
American Legion Auxiliary, are held each June or July in State capitals or on
centrally located campuses in each of the 50 states and the District of Columbia.
There, high school juniors chosen with the aid of their school principals for
qualitites of leadership set up their own miniature city, county and state government
and Tearn to administer them according to the rules and procedures set by actual
state and local law. They learn by ''doing'' it.

From Girls State, two Senators are selected to represent their constituents at GIRLS
NATION, sponsored in the Nation's Capital in late July or early August by the
National Organization of the American Legion Auxiliary. :

GIRLS NATION in its first three days, organizes political parties, the ''Nationalists'
and the Federalists'' (with the aid of practical advice from representatives of both
the Democratic and Republican National Committees), holds national conventions for
the nomination of candidates, climax campaigns with a ''national election' and
installs the winners in office.

From this point on, Girls Nation moves in a dual role: As a Senate, which meets to
enact legislation, and also as a government administration, complete with elected
and appointed officials. Girls Nation then visits the White House and learns first-
hand how the federal government functions through briefing sessions on Capitol Hill
and at various Government Departments, including those of State and Defense,

Next fall, when the girls return to high school as seniors, they will report to their

classmates (as well as to local civic, church and fraternal clubs) on what they have
experienced and learned as delegates to GIRLS STATE and to GIRLS NATION.
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" BRIEF HISTORY OF THE GIRLS STATE
D AND GIRLS NATION PROGRAMS

Back in the depression ridden days of the early 30's, The American Legicn grew
concerned over public statements to the effect that Democracy was '‘on the skids''.
How, it wondered could America train its young people in the processes of self
government as effectively as Fascists ltaly and Nazi Germany seemed to be training
their youth groups in the promulgation of totalitarian forms of guvernment. Decidiry
that the best way to learn something was by practicing it, American Legionnaires
began, in 1935, gathering teenage representatives of high schools together for a

few days each summer in a citizenship training program on the processes of city

and state government. They called it ''Boys State''.

As this program succeeded and spread throughout the United States, the American
Legion Auxiliaty began providing similar opportunities for girls of high school
age. Thus '""Girls State'' was founded. The first Girls States were conducted in
1938 and since 1948 have been a regular part of the Auxiliary's better citizenship
program. In 1975 Girls State sessions are being held in all of the 50 states, as
well as in the District of Columbia.

Girls Nation, the Youth Citizenship program in the processes of federal government
to which Girls State sends two ''Senators'' each, in an annual climax to the Girls
States program and has been held in the Nation's Capital for one week each summer
since 1947. )

Girls State is staffed by American Legion Auxiliary members who volunteer their

time and effort to this enterprise. |ts administrative costs are defrayed by

their Department (state) organizations. All costs for Girls Nation, including
transportation are financed by the American Legion Auxiliary's national organization.
Delegates to Girls State are selected with the help of high school prinicipals on the
basis of potential leadership qualities and must be between their Junior and Senior
years in high school to qualify. Through these programs, it is estimated that each
summer the American Legion Auxiliary is adding 19,000 girls trained in the processes
of government to a group that by the end of 1975 will total about 495,000.

On Washington's Birthday, February 22, 1964, the American Legion Auxiliary received
one of the four top Americana Awards from the Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge
honoring its 1963 Girls Nation Program. Other Girls Nation Programs have helped

to win similar George Washington Honor Medals, including the ones in 1971 and 1972.

The National Association of Secondary School Principals has placed this program
on the Advisory List of National Contests and Activities for 1974-1975.
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