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By SIDNEY FIELDS

Sally Aw Sian, the only lady publisher
In Mong Kong, is the first woman in the
20-year history of the International Press
Institute to be clected its president.
The TPI hag a membership of 1,800
editors and publishers from 60 countries who
jealously guard the Sreedom of the press, try to
sed to it that the free flow of news iy not inter-
ripted by governmoents op anyone elsg and that
newsmen are proteeted from censorship and.op-
pressios, R T

“We do a few other hings,” Miss Sian gajd

CGuring a recent visit here. “The Institute carvies . .
¢ 2 training program for newsmen in Kenya,
Wa pay for that, And we run another one in
Nigeria with' a grant from the Ford Foundation.” .
Plump, pleasant and ;';1'}0J.'1'(:f(’n‘t,1 Miss. Sian’s
iews empire consists of {wo rimonthly magazines, e T - . - .
ilhs ]‘jn,{:’][ish language Hong Kong Standard and Sally "““_S"m“*“\l“ﬂ}s Ahead of the Type |
two Chinese papers, the Sing Tao Jih Pao (the couldn’t sce a youne woman as the Dig Losa. :
Singapore “-J[(‘l'”f“é;' Dﬂ”.\‘)\,f and U?CD 53“% ;Jl‘_;-xo “But that’s an ingrained attitude,” Miss Sian i
Wan Pao (The Singapere Afternoon Daj S avplained. - “Yoy Lave to be patient. Yonu can’t !
Chinese papers have a combined circulation' of thange that overnight,” : . s |
220,000, largest on the j:land. - In the 16 years that she's been a publisher, f
The type for them is hand set, but the pagesy she's emrned their yespect by increasing the eip ;
are photographed, flown to Taped, the Philippines, ewlation of the Chinese papers by almosl 30¢5, :
-San Francisco and New York and printed on ofi- - Aripling ber classified ads and scoring consistent .’
5“3}?*‘-"1‘3' : ]‘( " Miss Sian adimitted, “hye traing in display advertising. She was the fir§t
2 1wo days lale” Misz Qian adinitte ¢ e to use offset presses | g Kong and
sk doesnt really maticr 1 (e po five years ol oy compoinis o 1Tone e mnade L
{herd’s been a big influx of Mone Kong Chinesa a8t three trips o vear to Amey} &4, examining -
Antos the States an(d they're hunayy for I;C%\\'S from i:ci:-fl'#»)ﬁiq)ltiialr{? 11(1(-31]1001(!1: {oﬁ»“:; Oi;f(ﬂ.;]\ ]i]]jimig ;
* back home and Southeast Asgia and the wainland,” c.y})]plxl'E)_‘s.L She's al lva\'s ‘—e,\head ofhtho- ;c\‘pef )
Hev father who owned three pharmaceutical Five years ggo she conceived the idea of an : :
housds in ITong Kong made his fortune with one - American’ edition of hep Chinese papers, starled ;
cura-all ointmcnt, something 1ike mentholatum, the first in San Francizeo and when il went well, :
cealled Tiger Bahn, Tivery Hong Kong resident began the second iy New York. In both editjons- T
'&‘l}d tourist sooner oy Intm: Q&\::, “Tets go to ﬂlre she shrewdly addeq short fietion, entertainment s
Tiger Balm Gardens.” They're the big lovely - news and stoek marlket quotations, T :
parks filled with fine sculpture founded by her “We are now the second largest Chinese papers ;
father and always free to the publie. Ile alss  an the West and East Coasts,” Miss Sidn said, H
foundad a chain of newspapers in Singapore, IHer New York civeulatlion is 6,000; San I'rancisco, !
Bang"‘i:ok, Malayasia and on mainland China be- 8,000, The fiyst Chinese paper is ihe Uuited'j-
fore BMao took over in 1049, ) Journal with 10,000, - o
Miss Sian's brother, piloting {he family plane - In Iong Kong, where Dewspapers yun politi- |
. To check on the paper in Malayasia, evashed and  eally from extreme right-to the extreme.left and - .y
Aras killed, He wag 89 and the heir appavent, include two Communist papers, BMiss Sian is N

After the prief subsided her fathor asked hLis fievcely Independent. Sha scorched the Commuy-
davohter: “Why not {rv the papers 2% : nists for nspiring the 1967 riots, which took some

She worked in every department, accounting, ceourage; and she criticized Chiang Kai-shek foy
Purchasing, _ci'rcu]ation, advertising, editorial, being unrealistie and unaware of ihe change in
starting .at fhe Dbottom, Twao vears sfter she  {he wind,

starvted her intensive apprenticeship hor faller “You might ihink that Leing g0 close Lo Mao,
died. A cousin toolk over the pharmacentical  Hong Kong iy near a powder keg,” Miss Sian
houzes. Miss Sian had to run the papers, said, “Were not, Qup future is bright. We have

“I.w.as frightened, very :Eri;‘rhtoncd,’_’ she said,  some ctime, bud noihing‘_ compared to the Stutes,
“but ¥ didn’t have much choice.” We do nol have the pain-of youll problems or

Z . She was 23, She was caught in a riptide of - -a drug culture. And we do "ot have the doubtful
rerentinent  from seme of the employes who blossings.ofwomen’s lib,” LT
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