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the Itailan security and agti-terrorist services
kad bzea penstratsd by the ‘friendly” US:
inteliigence services. It also highlights the
shamblas into which the Iialian security ser~!
vices have follen, commenting profusely on!
thz personalides of three leading Carabinieri
genzrals in charze of operations. - :

One of thase ganerals had an apparently
insadable urge to appear befors lelevision,
cameras during anti-terrorist hunts, while |
ready to condons, it is hinted, torture of
prisoners or, indeed, any illegal methods. A
second was characterised as unable o establ-
ish or run the mawly-formed anti-terrorist
agzncy SISDE (Servizio per Ie informazione e
pzr la Sicurszza Democratica, or Intelligence
and Demoeratic Security Service) unless pre-
viously supptied with a full instruction man-
ual. The third would brook no course of action
ualess it seemed likely to lead him to the
evantual post of Carabiniert commander-in-
chief. T

The US official who left Italy under a
24-hour expulsion order was Dominic A. Per-
rone, a laison officer to Italian military and
security ssrvices from US Axmy European
Command, based in Romé. His intelligeace
report on the ‘status of (Iralian) anti-terrorist
orizniaton” was leazked, apparently from
Washington, to the Rome lsft-wing daily|
Repubblica. The report, written in Italy on 29
January z2ad forwarded to Washington a day
later, was compiled from information given by
a ‘group of contacts’. Five contacts are
described in Perrone’s report, eacll of whom
had <learly.been used to obtain detailed and
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sensitive information on the oparation of the
Italian security servicas. The report’s authen-
ticiry has not been disputed: Repubblica took
the precaution befare publication of obtaining
2n znalysis and assessment of its contents,
from the former ageats working for the,
Washington-based Covert Action Informa-
tion Bulletin® — in particular former CIA
Latin American agent Philip Agee. They told-
the NEW STATESMAN that analysis indicated
the report to be wholly authentic ~ in particu-
lar the practice of infitrating the operations of
intzlligence sarvices in friendly countries.
Perrone indicates that he is responding to
specific iatzlligence tasks assigned to him by a
CIR - probably Central Intelligence
Requirement of the CIA - number G-
SCP-49503. In 19ABpnevedd andleltase
reports with the DIA on exactly the same
subject. He grades his intzlligence sources
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Perrone discovered that [taly had
devzloped an ‘entire officiul and unofdcial
intelligence and security services structure
{which) was operating in viclation of the
reform law (on) anti-terrorism’. "The Inteliig-
ence and Military Sseurity Service, SISA,
had illegally become involved in ant-terrorist
activities — 2nd was almost uaable to perform |
at all as a countar-espionaye sarvice, leaving :
Jtaly wide open to hostile intelligence
activities, as well as “Eiendly’ ones. To cap off
this wholesale leak Perrone’s source added
that a recent Parliamentary report on SISDE
had been ‘mishmash and pap’ iatended to
raislead. h ' ’
APART FRQM THIS, the Perrone report
lucidly describes the proliferating special ;
investigations ia response to the Aldo Moro !
murdar and other incidents. A network of |
national and local ‘special operations’ offices |
had been set up by the Interior Ministry:
the Prima Minister had appointed as Coor- |
dinator for Anti-Terrodsm and Aldo Moro -
case Chief Investizator, Carabiniert General -

 Carlo Alberto dalla Chizsa. None of these had -

legal authority, which was vested in the judi- ;
cial police. Unsurprisiegly perhaps, ‘the only
agency assigned the ant-terrorist function by
law was SISDE, which was probably conduct-
ing the l=ast amount of actual activity ... the
anti-terrorist operarjon was in chaos. )
General dalla Chiesa’s peachant for per-
sonal publicity dominated many anti-terrorist
activities. He was ‘looming over the {effort),
appearing at raids and other publicity valuabla
scenes, levying and tasking the other agencies
and taking credit for what the other agencies
had dona. As a result the operation was:
haphazard . .. and operating at the expense of
the security of the country’. Dalla Chiesa was
also responsible for spacial prisons to hold ;
Brigate Rossa terrorists; 2 colleague who had ;
worked for him ia the Carabinieri intelligence :
section told Perrome that he was ‘action:
orieatad . .. and not too concerned with how |
results were obtained. If he received orders to !
elimiaate the Brigate he would start in -
immediately, worrying about increasing his
capability as he went along. The fine poiats of §
legality or illegality would not interest him. !
In the special prisons which he controlled !
the Carabinieri officer expected that he!
‘would use whatever means possibla to obtain
information.” The colleague modestly con- '
cluded that dalla Chiesa was ‘inclined to bea
little ruthless.” . :
~ All of Perrone’s five main informants are
uoted in constructing a profile. of another -
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officers, one counter-espionage chief and 2
CESIS sourca all concursed that Grassing —;
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