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The attempts of CIA officials, both current and retirec,

to 1ink the death of CIA station chief in Athens, Greece to the
is

Fifth Estate/ more than mere stretching of facts and coincidences~

It is a blatant attempt to,éhl&&Lﬂﬁthose th have had the covrave 7;

and conviction to oppose the CIA in its domestic de {orelﬂn

operatlons.'

Richard helch the dead CIA agent was.identifiéd aé_auCIA.-

station_chlet in lea Peru 1n the Spran/SunneI issue of Countergp} o

the quarterly Journal of the Fifth Estate. Hls subsequent novc

to Greece nas_unknown to us and we have had no (ontati wlth the

© Greek newsp*per that 1dent1£1ed hlm.- Mr Welch dled 2s a. dlrect

result of tne world ~wide hostlllty that the CIA has helped cen01ate‘j*

“against the U.S. "As a "CIA acent he - ann that his role in:

COOldlnatLLo CIA operations, be they in Peru or G*ccce, cou]d

some ddy lead to his death. It is a fact of life in such organizations.

- CIA that ‘sent him there to spy and perhaps even to 1ntexvene_,;

Ccin the affairs of the Greek governlﬂnt - After. the. Athens Newsw:m

publicly 1aent1f1ed hlm, there was no excuse for the CIA to keep

_ him there. The blood of Mr. elch is on the hands of the CIA

and not on the pages of Counterspy. The political rationale for

Mr. Welch's death should not be overloo d For maﬁy‘Greeks the
_name of the CIA brings back horlld nemories of U.S. supported

tortures, imprisonnent and dcath as well as intervention in the

country of Cyprus. Such emotions based on political fact are fGlL

by many throughout the world.
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- If an}«'one is to blame for Mr. helch' de’a‘tﬁ',_‘ it i's ‘j;hré_:;jj__’



Approved For Release 2004/10/12 : CIA-RDP88-01314R000100350014-2

Counterspy's policy on publishing the names of CIA operatives

in its CIYA Around the World: We Thought You Would Like to Know feature

is thar any names published as CIA by a foreign pre%v_oLghn can

and will be published. The CIA staticn and chiel in most counfries
is usually well known both by governments and political partics
abroad. Only those who live in the U.S. are denied that information,
Our purpose in publishing names is to help idcntify'thé gf&wtﬁ f,

of CIA uperationé and stations around the world.

If the CIA continues to intervene in the affaiys of other
countries, similar events may ocﬁure We are not the peéple
responsible for those. occurrcncés, however. The CIA with its . o
.murders and Lorturers has now added the blood of one of its own |

to Lhe lc“a l1ist of victims mﬁxmh it has denicd 111e
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The so-called "Counterspy" of the Fifth Estate, w1thout

even an expression of human sympathy, has issued a statement

which can only be called a shocking attempt to use the

death of a ‘dedicated American as fuel for its irresponsible

and paranoiac attack on other Americans serving their country

here and abroad. I am sure that true Americans will

repudiate this cynical statement. 25X1
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