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RATHER: There is further evidence tonight of what a2 U.S.
officizl czlled 'Libye's pztlern of destabilization in Africa.’
Ap overnight coup in Upper Voltz resultec in = new government,
one alliec with Libys. A mocerzte president was ousted by 2
former prime minister, who reportedly used Libyan—supplied arms.
1t was Upper Volta's thirc¢ coup in three vears. Libya also is
actively backing an atlempt to overthrow by force the government .
of Chad. Officials in thet country charged today that Libyan
bombers continuve (o pounc three government—held positions. And
#s Dav:ic Martin reports, Libyz zppears sel to deliver a coup
d'etat. '

MARTIN: U.S. intelligence says & force of about 1,000 Libyan
soldiers backed by Soviet-built fanks is poised to attack the
government army of Chac's President Habre. One report says it
is unlikely Babre can hold out. If Babre it forced to retreat,
he will be exposed to zttacks by Libyan warplanes in the open
desert. Libyan air strikes zlready have enabled rebel forces
sitempting to overthrow Habre to capture 2 key -eastern garrison.
But an assault by Libyan ground lroops on F;va* Largeau would be .
Hoamar Kdahfy's most direct involvement yet in Chad's eivil war,
e fact which Libyan officials continue to deny. ALI AHMED
HOUDER] (Libyan People's Bureazu): We don't have any presence in
Chad.

MARTIN: U.S. sources also say Libvs appears to be mobilizing
1ts forces for a2 wider conflict. The government has canceled
military lesves, ordered students and teachers to report to
military barracks and reguisitione¢ four-wheel drive vehicles.
The mobilizztion is an zppzrent reasction to signs that the U.S.
snd France zre p*eparzng to :ntervene. At one option, the U.S.
it considering flying AWACS rader planes with F-16 Jet fighters
clong Libyz's eastern border with Egypt. The maneuvers would be
officially describvecd a2s pert of the Bright Star execcises just
beglnnlng in Egyvpt bul would be intendec to intimidate Khaafy.
To hear them tzlk, lLibvan officiazls do not souncd intimidated.
HOUDERI We know we're not z matedh for the United States. But

when 1t comes to defending our r;ght and our country, we will
fight anybody.

MARTIN: U.S. anc French military aid had been intended to help
Eabre beat the lLibyan—backed rebel forces. Now that Libyan
ground troop= seem aboul to intervene directly, the cazlculations
of how much :s enough to ssve Habre will h.ve to be re-done.
David Msrtin, CBS News, the Fentagon.
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