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JENNINGS: Oversezs todsy, anc for most accounts, the civil war
in Chac is going very badly for the government. It is the
Libyar connection with the rébels which is tausing concern in
Washington. 4As ABC's Barrie Dunsmore reports, the government of
Chad needs heip and urges its friends to hurry.

DUNSMORE: Americern anzlysts are predicting that unless someone
comes to the rescue, the govenment forces in Chasd will be
defezted by lLibyan-backed rebels within the next couple of
The 'someone to the rescue' woulc have to be the Frenmch air
force=-with 2 little back~up from the U.S. Sixth Fleet.
According to American intelligence, the Libyan 2ir force
continues to pounc the forces of President Habre in nortbern
Chad. Chad has no zir force a1 all, anc the 30 Red-Eye
anti-sircraft missiles the U.S. sent earlier this week are not
sufficient to hold off the Libyan air force. JOEN HUGHES (State
Department Spokesman): The situation is serious and we are
concernec about it. We've seen the reports that Oum Chaloubs
has been captured by the Libyan-backed rebels.

days.

HMANKIEWICZ: President Rezgan decided yesteday t%rincrease
military aic from 10 to $25 millien. But something more

immedizte is needed. 4s Chad is = former French . colony, anc
it's other neighboring former French colonies zre terrified st
the prospect of libys's Khadafy taking over Chac, France is the
obvious country lo intervene. American officizls say French
Jaguar fighter bombers, currently based in centrszl Afries, touid
make z mejor difference in northern Chad. They also hint that
the U.S. coulc create z diversion, sc to speak, by stepping up
eir operations of the carrier task force Lisenhower in the Gulf
of Sidra off Libye. The American AWAC surveillance planes mnow
in Egypt are zlready invelvec in monitoring Libyan air
cperations. The U.S. i¢ hesitant to publicly urge France to
move, as the French traditionzlly bzlk st the notion of
responcding 1o American prectsure. However, the two sides sre in
close consultztion and it's likely to be, 2¢ one official here
pul 1t, z Chacd weekend. Barrie Dunsmore, 4B( News, the Sizte
Department.
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