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' .- ABC NIGHTLINE.
6 June 1983

ROPPEL: 4BC's Carl bermstein reports that s FRouse Foreign Affairs Committee is
expectec to vote tomorrow to cut off funds for covert Cli aid aimed st crippling the
Sandinista government. Senale committees already have voted @ simliar cutoff by
Sepiember 30, but Bernstein reporl: that congressmer responsible for overseeing the
ClA are skeptical about today's charges by Nicaragus.

’

BERNSTEZIN: Despite heightenec congressional concern about the Cli's activities in
Central America, Lhose congressmen most familiar with the agencv's operations, members:
of the House and Senate Intelligence Committees, have expressec skepticisw that the
agency would engage in any assassination plots. Such action, they note, is forbidden
by law, anc the danger to the Cli, if it was found to be secretly plotting murders of
Nicaraguan leaders, would be enormous, intermational embarrassment, & probable cut—off
of- funds for dozens of covert operations around the world, far—reaching
“investigations, and for the Reagan administralion extensive politicsl damage, but
among members of Congressional Intelligence Committees, as well as members of the
intelligence gathering community there was little doubt expressed that officials of
"the embassy staff in Hanagus have extensive contacts with the Sandinistas' political
opposition. Part of the 519 million in covert operations against the Nicaraguan
‘regime is earmarkec for building popular support for an opposition fromt in the
country, butl there has been no suggesiion by congressional sources that these plans
include assassinslion attempts. (li Director William Casey, sav members of Congress,
has become increasingly angered by guestions raisec on Capitol Hill adbout cover:!
activilies in the hemisphere, leading tc & recent outburst irn which congressmen say
Casey shoutec sl them, quote, 'Wno lost Centrsl Americe is going to be the big issue

in the next presidential election.' This is Carl bermnsteirn for Nightline in
Washington. '
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ABC NIGHTLINE
‘6 June 1983

RKOPPEL: It is generally conceded that the Reagan administration is engaged in covert
activities supporting opponents of the left—~wing government in Nicaragus, but wnhen it
comes to details on those actitivies the usual U.S. response ig & terse '‘no comment.'
Tocay, however, the U.S. government lost no time in flatly denying charges that U.S.
¢iplomats were conspiring to assassinale top Nicaraguan leaders. Three American
diplomats flew out of Mamagus, Nicaragus, tonight after they were declared persons non
grata by the Nicaraguan govermment. Llinds Pfeifel, David Noble Greig and Ermila
Rodriguez were accused by the Nicaraguan government of plolting criminal activities
against Nicaragus, including assassinatlion attempts. The story now from Nightline

- correspondent betsy Aaron. MIGUEL D'ESCOTO: , The talks have been shelved for the time

being because after all they have said thst....

AARON: This is the man, Nicaraguan foreign minister, the Reverend Miguel D'Escoto,
whon three American Embassy employees in Nicaragus are accused of plotting to
assassinate, the three accused ©f working for the Central Intelligence Agency. In
Managus & U.S. embassy spokesman called the charges, simply absurd,' s statement
‘echoec in Washingtor at the State Department. ALAN ROMBERG (State Dept. Spokesman):
Among ofher things they suggestecd lthat these people were engaged ir plamning for

.. assassination sctivities. We have rather consistently deniec any suck activilies.
*LENIN CERNA: (Speaking in Spanish). :

AARON: The Nicaraguans outlined their charges this aftermoor st & pews conference run
by Lenin Cerna, heac of the state security police. Saic Cerna, 'We are here to show
vou once again what the Cls has been doing.' What it hac allegedly been doing was
recruiting this woman, *Marlens Moncotts, s secretary working in the Nicaraguan
embassy in Honduras. Under orders from her government, Moncolla returnecd to Nicaragus
anc went lo work as & Gouble agent, spyving both for the Unitec States anc Nicaragus.
Reacing from s text, Ms. Moncolts tolc of numerous phone calls anc letters frow Ermils
Rodriguez, & seconc secretary a! the U.S. embassy, her Awerican contact. Then the
evidence: hollow bookends with roow enough to hold code books for deciphering
messages sent by lwo-wav radio; & pad, its pages made of edible paper: s bottle of
brandy laced with & lethal poison, the brandy allegedly intencec for Foreign Minister
Miguel D'Escoto. The Rev. D'Escoto hac often charged the Umited States with trying to
destabilize anc to overthrow his govermment. In 1982 at i news conference in Hanagus:

D'ESCOTO (Filmclip): The United States has decided 1o launch an invasion against
Nicaragus.

AARON: And in April of this year on this program: D'ESCOTO (Filmelip): They
conceived it. They are directing it. They are financing it, anc the United States is
also arming it.

AARON: Todsy's news conference ended with & Nicaraguan—made film showing Ms. Moncotia
entering & restaurant in Managus, this her first slleged contact wilk the Americans.
These scenes were sel to music by the Nicaraguans. Through a series of still
photographs anc videotape Moncottz is seen entering anc lesving 2 car with Ermils
Rocriguez. Opn May 31, Moncotta says she received a phone call telling her to pick up
the liguer bottle beside 3 tree. She dic on cawers. That vas less than a week ago.
Yesterday the Nicaraguans decided to pull the plug on this so-called ClA operstionm,
announcing the expulsion of three U.S. embassy employees anc tonight Irmils Rodriguez,
seconc secretary; lLinda Pfeifel, s political affairs officer; and David Greig, & first

LONTINUED
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secretary flew out of Managua, the first Americans orderec to leave Ni caragu. Thie

Betsy Aaron for Nightline in New York.

ROPPEL: 1Ir s moment we'll talk with Nicaraguan Foreign Ministe- Miguel D'Escoto, who,
say the Nicaraguans, was targetec by the (ClA for assassinalion, anc later the 15th
anniversary of the death of Robert Renmnedy. We'll talk live wzth his eldest son,
Josepr Rennedgy, II.

ROPPEL: Al this point we were schedulec to talk viez satellite with Miguel D'Escoto,
the foreign minister of Nicaragua. Uniortunately we've just lost ous satellite link.
Joining us, however, here in our Washington studio is the former chaizman of the
Centrzi Intelligence Committee Frank\Church of Idaho. t was he who spoke at ar
earlier time of the Cli being like s rogue elephant, other words, an organization that
hacd gone totally out of contrel. Sen. Church, considering all that happenec during
your tenure and since, is it feasible, do you think, that the Cli woulc onte again be
involved in assassination sitempls against leaders of foreign governmments? CHURCRE:
Well, Ted, I would certainly hope mot. I, I £ind it hard to believe thst we would
~again stoop to that kind of activity in the world. The problem is thst even if this
'is & hoax, 2 set-up, many people will believe il in Latin Amesice because it st &
known Zact that the Clia gic involve ilself ir assassinsiion allempls in ihe past
against Castro. It was implicatec in the assassinslion ¢f Trujiilo in the Dominican
Republic. It sought to seek, or it sought to assassinale Lumumbs &t One time in
Africa. General Rene Schneider in Chile, whc having been &z West Poini gradustle.

opposec an army take-over of an electec government, &nc there was & passing of weapons

te one of two groups that_were known lc be intending to kidnzp the generz). He war
lzier assassinated iz thst kidnsp atlempl, so these ace known facte of <he safl, anc
‘that's, that's the ;h;ng that aluays made me believe that in addition tc being wSeng.

once revealecd we paic too heavy a political price.

"~ ROPPEL: Well, let me ask you & qQuestion about that. 'In all the weeks of hearings
that you hac on this particular subject, wnat conclusion did you reach as to the
motivations, then, because that must always have been in the backs of the minds of

those who were planning these things, if this ever comes out there's gonna be hell to
pay.

CHURCE: Well, you see, I think that that was never thought through. There was a
perioc in our history when we regarded our presidenls, and they regardec themselves as
kind of super godfatbers who were entitled to take actions of this kind. Had it been
thought through, they would have reslirzec that in s free society like ours it's just 2
guestion of time until these assassination sttempts, like other covert operatioms,.

~ become known, anc then the political price we pay is immense. I mean there are parts
of this world that make no distinciion between the Unitec Ststes ancd the Soviet Union
anymore because of this kind of sordid activity, and that's, that's a terrible shame

because we lose, in the eyes of so many people in the world, the very values that we
bold most dear and make us such & special society.

“ROPPEL: Follow up for & moment, if you would, on the thinking thst lay behind what
you said 2 couple of moments ago. You spoke cof the possibility of s set=up. We are
in the middle, once again, of s certain period of self-examination. Why do you think
* there might be & set-up, and how would you think that bac been frawmed up? CHURCE:
Well, I can see, you know, ] don't know whether the truth or the falsity of this
mstter. How, how can 1 judge, or any of us at this poini, but I can see how the
Nicaraguans, for example, might appeal to the svmpathy. of other countries in Central
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America anc indeec throughout Latin Americs by implicating the Cis iz another effort
to assassinate the leaders of the Nicaraguan regime. 1 mean it plays to their

advaniage to the extent that it's believed. I hope that it isn't so. I, I'm sorry
that it will be, nonetheless, widely believed, anc that, that's damaging to us.
ROPPEL: There is, is there not, s

law that was passec about 10 vears ago against the
assassination of foreign leaders”

] can see pecple in other parts cf the worlc ané
pPernaps even some people in this country looking & little eynically at that and
saying, come on, if these were people wno were worried sboul the lsw, we wouldn't have
to be concernec in the £irst place. What goed coes z iaw like that 6o? CHURCE:

Well. I thinlk that if we don't, if our own governmen. coesn't obey the law, then the
governmeni sel: an impossible example for Lhe peopie. I thinmk that this lesw isg
enforceable. I think thst it will be obevec. I'm not one who assumes on the basis of
these revelztion: todsy that the CIA has 2gsin reverted to assassination attempts.
abroac. Tpe commitlee concluded thal on the, on the batis of our investigation of
such assassineiion efforts in the past that the price we paic wa: much loo high, that
‘the United States should not desert its own principles. and tha! when we do that we
Teally play inlc the nands of our enemier, anc, zn, so we Tecommendet against covert
opecsiion:. mo! only assassinations but cover: cperelion:s generzllv. excepi in extreme
circumslances where the Vital securily anc survivei of our own repudblic callec for
such sction.

ROPPZL: 7There seems 1o hsve been z lit:iie siippage on those grounds slreacv. CHURCE:
Oh, ves. clezriyv. C(Clearly we're reveriing uncer lhis administi-slion To Practices of
the past Thati CiC not serve the best inieres: .cf this

ithis couniry anc should not be in
our, or ocur piblic agendsr They shoulc et be : Pert of our pevernmentz! operation
breac. : '
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