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In Salvadoran Bishop’s Death
Ex-Intelligence Chief Levels Ailzérattons

By Don Oberdorfer

Washington Post Staff Writer

The assassination of Salvadoran
Archbishop Oscar Romero five
vears ago was carried out by former
Nicaraguan national guardsmen di-
rected by Col. Rlcardo Lau who
later_beca nce
for the ClA-back ting
against the Sandinista goverpmpent,
a former Salvadoran security offi-
cial charged vesterday.

Col. Roberto Santivanez, who
was head of El Salvador's central
intelligence agency in 1978-79, said
at a Washington news conference
that Lau had been paid $120,000 in
connection with Romero's assassi-
nation by wealthy Salvadoran exiles
on March 27, 1980, three days af-
ter the killing. '

The killing of Romero, who was

among the most popular and impor-
tant figures in El Salvador at the
time, was a key event in polarizing
the political situation in that coun-
try. Salvadoran President Jose Na-
poleon Duarte has said the govern-
ment is investigating the widely
discussed crime, but no results of
the investigation have been an-
nounced.

Santivanez gave interviews to
several news organizations and
about two dozen members of Con-
gress a year ago recounting his in-
side knowledge of death squad ac-
tivity in El Salvador, but at the time
insisted that his name not be used
for fear of reprisals.

His revelations caused an imme-
diate stir even without use of his
name.

There was a further stir when it

CIA-RD

COL. ROBERTO SAN TlV.\' EZ
.. appears at news conference:

was learned that Santivanez had
been promised $50,000 as living
expenses by critics of U.S. policy in
Central America. ;

Bruce Cameron, a former con-
gressional aide who helped arrange |
Santivanez's original testimony, |
said he actually received $32,500. °

See LATIN, A28, Col. 1

w US. planning its largest mxlxlary :
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Detail Offered
On Bishop’s

Assassination

LATIN, From Al

Santivanez said yesterday that
“money was not my motivation” but
that funds were essential to support
his life and travel.
The news conference yesterday,
sponsored by an independent film-
maker who is releasing a documen-
tary on Santivanez, came as the ad-
ministration is preparing a large-
scale effort to persuade Congress to
reverse its cutoff of secret funding
for the anti-Sandinista insurgents.
Beyond his charge against Lau—
+ which was not mentioned in his re-
marks last year—Santivanez's
- news conference was notable for its
" description of the links between
various Central American rightist
- officials and groups in conmection
with the Salvadoran death squads.
" According to Santivanez, the de-
- cision to kill the archbishop was

~made by Miami-based Salvadoran
capitalists “who gave the money”
and was passed along inside El Sal-
vador by Roberto D’Aubuisson, a
former major in the security service
who has since become a prominent
figure in Salvadoran politics.

The killing was planned in Gua-
temala, according to Santivanez,
and carried out by “two ex-Somoza
[Nicaragua] natiomal guardsmen
working with a Salvadoran National
Guard team.”

Santivanez did rot name Lau,
who had been an intelligence officer
and field commander for former Ni-

carzguan president Anastasio So-
moza, as one of the archbishop's
bullers

Szntivanez szid that, on the basis
of a captured "diary” of death squad
activity and “several other sources,”
Lzu plaved "« key role” in training
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exercise in Honduras.

the death squads and was paid for :

Romero's assassination.

Lau was later chief of intelligence
for the “September 15 Legion,” one °

of the earliest paramilitary organ-

izations fighting against the leftist °

Sandinista government that took
over Nicaragua after Somoza’s fall.

After the formation in August .

1981 of the Democratic Front of
Nicaragua (FDN), the umbrella

group for the anti-Sandinista fight, -

Lau was its first chief of intelli-
gence.

Secret Central Intelligence Agen- *

cy support for the FDN and other
elements of the “secret war”
against the Sandinistas was author-
ized by President Reagan in No-
vember 1981.

Lau was forced out of the FDN
intelligence post about September
1982, reportedly on CIA instruc-
tions, but has been described as tak-

-

ing an unofficial role in FDN coun- -

terintelligence as late as last year.
Bosco Matamoros, Washington

representative of the FDN, said :

Lau at present has “no connection
in any capacity” with the anti-San-
dinista organization,

Matamoros said “we have no
knowledge” that Lau had a role in
the assassination of Romero, an act
which Matamoros described as
“condemnable.”

Santivanez was removed from his
post as chief of the Salvadoran na-
tional intelligence agency, ANSE-
SAL, as a result of the October
1979 coup that brought a reformist
group of military officers to power.
In the following months, including
the period of Romero's assassina-
tion, Santivanez was residing in
Guatemala, where he said the as-
sassination was planned.

e L

Guatemala had been a haven for :

right-wing exiles following the fall
of Somoza in July 1979 and the re-
formist coup in El Salvador in Oc-
tober that vear. Santivanez said he
had spoken at the time with hired
assassins who made frequent flights
from Guatemala into El Salvador to
kill people selected for assassina-
tion.
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«dled officers of the defeated National Guard met in
@ uatemala. With little hope of success, some of them re-
&3l they vowed to drive out the Sandinistas,

© Today, more than 12,000 guerrillas are {nvolved in
© e battle. Most of them march under the banner of the
X Icaraguan Democratic Force, which has received most
O the $80 million reportedly provided to insurgents by
%" e Central Intelligence Agency. While their foot soldiers -
"3 e malnly peasants angered by Sandinista policies, al-
w wost all the top commanders are former National Guard
< ficers. Thelr influence and unclear political alms have
w..vooio issues in the Congressional debate on continuing
<Cd. Last week, vigorously supporting the guerrillas’
>ruggle, President Reagan asserted that Congress must
S-cide whether the Unlted States would keep “trying to
O*1p people who had a Communist tyranny imposed on
wem by force, deception and fraud.” :

Q Originally trained by American Marines, the Na-
45 onal Guard defended the ruling Somoza family for more
C1an 40 years. By 1979 and the Sandinista-led revolution,

& iany Nicaraguans identified the Guard with corruption

Y

ad brutality. Now, as rebel leaders, some former -

guardsmen have proved capable. Others, however, have
been accused of crimes Including murder and stealing
Arom the C.L.A: A rival guerrilla leader, Edén Pastora,
Joluses to Joln forces bocause, he says, the National
Guardsmen could not win popular support at home.

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras— Less then a year after
O @ Sandinistas selzed power in Nicaragua in 1979, 60 '

/. Thelr supremie' military comimander,

ran-Nicaraguan border, new recruits drill awkwardly in
that he was fighting the “Sandinocommunist system,” to

. create a pluralistic democracy. But rebel fighters ap- -
pear to receive little political instruction and say thelr -
only goal is to destroy the Sandinistas in a war that Colo-

-nel Bermudez depicts as part of the struggle between "

"Moscow and Washington, Critics argue that the National

Guard officers’ experience in defending the Somozas
casts doubt on thelr commitments now. These officers,

Colonel Bermudez replies, make up only 1 percent of the .
-rebel army and have been unfairly stigmatized. *I don’t

think you can judge all by the sins of the few,’’ he said.
Their numbers may be small, but thelr influence ap-

_pears to be great. Under Colonel Bermudez, the heads of

logistics, intelligence, training, operations, special
forces and most of the largest combat units are Guard
veterans. Many company commanders are former Na-
tional Guard enlisted men. And two influential rebel
clvillan officials, Enrique and Aristides Sanchez, were
large landowners who backed the Somozas.

After a rebel command shakeup in 1083, several for-
mer Guard officers departed under a cloud. Honduran
military officials say they suspect Col. Ricardo Lau, until
recently the head of rebel counterintelligence, of involve-
ment {n the disappearance or killing of at least 18 Hondu-
runs and 80 Salvadoran lefusts since 1981, According o
Edgar Chamorro Coronel, who was dismissed as a clvil-

, : 'Col, Enrique % :ian director of the Nicardgua Demo-
"+ 77 Bermudez, was the Somoza Government's last military
attachd in Washington where, a'former associate says,

- he cemented ties to the C.I.A. At his base on the Hondu-~

; -manders ‘threateneq ta ' kill . Calone
i > ../ Lau at a meeting in Decembér 1983,
ili-fitting boots. Colonel Bermudez sald in an interview

“-ment on reports of'its operations in.
. Central America. Mr. Bermudez said .
*+ he had heard many charges against
. Mr, Lau, once a cloge aldes, but had

.. Salvador, said he had geen docu-

- doran consul in New Orleans; some

‘orst.

- cratie Force five months ago for pub-
‘licly criticizing the rebels, other com

The C.LA. station chief wasg called in -
to mediate, Mr. Chamorro sald. Mr, - '
Lau_could not be reached for com- " *
. ment. The C.1.A. has declined to com-,

seen no evidence to support them.
'Last week, Col. Roberto Santivifiez,
a former director of intelligence in El

ments indicating that Colonel Lau -
“had “recelved payment of $120,000
for arranging’ the assassination .in
1980 of El Salvador’s Archbishop,
Oscar Amulto Romero. Colonel
Santivdfiez was dismissed as Salva-’

- geant who became a'iop combat corn-,
imander, using the nom de guerre |
1*Sulcide,”! was executed in 1083
.along with two other Guard alumni.

Col. Enrique Bermudez

e

‘Mr, Bermudez said they had *‘mis-
. treated civilians,’” Another rebel offi-

.:Evm_d. rape and murder.

‘ Worried about-the guardsmen's
reputation, the C.ILA. appointed a

journalists  and Congressmen, ac-

dez and his aides continued to run the
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"cial sald'they had been accused of .-

new seven-member National Direc-
| -torate in late 1982, primarily to meet’

cording to Mr. Chamnorro and another -
senior rebel official. Colonel Bermu-'+"

‘¢~ military, Mr. Chamorro added. “We *

i Siate that?’’ Other rebel officials reply that
Sygma/Claude Urmacs

members of Congress and ‘other :
Americans raised about $35,000 for his expenses.
The rebel chief of staff, Emilio Echaverry, retired

last year. He was accused of stealing large amounts of

C.LLA. money, accordingto Mr. Chamorro and Capt. Ar-,
mando Lopez, head of logistics, C,1.A. agents gseeking the
missing money forced $bvoral rebels to take lle detector

tests, Mr. Chamorro sald. A former National Guard ser-

N

e,

raguan exile and that their militury
experience I8 nceded. However, ‘a

‘Western official gaid that at first, the former officers -

- used the Argentinds, the C.L.A. and "
"the Guard;"* be said. “How do you "
create a democratic army out of

National Guard officers have the
same right to fight as any other Nica- °

relied unsuccessfully on conventional military tactics, *
which they had learmed as cadets. Now, threatened with -
the loss of American nﬁ.&:.:ﬁn. the Guard officers face "
the challenge of waging guerrilla war, which requires -

broad popular support. On present evidence, i is not -
. clear {f they can make the transition.
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