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mahh) E\lles Implicated
1 Salvadoran Bishop’s Death
v-Intelligence Chief Levels Ailﬁéfatzorz.s

By Don Oberdorfer

Washingion Past Staff Writer

‘ne assassination of Salvadoran
hbishop Oscar Romero 'five
rs ago was carried out by former
araguan national guardsmen di-
red by Col. Ricardo Lay, who
-r became _chief of intelligence
_the ClA-backed rebels fighting
Inst the Sandinista governgpent,
Srmer Salvadoran security: offi-
“charged vesterday.

Sol. Roberto Santivanez, -who
s head of El Salvador's central
2lligence agency in 1978-79,'said
a Washington news conference
t Lau had been paid $120,000 in
1nection with Romero's assassi-
zion by weaithy Salvadoran exiles
March 27, 1980, three days af-
- the killing.

d

among the most popular and impor-
tant figures in El Salvador at the
time, was a key event in polarizing
the political situation in that coun-
try. Salvadoran President Jose Na-
poleon Duarte has said the govern-
ment is investigating the widely
discussed crime, but no results of
the investigation have been an-
nounced.

" 'Santivanez gave interviews to
several news organizations and
about two dozen members of Con-
gress a year ago recounting his in-
s}?ie knowledge of death squad ac-
tjvity in El Salvador, but at the time
insisted that his name not be used

) f’ fear of reprisals.

z His revelations caused an imme-
te stir even without use of his
me.

E sy
COL. ROBERTO SANTIVANEZ
.. appears at news conference’

i

was learned that Santivanez hadi
been promised $50,000 as living

expenses by critics of U.S. policy in
Central America.

Bruce Cameron, a former con-
gressional aide who helped arrange
Santivanez's original testimony,

said he actually received $32,500. °

See LATIN, A28, Col. 1
8 US planning its largest mxhtary

Detall Offered
On Blshop S

A‘ssassmauon

The )\mmg of Romero, who was’

e

o

LATIN, From AL~ 4] |

Santivanez said yesterday ‘th
“money was not my mutivation” bpi

that funds were essenml to suppo

his life and travel. V ; ,‘

The news conference yesterdéy
sponsored by an mdependent fi l(h-
maker who is releasing a documep

" tary on Santivanez, came as the ad-,
ministration is preparing a largeﬂ
scale effort to persu.ade Congress tb:
reverse its cutoff of secret fundmg
for the anti-Sandinista’ insurgents. -

Beyond his charge agamst Lau-

- which was not memxoned in his ré-
marks  last )Qar—-Saatwanez 'S

. news conference was notable for ifs

" description of the links between
various Central American rightist

- officials and groupsrin connectlon
with the Salvadoran death squads.:

" According to Santivanez, the de-

- cision to kill the archbishop was

_ made by Miami-based Salvadoran

capitalists “who gave'.the money”
“and was passed along ‘inside El Sal-
vador by Roberto D'Aubuisson,:a
former ma}or in the ‘'security service
who has since become a prominent
figure in Salvadoran politics.

The killing was planned in Gua-
temala, according to .Santivanez,
and carried out by “téo ex-Somoza
{Nicaragua) nauonal guardsmen
working suth a3 Salv 5doran National
Guard team.” .

Santivanez did not pame Lau,
who had been an intglligence officer
and ficld commander Yor former Ni-
caraguan president Anastasio So-
moz2, as one of lhe archbxshops
killers.

Santivanez said tht. on the basis
of a captured d:ary of death squad
activity and “several other sourcés,
Lzu plaved "a LL; role in lra'nm"

There was a further stir when it

the death squads and was paid for ;

Romero's assassination. :
Lau was later chief of intelligence @
for the “September 15 Legion,” one *
of the earliest paramilitary organ-
izations fighting against the leftist -
Sandinista government that took
over Nicaragua after Somoza's fall.

After the formation in August :
1981 of the Democratic Front of
Nicaragua (FDN), the umbrella
group for the anti-Sandinista fight,
Lau was its first chief of intelli-
gence.

Secret Central Intelligence Agen-
cy support for the FDN and other
elements of the “secret war”
against the Sandinistas was author-
ized by President Reagan in No-
vember 1981.

Lau was forced out of the FDN
intelligence post about September
1982, reportedly on CIA instruc-
tions, but has been described as tak-
ing an unofficial role in FDN coun-
terintelligence as late as last year. \

Bosco Matamoros, Washington 4
representative of the FDN, said ;
Lau at present has “no connection ;‘
in any capacity” with the anti-San- |
dinista organization. 4

Matamoros said “we have no,
knowledge” that Lau had a role in !
the assassination of Romero, an act
which Matamoros described as |
“condemnable.” !

Santivanez was removed from his !
post as chief of the Salvadoran na- 1
tional intelligence agency, ANSE-
SAL, as a result of the Oclob(.r {
1979 coup that brought a reformist -
group of military officers to power.
In the following months, including
the period of Romero's assassina-
tion, Santivanez was residing in
Guatemala, where he said the as-
sassination was planned,

Guatemala had been a haven for ;
right-wing exiles following the fall*
of Somoza in July 1979 and the re-
formist coup in El Salvador in Oc-
tober that vear. Santivanez said he
had spoken at the time with hired
assassins who made frequent flights
{rom Guatemala into E} Salvador 12
kill people celected for assassina-
tion.

-

exercise in Honduras.
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© . Officers of the Old Nation

et

Some Contra Leaders Are Their

A

. Thelr supreme' military commeander, Col, Bnrlque a0 director of the Nicaragua Demo- !
- 'Bermudez, was the Somoza Government's last military cratic Force five months ago for pub- -
- .~ aptachd in Washington where, a former assoclate says, licly criticizng the rebels, other com-
TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras —Less than a year after . b comented ties to the C.1.A. At his base on the Hondu- ‘manders -threatened to- kil Cotonel”
the Sandinistas seized.power in Nicaraguh in 1979, 60 ran-Nicarajuan border, naw recruits arill awkwardly fn ;7 Lauata meeting in' December 1983..
exiled officers of the defeated National Guard met in Wil fitting boots. Colonel Bermudez sald in an interview The C.1.A. station chief was called in -
Guatemala. With little hope of success, some of them re- that he was fighting the “Sandinocommunist system,” {0 to mediate, Mr. Chamorro sald. Mr." {8
call, they vowed to drive out the Sandinlstas. create a pluralistic democracy. But rebel fighters ap- + Lau,_could"not be reached for com- "/
Today, more than 12,000 guerrillas are involved in - pear to recelve little political instruction and say their ° : ment. The C.LA. has declined to com-. |
the battle. Most of them march under the banner of the only goal Is to destroy the Sandinistas ina 'war that Colo- . ":roent on reports of its operations in
Nicaraguan Democratlc Force, which has received ‘most' - nel Bermudez deplcis as.part of the struggle between * i Contral America. Mr, Bermudez said .
of the $30 million reportedly provided to insurgents by ' ‘-Moscow and Washington, Critics argue that the National ' * he had heard many charges against ac- T
Ore Contead Intelligence Agency. Whitetheir foot soldiers -~ Guard officers’ experience In defending the Somozas - Mr. La, once'a close aldes, but had : : " Journalists :and_Cangressmen. FE
are malnly peasants angered b dinista policles, a!- casts doubt on their commitments now. These officers, geen no evidence to support them. ST g cordin&wMt.Chmnormnndn s
most all the'top commanders are former National Guard Colonel Bermudez replies, make up only 1 percent of the . Last week, Col. Roberto Santivafez, / y 3 senior rebel offictal. Colonel Mﬂ‘“h e v
Stfeers. Their influence and uncléar political alms have e s anithays o unfelrly stigmetlzed. “1 don't 8 10rmorAiCEt of fntelligence ln Ei - dez and bis aides continued \O SR
become tssues in the Congressional debate on contlnul ryorcanindge el e ) _had  geen, docu §* mititary, M. Chamorro added. ond
ald. Last week, vigorously supporting the” guerrllas “Fheir ninibérs may b smalt, but thelr Al nts' indicating that :Colonel Lau (7] - used the Argentines, e c'l':.; ou
siruggle, Prasident Reagan asserted that Congress must pears to be great. Under Colone] Bermudez, the heads of had *recelved puyment of $120,000 i] ' the Guard,” hé said. *“‘How oul) b
 gecide whether the United States would keep “trylng to - loglstics, intelligence, training, operations, special  10f arranging” the assassination -in create a democratic army -
ther ¢ ; 0 that?" Other rebel officials reply that

- JAME'S:"IA'MOYNI‘Z:

“reputation, the C.LA. \_\pwl.nu:d u
21 new seven-member National Direc-
il .toratein lnta‘:?d&. primarily to meet:

* “help_peopté who had » Commuilst tyranny’ mposed on forces and most of the largest combat units are Guard 1980 of E! Sulvador's Archbishop, § - " the
thert By Tarce, deceptien and fraud?’ . .- - veierans. Muny tompany commanders are former Na-  0scar Amulto Romero. Colonel : . sypoa/Ciaste U<t Notional Guard offiests hnvem o
Originaily trained by American Marins, the Ne.- ttona} Gunr eglisted, men. And two, influentlal rrebel Santivaiez was dismissed as Salva-  Col. Earlque Bermudez same right to tight os any other LUE
tlona] Guard defendsd the ruling Somoza family for more = L ilclafl Enfique and Afistides Sanchez, yore -~ 407f, consul In New Orleans; some : Taguan exlle and that thelr WD ©
{han 40 years. By 1978 and the Sandinista-led revolution, large landowners who backed the Somozas. A% dogmberd of Congress and ‘gther. ' . - ot experience 18 evded. Hovw?' -t
many Nicaraguans identltied the Guard with corruption "After a rebel command shakeup in 1083, severnlfor-  Americans raised-about 000 for-his expenses.” < - Western officiu} said that st tirst, the lormer ?n‘: &
and brutality. Now, as rebel leaders, some former * mer Guard officers departed under a cloud. Honduran The rebel chiet of steff, Emllié Echaverry, rétired> .. relied q y on conventl | rolltary -“;“‘,m,
rd have proved capable. Others, however, have military officials say they suspect Col. RicardoLau,until  last year. Ho was § of stealing large ants of .. ‘Wwhich they had learned a3 cadets. Now, threaten )

guar X g 3 "
been accused of crimes including mourder and stealing recently the head of rebel counterintelligence, of involve- C.1.A. money, according'to Mr. Chamorro and Capt. Ar-, the loss of American asyjstanco, the Guard ql_ﬂwl: ':erL: X
{rom the C.LA, A rival guerrilla leader, Edén Pastora, [oent in the disappearance or killing of at 1east 18 Hondu- mando Lopez, head of logistics. C.1LA. agents seeking the the challenge-of-waging' guerrilla war, which :\. eu res
rofuses to join forces bocause, he says, the Nationat rans and 80 Salvadoran lofusts sinceo 1981, According 10 misging money forced duvoral rebels to tako o dotector broad populnr support. On present evidence, iU 18

i
Guardsmen could not win popular support at home. Fdgar Chamorro Coranel, who was dismissed 88 a clvil-  tests, Mr. Chamorro said. A former National Guard ser- . clear If they can make the transition. - |
ta . . I

—————

Approved For Release 2009/09/14 : CIA-RDP87M00539R002203520018-6



