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MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. John F. Donnelly
Director, Counterintelligence and Investigative Programs
Office of the Under Secretary of Defense

SUBJECT: DESIST System Documentation[:::::]

REFERENCE: Your Memorandum, Dated 21 August 1984, Same Subject

1. Attached is information you requested concerning the origins of the
DESIST project. The decision to initiate a Community-wide data management
system on terrorism was made in 1982. It was in response to NSDD #30, which
focused on international terrorism and called for ''greater cooperation among
agencies and immediate access to institutional expertise'' during crises
involving terrorism. The DESIST project grew out of recommendations by the
Interagency Intelligence Committee on Terrorism to establish a single,
Government-wide, computerized data system to support analysts and users of
information on terrorism. In June 1982, the DCI informed Congress of a
request to OMB for funds to begin the project (Attachment 1).

2. Resources to continue DESIST development were included in the 1984 CIA
Program as submitted to Congress (Attachments 2 and 3). At the time, over 20
counterterrorism offices throughout the Intelligence Community had reviewed
and endorsed the plans for DESIST; capacity for 121 users and 23 remote
terminals had been requested by offices outside CIA. Congress authorized the
program and appropriated funds for the development of DESIST software in 1984
(Attachment 4). Indications are favorable for continued Congressional support
in 1985.
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3. I believe the attachments meet your description of documents that
establish DESIST as a CIA-managed data system supporting the Community and
selected consumers of intelligence on terrorism. It should be noted that
DESIST is designed to support external users in 19 agencies and military
organizations with 38 remote terminals. Programmed operations will support a
modest expansion of service to outside users over the next few years. Any
extensive expansion would depend on external funding to increase central

25X1 processing capacity.

James H. Taylor
Executive Director

Attachments:
As Stated
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Executive Director

FROM: Daniel A. Childs, Jr.
Comptroller
SUBJECT: Response to DoD Request for Information on DESIST

1. The accompanying memorandum is recommended as a response to John
Donnelly's request for documentation on the origins of DESIST.

2. As you know, DESIST is a data management system on terrorism which
will be used by analysts throughout the Intelligence Community, and by
selected intelligence consumers, including some military commands. CIA has
the resources and the responsibility to develop and operate the core system,
but external users pay for their remote terminals and hookups.

3. DIA had planned to fund all DoD participation in the project, but
there is a statute (RS-3679) that requires each military component to fund its
own requirements. The memorandum from John Donnelly is aimed at obtaining
documentation needed to assure internal DoD reviewers that DESIST is a real,
Community-wide, Congressionally-approved program. He needs this in order to
ensure internal DoD support for 1986 new initiatives that are intended to
purchase and install DESIST terminals for some military users. At the same
time, DoD is asking for a modest increase in the number of remote terminals;
the DESIST people say that it will not overburden the system. This is
probably only the first of many external demands for system expansion. It
would be prudent to remind users that they will have to help pay for the CPU
capacity needed for system expansion. EX]

4. The proposed response has been coordinated with the DI.

/ Daniel A. Childs, Jr.

Attachments:
As Stated

SECRET
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Informing Congressional Lentral leigence Agency

Leaders of Efforts to P
Enhance Counterterrorism o 2

Washingion D C 20505

Tne Honorable Joseph P. Addabdbbo
Chairman, Subcommittee on D=z{ense
Cozmittee on Appropriations

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

» is to

In accordance with our a 2
: 2ase bv “ne

infora you that the Central
Office of Management and Budz

ments with the Congress, this le
ligzence Azzncy has requested a r

P4 or

W cr

|

to fund an enhanced Agency-wide counterterrorisa prograz. | |

The President, his National Security Aadvisor, and the Secre L2
have all stressed the ne=d to augzent our efforts against terrorisz
the direction of the Zxecutive Director, the Agsncy has developed a2 plan
meet our responsibilities under NSDD #30, |
provide for the following high priority items necessary to bagin implamanta-
tion of the program:

tary of S
ism. U=n?

'y

-
a
-

~- Combine the CIA's ccunterterrorisn znalysis and oper=ticns elamants
into a colocated center‘ ‘

-- Izprove technical capzbilities 95 defend z2zainst terrorist attacks,
2agtion team to res»end 92

including the creation of a quick r
terrorist incidents

-- Develop computar software for establishzmant of Cozzunitv-wide
counterterrorist data base

We plan to reprogram the needed funds to czntinue this
and tne Agensy's 1354 budget requast will incluta funis ne:
progran forward.,

I will be pleased to provide a<dditicnal information a2t rcour r;;ue::.[::::::::]

Sinceraly,

Willizm J. C
Director of Central

H4
D
ct (D

SECRET.
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%9 Uy 129,

The Honorable Edward P. Boland
Chairman, Permanent Select
Cormmittee on Intelligence
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:
In accordance with our agreements with the Congress, this letter is to

inform you that the Central Intelligsnce Agency has requestad a release by the
Office of Management and Budgat|

|

\to fund an enhanced Agency-wide counterterrorism program. [::::::]

The President, his National Security Advisor, and the Secretary of State
have all stressed the need to augment our efforts against terrorism. Under
the direction of the Executive Dirsctor, the Agencv has developed a plan %o
weet our responsibilities under NSDD #30. |
provide for the following high priority items necessary to begin implementa-
tion of the program:

-~ Combine the CIA's counterterrorism analysis and operations elements
into a colocated center‘

-- Improve technical capabilities to defend against terrorist attacks,
including the creation of a quick reaction team to respond to
terrorist incidents‘ ‘

-- Develop computer software for establishment of Community-wide
counterterrorist data base]

We plan to reprogram the needed funds to continus this program in 1983,
and the Agency's 1984 budget request will include funds needed to continue the
program forward.

I will be pleased to provide additional information at your request. [::::::]

Sincerely,

William J. Casey
Director of Central Intelligence

SEOHET
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Washington. D.C 20505

The Honorable Barry M. Goldwater
Chairman, Select Committee
on Intelligence
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

In accordance with our agreements with the Congress, this letter is to

inform you that the Central Intelligence Agzency has requested a release by the
25X1 Office of Management and Budget
25X1 ‘ to fund an enhanced Agency-wide counterterrorism program.
25X1

The President, his National Security Advisor, and the Secretary of State
have all stressed the need to augment our efforts against terrorism. Under
the direction of the Executive Director, the Agency has developed a plan to

25X1 meet our responsibilities under NSDD #30.

provide for the following high priority items necessary to begin implementa-
tion of the program:

-~ Comhine the CIA's counterterrorism analysis and operations elements
25X1 into a colocated center

-~ Improve technical capabilities to defend against terrorist attacks,
including the creation of a quick reaction team to respond to
25X1 terrorist incidents |

-- Develop computer software for establishment of Community-wide
25X1 counterterrorist data base

We plan to reprogram the needed funds to continue this program in 1983,
and the Agency's 1984 budget request will include funds needed to continue the

25X1 program forward. [:::::]

25X1 I will be pleased to provide additional infermation at your request.

Sincerely,

William J. Casey
Director of Central Intelligence

25X1
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Washington.D.C. 20505

The Honorable Ted Stevens
Chairman, Subcommittee on Defensea
Committee on Appropriations
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

In accordance with cur agreements with the Congress, this letter is to
inform you that the Central Intelligence Agency has requested a release by ths

25X1 Office of Management and Budget|
ZOX1 \ to fund an enhanced Agency-wide counterterrorism program.[::::::::]
25X1

The President, his National Security Advisor, and the Secretary of State
have all stressed the need to augment our efforts against terrorism. Under
the direction of the Executive Director, the Agsncy has developed a plan to
25X1 meet our responsibilities under NSDD #30.
provide for the following high priority iteas necessary to begin implemanta-—
tion of the program:

-~ Combine the CIA's counterterrorism analysis and operations elemeats
25X1 into a colocated center‘ ‘

-- Improve technical capabilities to defend against terrorist attacks,
including the creation of a quick reaction team to respond to
25X1 terrorist incidents| |

~-- Develop computer software for establishaent of Community-wide
25X1 counterterrorist data base’

YWe plan to reprogram thes needed funds to continue this program in 1933,
and the Agency's 1984 budget request will include funds neaded to continue the

25X1 prozraa forward. [::::]
25X1 I will be pleased to provide additional information at your request. ]

Sincerely,

William J. Casey
Director of Central Intelligence

25X1
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