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) 12 December 1972
MEMBERS, FAC

The attached article from the Washington Post
criticizes the Department of State's Fine Arts Commission
for furnishing some parts of the Department as though it
were an 18th century Philadelphia town house, and argues
it would be much wiser to use the best 20th century fur-
niture, in which the U.S. excels, as well as modern
American handcrafts. Presumably the author would say
the same for American art. The article thus is an un-
conscious recommendation of what the CIA's FAC has in
fact been doing. Note especially in the sidelined para-
graph on page 2 that Kncll is identified as one of the

two great American design firms. It is for this reason
STATINTL tha.tm and T have been press-
ing 0 returnish one o gency's public faces, the

main reception room, with Knoll furnlture even though it
exceeds the schedule. :

STATIMTL

g
T1ne Arts Commission
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“he Old -

And New

By Wolf Von Eckard:

One of the most beauti-
ful public collections of

early American furnishiﬁgs
is housed in one of the ugli-
est buildings in Washington.

“Be kind to us, we are
hard-pressed public servants
who are doing the best we
can,” said Clement E. Con-
ger after a tour of this $7
million array = of precious
Americana. It furnishes
what seems like miles of
Diplomatic Reception Rooms
on the cighth floor of the -
State Department Building, a
pseudo-modern structure of
awesome, sterile mediocrity,
designed in the late 1950s,

Conger, a man with
charming humor and erudi-
tion. is the chairman of the
C ittee in charge of the
S ' Department’s  Ameri-
cana collection. He secrves
without salary, being paid
only for his other job as cu.
rator of the White House.

There is no reason for any-
onc to be -unkind about
Conger’s punetilious per-
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A Philadelplia Chippendale Pembroke table ggf

and lute 18th-contury mahogany Philadelphia Adr

secretary-desk are part of the antique furnish~ . Zu{

ings in one of Washil.zgtpn’s modern office g?r'
buildings, be

the:

formance in carrying out a e than that displayed at State. “I;I:

difficult but questionable as- Furnishing the Diplo- iior

signment for the State Dc- |§ Matic Reception Rooms with N
ont. & iehi also precious antiques can be .

partment, One might als questioned  on several sip-

question his zeal in -raising-
funds for the White House
furnishings, a “rowing but
somewhat lesser collectio

counts:
Why, first of all, should

See CITYSCAPE, C5, Col. 1

e e — N Yy Y STYLE oo

' .
3 Coming Going "
M ® Walter Hopps, this area’s ¢ Bill Walton, muna.gi‘ng di«

’i most widely respected authority rector of the Washington Thea- I
o contemporary art, has been ‘er Club, has resigned after two |
L hired by the Smithsonian Insti- vears in that post. See story,

J{ tution’s National Collection of Page C3. v

’ Fine Arts. See story, Page C7.
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CITYSCAFPE, From ol

the setting for the official
functions of 1ate 20th-cen-|
tury American government
in Washington be drossed
up in late 18th-century Phil
adelphia townhouse style?

The reception rooms are,
of course, 1aeant o impress
forcign visitors, some 60,000
a year, hot to speak af the
50.000 or sa tourists who see
\hem annually. Foreigners
tend to look upon the US.
as a progressive, forward-
looking nation. Most  of
them ean sce MOIC and
older  antiques in oue of
their own stall towns than
we can offer In the whole
country. We ean'l, beat tnem
at their awn game.

But where we are bealing

it TCa_ oL 20U

century  intertor [CSTEn.
Terlca's. mMOJErT desy

E T
foremost American _1n erior
esign firms, TRneLs,
1TREGeoTe Nelson, Harry
‘Bertola, - Marcel ~ Breuer,
- Dies van der Rohe, to name
just a few, are_world lead-
&rs.
: ~arfiat is more, as Sarah
. Booth Coriroy, a wrlter on
i such matters, has often re-
ported, there is currently an
exciting  vevival of the
craits In this country. The
1 §50,000 the State Depart-
mept has paid for a desk
used by Thomas Jelferson.
(ang protected by & “glass
covér from diplomatlc cock:
iaj)- stalns and cigareite
buths), could finance the

min for at least a year-
i Tor half the money spent
: op showing where America’s
v ewlture of living has_been,
¥ when we were still British
4 golony, we could show the-
p best of that culture today,

now that we are a mature,
4 and astoundingly creative
» mation. .
L It is also questionable,
Y hizhiy questionable,
" cther antique American
Chipendaie, English Shera-
. ravs epplewhite and
ip:h-cantury French furni-
ure can bé made to fit into

poLL Lesigned  modern
spaces whose architects had
. som~ awiul_matel interiors
o mind. The scale is all
¢« wrong. The scauence in”
winign the  rooms are ar-
rang from the clevator
. sy in the zrand hall for
. big state dinners, with

4 alor parlors in between,
‘s thoughtlessly conceived.
would not even work
ut for a Shriners’ conven-

1t 's just &
z treasurcs displayed un-
dor these  dow  coilings,

amidst GSA office drinking

jowntains, The cifect of a
y Charming carly American

iz is utterly snoiled
i half covers a ved
0.

duinty

a0 cur-
room {he
the  vard

e

ce of

" course,

work of an American crafts:® .

+ knowledsed,

(ful to sce Con-

roods floor of some depart-
ment. store. And then there
are those columins, the curse
of curtain wall architecture,
which In some rooms utterly
defeat the furniture display.

And a display it 1s. Mast
of the antiques are lined up
along the wall as in a mu-
seum, conversation pleces
for stand-up cocktail parties.
These reception rooms may.
serve receptions. Rooms’
they are not.

Conger knows. it,
-and s unhappy
about it. His remedy is to re-;
build the vooms—heightens
Ing celjings where po: ible,
hiding the plumbing, 1 siall-
ing moldings, lreplaces andd
aleaves and placing false

walls with small windows in ¢
. front of those modern ex-

panses of glass.

1ts all skilifully done, in
the proper style of the pe-
riod pleces by an expert ar-
chitect, Edward V.. Jones,
who has restored historic
houses and done the same
sort of thing for the New
York Metropolitan Museum
of Art.

put it Is skillful, stylisti-
cally expert ~fakery—and

“fiercely expensive, $215,000

has already been spent -on
these so-called “architectural
improvements” and at lcast

Mixing Antiqu

of |

|

+_another §200,000 is necded|

to ’gomplete the deception. -

Yes, it Is a deception to”

-“putia kind of pastiche 18th-

century Disney world on

ng. .

Wa-are ‘not really that de-
void:of ‘genuine history in
our national capital. Why
cofildn't the State Depart-
ment, for 1ess money, have
restored one  of Washing-
ton's great mansions—the
kind we keep tearing down?

The lovely houses along
the west side of Lafayette
Square, instead of being ve-
modeled into offlces, might
have served well, particu-
Jarly since they adjoin Blair

House, which is also used to |

recelve foreign guests.

The old State, War and
Navy Building,
ecutlve Office  Bullding)
next to the White House, @
jewel of glorious Americana

of the boisterous Ulysses S.
" Grant peried, could yield
‘some fabulous reception
nalls, Their _ counterpicce
would be the Indian Treaty
Roam.

put this is hindsight.

what remalns to bhe ac-
and sadly, 3§
(hat our Seerctaries of State
who launched this gquestion-

* able ldea do not have much.

faith in the culture and de-
sign of our own time. They
traly helieve that only the
18ih century—even if faked
_reflects our natlonal his-
tory and culture” as Secre-
tary William P, Rogers put
it

One question still keeps
nagging, hawever. If 1t is of-
ficial policy to vepresent the
gavernment in & staged, his-
foric sefting, Why doesn’t
the government pay for it?
The State Department and
White House antiques are

(now the Ex-

.top of a madern office build- |

1

S

i

paid far not with tax money
but tax deductions.
—

The donors sre rich and
prominent, of course, and
more often than not the
kind of people who ave re-
ceptive to having their fa-
vors returned.

Ta raisc more money for
White Ilouse furnishings,
Conger and his White House
Historical ~Association au-
thoviz:d a commercial enter-
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e Chippen
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Pree

prisc, the Franklin Mint. ta
sell officially-hlessed presi-
dentlal medals in exchange
for royalties.

Criticized for this com-
mercidlism, Conger asked:
“How clse can we raise

more money?”

Well, he might, for insi-
ance, follow the British ex-
ample, To help finance the
upkeep .of Blenheim Palace,

1/08_; CIA-RI

T GSA Diinking

e Wil

ae 10th Duke of yarl-
borotizh used toStand at the
palace gate, silling gulde-
- hooks to - touwlsts. Olher
lords, knights atd dukeg, in
addition to chagIng admls-
sion to their hidoric homes,
introduced side©10ws to pull'
the crowds.
The Marquessof Bath ac-
quired 46 lions 0 entertaln
his paying gests. Lord

Montagu featured a vi
vintag
ear museum and an antiq;g
car model mail-order busi-
nlcss. The Duke of Beauford
]c\arged extra for a peek at
nx;su[]tix)munds. Some ladies
manor ex
hclhe. r extract a8 fee
Perhaps Con,
aps ger could per-
suade President Nixon ;wr
:/ohqnlly to sell those medals
ich he might autograph
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would be no end
White House Hlsuln'izgl :1:
sociallon’s income pntcntial-
1,( the pandas, those cuddh}
uifls from China, were to e
displayed at the White
‘l-}l]nusc Rose“Garden where
cy could be viewed for
, $10 admission, say. :
Tea with the Fir
should feich at “l:se:'lstLHLIg

[ o VRN

Saturday, Dec. 9, 1572
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F Quntaim

with a grease peneil, Therev

times that amount, with
exira charge wheén Tri
serves the sugar. !
Absurd?
| Well, iso't the whole ¢
tiont of turning éavcx‘;x;n]
state rooms into period nc
seums a litle absard?
Tam alraid it
hard-pressca
does it with o
votion and ex




