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atcher government what
the miners had done to the Heath
government. He and his colleagues
presided over unprecedented viol-
ence. The nation wants to see him
defeated.

The Coal Board proposals are
more than fair. They are still on the
table. If Scargill and his colleagues
do not have the courage to pick
them up, they must be defeated - for
the sake of the increasing number of
working miners; for the sake of the
members of other unions who have
refused, despite great pressure from
their own leaders, to be conned into
industrial action by Scargillite
arguments; for the sake of ordinary
Britons everywhere who have
loyally supported the Government,

The nation will not easily forgive
those responsible if defeat, whether
by compromise or fudge, is snatched
from the jaws of victory.
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Wili Star Wars split the

Eyen betore it Lo been designed,
President  Reagan's  znti-missile
svstem has scored its hrsl hit: the
President’s relationship with rs
Thaicher, Litile blood bas been lost |
.50 fax. Byt the hole - > sqme dm;nosc “
1t as more ofa tear, or rifi - is not
necessarily going to heal and, upder.
the stresses of the furlhcommg arms | §
ncgotiations. the injury, could’ turn
nasty. .
The collision between 'the two
leaders. which happened during the
Prime  Minisier’s  visit to Camp
David just before hristmas
resulted from their differing assess-
mentsof the. pras; us and even ’
wisdom of “Star Wafs™. The impadf -
has been serious bee ausc of 30 many -
differences: of government systems,

v—

views of the world, attitudes to

techmology. even of temperament.
Ronald Reagan’s * power as a

political leader is his abulity 1o

persuade the American people to
share his dreams. Right now. as his
maugurat specch once again showed,
he s in thrall to hus vision of a world
made safe by anti-missile defences.
And he presides over an economy
rich enough to pursue it

Margaret Thatwcher, by (,omras!
leads & cauntry inclined by nature
and history to. manage the statu§ g™
ralhcr than seck some drqmétxc new ¢
order, and her frugal soul is appalled -
by the mountains of money)ithe
Americans proposc 1o gamble iy
séarch of onc.. Mcanwhile, ' behind
her stand some of the better brains
Whitchall can currently ‘musfer; :
nmurmuring that the palitical conse~ . a. matter for negonitipns.l" Brigish
quences of the search - let alone of" ugloss:\ Thig is'a statément’ of hcy
its success - could  be: 'very “ta¢tfullyodisgiised 1 @s 'onk. 0
"dangerous. .+ The treaties that amissilé def

President Reagan was genuincly - would breach:are thei 1972 Anti- Bal-
suddened to lcarn of her doubts at® _listic ‘Missile- Treaty: an@l pcnhaps
Camp David. Of course  Her. thc 1967/Trcatyorr0mc 9 ,‘,

Majesty's Government had signalled - - Bt whxlc thc ﬁ%“*h " rd as

its views well in advance and forms
of words had been drafled 1o central the fag& ¢\ ABM Treaty

biandage over what everyone foresaw
could be a deep gash. But Reagan :
has admired ‘\‘VI;s Thatcher' for her
courage and vision, and was
convineed she of all pcoplc would
espond 1o what he sees asia noble
vcmmé Instead; "as onc source put
it. “she talked and talked, lectured
him  about her. worrics. And he
realized she \xasjust a Furopean like
all the others.™
The agreed siatement madc after

1’4 LR B

mnintain batance, taking account of
Soliet developments.” British gloss:
If the US were to perfect an anti-
. Gussile...defance ..system .. beyond
bovm capability, that|would effecs

here. _disavawed..:This

) agrepmcm bctwcen,gpc FUPErpOWerS.

.. *SDI-related deployment would, in
-view: of tréaty-obligations, havé 1o be

is of . unhmxtqd durq‘uon .either-side
“can ahrogalte, 1t without pegotiation
merély by, giving six months’ notice
dnd a written statement of the
supremc interests”™, whlch are said
10 justify this. And the outer space
Ueaty baps ., rom, SDAES; , only
*“weapans of mass destruction”,
meaning puclear weapons, which the
SDI programme does not envisage
deploying.

“The overall aim is tb enhsnce, and

Ilcly ac}ycvc westarn bupemmty.s

pomts to SDI deyclapment only by ..

-'the.. reaction :iof

rreedmant gOVerﬁment adviser opposed to anti-missile dgtencav' :rm‘fer .

usuc:'whethcr'a unilateral Aherican’ '
deployment: of missile @&efenoas
would - ‘simply. provoke ,«Sovu:t

,a‘bmldrup of offensive mls.ﬂk& o

Loy

- Inithe aftermith of Canip! lﬂaﬁd
those s: i &ethe
Administrationiicommitted té° the
“Star. Wars”. nnitiative has _been
polmcally tactful: Mrs Thatcher, it is
said, is.at heart.as sound as &v ‘shc
has merely fallen prqy to misguided
adviserd; - Two are singled out: John

. Weston, . the - assistant wunder-sec-

retaryin charge of the Foreign Office

+defence and arms control depart-

.ments; - and : Profes$of” Talwrence

‘Freedman, profcssor of war stpdies

. at. Kings College; London. It ds.an

- expensive hoax",

their mecting was a masterpiece of  not to undermine, deterrence.™ ~The

ambiguity. In retarn for very partial  essence  of - the SDI debate. is -
. blessing of Reagan's present. plans, precnscly whether: missile defences
. Mrs Thatcher was able (o apnounce ;.wouold i enhance */or ; -untérmine

agreement on four policy guidelines  deterrence. . In other words, this

which mean as much or;as little as  .ropresents ‘American: agrecmcnt to

cither side wants. T l}jc Blitlslrvww 1s: aalk thmugh the muerwnh I{S alhcs
a’,‘;‘;l&z ;‘:’ to the, “rts'bffty",ﬁfar ' “East-West negotlation sbould; aim
{ T : ot thi; senuﬂ,b',,, With . reduced
“The United States and Weelel‘ﬁ Y1y lb offensive systems on both
sides." Thns too goes 10 a core SDI

was 1ot to achicve superiority but to
r o .

- conference of 1the

;eminence neitherwould rehsh,

Professor Freedman caused a stir -
in this small world last-autumn with)

a detailed attack on the political and .

strategic implications of SDI'in a
paper he read to the 'annual
International
Institute  for Strategic ‘Studies.
i Among the ‘audience were substan-
tial - figures from = the Reagan
administration. When Freedman
later allowed himself to be quoted
by a major American newspaper as
believing SDI 1o be *a shoax, an
his notoricly was
sealed.

John. Weston's selectiorris some~
thing of & compliment;. gommg as.
recognition that he "has™the most”
creative brain on strategi¢ policy.

. currently employed on the ‘topic {n

Whitehall, In typical fasmon the
threeother firsi-rate minds avallable
to the.Government on’ this issuc
have been moved to posts outside

1
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the arms comml field: Sir Michacl

- Quinlan 1o be permanent secretary
.at the Dcpanmcnt of Employment,

John Blclloch to oversce Defence

B e

mmlsnoncr Malaysia. Mr
‘eslon h_lmsclf, ;l_no,\{cs, 1o the Paris

tlme

c}' reyer ‘rcahly is that Mrs
r(l‘halch s doubts derive not from

faome quirk of advisers but from a

whole issue of missile defence.

*~The review begah socon after
_President Reagan first shared his
Vmon with the world in March
1983, although it appeared to gather
JAnomentum only last spring, after
‘the first American briefing tcams
had come to Nato to explain just
. what the president had in mind. The
~Ag¥iew. was made initially by the
Foreign Office and the Mmmry of
including scientists from
technical ‘establishments
— with the Cabingt Office oversceing
the"Testlts for * presentation to -a
“smifll group of senior ‘ministers.
:chaifed by the anc Minister. The
whole yprocess-was: comph «only

wpf&sbc{orc lhe’CampDA id vidit.

Gl
4 eview's technical qqnqlu;an,
ycmoadly, was, that nothing in the
law of physics appears la , make SDI
ssible, but that its teg hnolopcal
bj&ns are likely 10 prove: go
fdrmxdablc as. 1o gcfogl even the
Amoncans In policy, térms, how-
? mfr ﬁlc revnezv led rcaso_nj

cern at the m;pact SDI coul
Hive upon superpower stability,
- strategic doctrine, Nato policy and
conventional mll;tary Jbudgets. (The
inipftcations for' Britain’s Trident
‘pogramme were far from the biggest
1tém on this “woiry™ list. The far-off
timetable of Stay’ Wars, was held to

reduce its impact on Teident.)

Al of these Jssucs, the Govern-
rhent” hope¢s, remajn for discussion

ilong term  Government review of

between America and her allies: the |

Camp' David commumquc was
really an effort to cstablish interim
‘ground-rules. “Alliince sotidafity” is
‘the motto. What" gives focus to
Whitehall worrie§ is the véry real
prospect that Moscow will cxplon
these- differences of opinion in the
forthcoming arms talks! To take the
f‘si:‘hplest case: what wbyld happen if
Russia svcre to propose-déep cuts in
issile forces in exchange for
mmﬂ)addonmmt of the “Star
W&*pw]ecf’ ‘On’ the basis of
_pregent  policy, President Reagan
“4iWédld be bound fo tejett that offer.
The uproar that: wauld“folléw in
Eurbpe could datig cx‘du@fg‘ Jcopard-
me the Nato: aliance:"!
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