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Recaibrs o . (RR, et al)
o | May 9, 1984
B3 Y -9 2 940 9:00 a.m.

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: CENTRAL AMERICA
; WEDNESDAY, MAY 9, 1984
My fellow Americans, last week I was in Beijing and
SHaqghai -- 3 wéeks from now I wili be preparing to leave for
Duol;n, Normandy, and the annual economic summlt in London.

I am pleased that our trip to China was a success. I had

iy

iong,and thoughtful meetings with thevChiﬁese leadership. Though
our two counﬁrie5~are very different, we are building a strong
relationship in a géﬂuine spirit of cooperation, and that is good
for the cause of peace.

This was 6ur secoﬁd'trip to Asia in the last 6 months. .It

demonstrates our awareness of America's résponsibility for
leadership in.the Pacific Basin -- an area of tremendous ecbgbﬁic
vitélity. I believe our rélationsAwith our Asian allies and
friends have never been better.

But that isn;t‘what I want to talk to you about.

I asked for this time to tell you of some basic decisions
which are yours to make. I beliéve it is my constitutional
responsibility to place these matters before you. They have to
do with your national.security and that security is the single
most important function of the Federal Government. 1In that
context, it is my duty to anticipate probléms, warn of dangers,
and act so as to keeé harm away from our shores. d

Our diplomatic 6bjectives will not be attained by goodwill

and noble aspirations alone. In the last 15 years the growth of

Soviet military power has meant a radical change in the nature of

-
¢-
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d'the world‘we llve.ln., lhls does’not mean, as sOme‘would havehust
'rbelleve, that we are 1n 1mm1nent danger of nuclear warrdfwe aré{
As long as- we-malntaln the strateglc balance and make 1t
S more stable by red"c1ng the level of such weapons on both e1des,

i“then we can-. count on the ba51c prudence of the Sov1et leaders to<_

avoid that klnd of challenge to us.n They are presently

'ifjchallenglng us w1th a. dlfferent klnd of weapon, subver51on and

Tkthe use. of-: surrogate forces, Cubans, for example., We have seen ';a}*

1t 1nten51fy1ng durlng the last 10 years as the Sov1et Unlon and,
ﬁflts surrogates moved to establlsh control over Vletnam, Laos,
Cambodla, Angola, Ethlopla, South- Yemen, Afghanlstan, and h:37~33«w

Afrecently,vcloser to home in Nlcaragua and now El° Salvador.. It is’

'the fate of thls reglon, Central Amerlca, that I want to- talk to

you about tonlght f;V
It is deflnltely not about plans to send Amerlcan troops
f-lnto combat in Central Amerlca.:'l e
The" 1ssue 1s uur efforts to promote democracy and economlc
well- belng in the face of Cuban and Nlcaraguan aggre551on, alded
~.and abetted by the Sov1et Unlon. Each year, the Soviet Union
'1prov1des Cuba w1th $4 b1111on in a551stance, and 1t sends tons ofez.
Rhweapons to foment‘revolutlon 1n our hemlsphere. |
 The: defense pollcy of the Unlted States is based onvaislmple
g‘premlse" We do not start wars.’ We w1ll~never be the aggressorr
7 We malntaln our strength in order to deter and defend againstu='.
aggre551on -- to preserve freedom and peace. We help our friends

,,.
ot

”'=defend themselves. Y

B
[ .
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Central America is a Ieéion of great importance to the’

United States. And it is so close -- San Salvador is closer to
Houston than ﬁouston is to Washingtoh, D.C. Central America is
America, it is at our doorstep. And it has become the‘stage for
a bold attempt by the Soviet Uhion, Cuba,‘ana~Nicaragua to
;nstall communi n-Ey force throughout the hemisphere.

When half of our shipping tonnage and 1mported oil passes

&-s,

through Caribbean shipping lanes, when two- thlrds of all our
foreign trade-passes through the Panama Canal and Caribbean
waters, America;s écbhomy and'ﬁéll-being are at stake.
_Right-now in El1 Salvador, Cuban-supported aggression has
forced more than 400,006Hmen, women, and children to flee their

homes. And in all of Central America, more than 800,000 ha&e

fled, many if not most living in unbelievable hardship. Concerns

about hundreds of thousands of refugeés fleeing communist
oppression to seek entry into our country are well-founded.
What we see in E1l Salvador is an attempt to destabilize the
entire regibn, and eventuaily move chaos and anarchy toward the
American border.
If we do nothing or if we continue to provide too little
help, our choice will be a commﬁnist Central America with

communist military bases on the North American mainland, and

communist subversion spreading southward and northward. As the

National Bipartisan Commission on Central America, chaired by
Henry Kissinger, agreed, this communist subversion poses the
threat that 100 million people from Panama to the open border on

our South could come under the control of pro-Soviet regimes.
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1f we come to oar senses too late, when our vital interests
are even more directly threatened and-after a leck of Amefiean
support causes our friends to lose the ablllty to defend
themselves, then the rlsks to our security and our way of life
will be infinitely greater, |
"But there is a way to avoid these risks, recommended by the
.Natid;al Bipartiéan_Commission‘on Central Ameriea. It requires
long-term American support. for democratic-development, economic
add security assistance, and strong-willed diplomacy.
. There.heve beenia number of high level bilateral meetings
with the Nicaraguan government where we have presented specific
proposals for peace. I have appointed two special Ambassadors

who have made more than ten trips to the region in pursuit of

peace during the last year. And we continue to support the_ - ~

--objectives of the regional countries working through'what is
called the Contadora process. . :

We can and must help Central America. It's in our national
interest to do so, and, morally, it‘eethe only right thing to do.
But, helping means doing enough -- enough to protect our security
and enough to protect the lives of our neighbors so that they may

.live in peace and democracy without the threat of communist
aggreesion and subversion. This has been the policy of our
Administration'for more than 3 years.

But making this choice requires a commitment from all of us,

our Adminisfratioh, the American people, and the Congress. So

far, we have not yet made that commitment. We have provided just

enough aid to avoid outright disester, but not enough to resolve

T ——— —— —— .+ — o —————. S\ T Yt S
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:.thehérlsie) eoihl'saluadorhie belhg_left'to sloWlf hleed to
iﬁdeath _h | ‘ __p.;a.trm, .u,...pw:_b_: r( : :-l _ .. |
Part of the problem, I suspect, is not that Central Amerlca.
'ﬁfrsn vy 1nportant: but that sowe people thlnk our Admlnlstratlon .

5fmav be eraggeratlng the threat we face.»-Well, lfvthat s true,

"ﬂglet me put that 1ssue to rest

"ﬂﬁ I want to tell you a few thlngs tonlght about the real.

,2nature of the Sandlnlsta reglme 1n Nlcaragua.

t

i The Sandlnlstas who rule N1caragua are communlsts whose'
L;frelatlonshlp and tlee to F1de1 Castro of. Cuba go back a quarter.
:??of a century.v A number of the Sandlnlsta ‘commanders were tralned_
'?1n terrorlst camps supported by Cuba, the Sov1°t bloc, and the'".
V:PLO.x It 1s 1mportant to note that Cuba, the Sandlnlstas, the
"Salvadoran communlst guerrlllas, and the PLO have all worked "
7together for many years. And in 1978 the Sandlnlstas jOlned the
”ﬂPLO 1n a "declaratlon of war" agalnst Israel

The Cuban-backed Sandlnlstas made a major attempt to topple_ _
. the Somoza reglme 1n{ﬁ1caragua in the fall of 1978. They‘falled.
. They were then called to Havana, where Castro cynlcally
“1nstructed them ln the ways of successful communlst 1nsurrectlonr'
':He told them to tell the world they were flghtlng for polltlcal
>7denocracy, not communlsm.: But most 1mportant he 1nstructed them
Vhto form a broad alllance W1th the genu1ne1y democratlc.opp051tlon‘
"to the Somoza reglme.: Castro explalned thls would decelve |
h1Western publlc oplnlon, confuse potentlal crltlcs and make lt

.fdlfflcult for Western democrac1es to oppose the Nlcaraguan

':reuolutlon w1thoutgcausxngggmeat‘drssentfat‘home.A

- an -

A
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' YJU seEI thac" how Castro manaqed hlS revolutlo ' And“we_”
"3€rhave to confess he foo1ed a 1ot of people here in our own

country -- or don‘t you remember when he was referred to 1n some~“

4'¥_f¥of our press as the Ceorge Washlngton of Cuba?

}; ke Sandlnlstas llstened and learned._ They returned to

irhlcaragua and promlsed to establlsh democracy.i The Organlzatlon }?fgff

lofeAmer;ehn‘ tes on June 23, 1979, passed a resolutlon statlng

5> ‘._(_e ¥

2lfor peace'ln Nlcaragua requlred that Somoza
zieaveland that free eleetlons be held as . soon as p0551b1e, to .l'}”
‘;establxsh a truly democratlc government that would guarantee
-Asaipeace, freedom and 3ust1ce. The Sandlnlstas then promlsed the

e

'EIOAS in. wrltlng that they would do these thlngs., Somoza left, andndijiF
he Sandlnlstas came to power. Thls was a negotlated settlement h
rbased on power sharlng between communlsts and genulne democrats
.‘{irke the one some have proposed for El Salvador today. Because"f,’
h:of these promlses, our prev1ous admlnlstratloq and other Westernrf
‘governments trled ‘in . a hopeful way, to encourage Sandlnlsta
success.: ﬁ | B
.:It tookAsome tlme to reallze what was actually taklng place,‘:,‘
-}that‘almost from the moment the Sandlnlstas and thelr cadre of
hjfgSO Cuban covert advxsors took power 1n Managua 1n July of 1979,pA
mféthe 1nterna1 repre551on of democratic groups, trade unlons, and.“
fc1v1c groups began.: nght to dlssent was denled Freedom o£ the?"z
'hfrpress and freedom of‘assembly became v1rtua11y nonex1stent o
f;There was’ an outrlght refusal to hold genulne electlons coupled

' ‘hlth the contlnual promlse to do sO. Thelr latest promlse is forfA:_

electlons by.Novembem 1984.» In the meantlme, there has been an'”
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attempt to wipe omt an entire culture, the Miskito Indians, -
thousands of whom have been slaughtered or herded into detention

camps, where they have been starved and abused. Their villages,

L

churches and crops were burned,

The Sandinistas engaged in anti-Semitism against the Jewish
* community. And ﬁhey persecuted the Catholie church and publicly
humiliated‘ingividuhl priests. - When Pope John‘ﬁaul,II.Visited
Nicaragua 1as£ﬁyear, the Sandinistas organized public
demdnstratiqns, hurling insults at him and his message of peace.
On Good Fridﬁy, soﬁe'loo,ooo Catholic faithfuls staged a
demonstfation of defiance. You may be hearing about that
demonstration for the.fifst time. It wasn't widely reported.
And Nicaraguan Bishop Pablo Antonio Vega recently said, "We‘;re
living with a éotalitarian ideology that no one wants in this

country."®

' The Sandinista rule is a communist Reign of Terror. Many of
those who féught alongside the Sandinistas saw their revolution
betrayed; Ehgy were denied power in the new gcvernment, some were
impriSOned, othérs exiled. Thousands who fought with the
Sandinistas have taken up arms against them and are now called
the Contras. They are freedom-fighters. '

" What the Sandinistas have done to Nicaragua is a tragedy.

But we Americans must understand and come to grips with the fact
that the Sandinistas are not content to brutalize their own land.

They seek to export their terror to every other country in the

region.

-
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I ask you to listen closely to tha folloQing quotation{
" "The revolutionary paacess of Central Ameriéa_is a single
process; the triumphs of one are the.triuméhs 6f the q;her et o o
Guatemala will have ita hour. Honduras its, Costa Rica, too,
will have its hour of glory. The first note was heard in
Nicaragua." That was the statement of Cayetano Carpio, who was a

leader of thezNicafaguan-and Cuban-backed guerfillas in

-
Y

El Salvador.

Shortly after taking power, thevSandinistas -- in
partnefship Qith Cﬁﬁa.and the éoviet Union -- began supporting
aggressioh against El Salvador, Honduras, Costa Riéa, and
Guatemala. They openeé.fraining camps for guerrillas from
El Salvador sq'they could return to their country and attaci its
‘government. Those camps still opérate. Nicaragua is still-the
headquarters for communist guerril}a movements. And Nicaraguan
agents and diplomats have been caught in Costa Rica and Honduras
supervising attacks carried out by communist terrorists.

The rale-that Cuba has long performed for the Soviet Union
is now also being played by the Sandinistas. They have become
Cuba's Cubans. Weapons, supplies, and funds are shipped from the
Soviet bloc to Cuba, from Cuba to Nicaragua, from Nicaragua to
the Salvadoran guerrillas. These facts were confirmed last year
by the House Salect Committee on Intélligence.

The Sandinista regime has been waging war against its
neighbors since August of 1979. This has included military raids

into Honduras and Costa Rica which still continue today. -

-

Approved For Release 2008/08/29 : CIA-RDP86MOO886ROO1900170007-0
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and they're getting a gzeatAdeal of help from their friends.
There were 165 Cuban personnel in Nicaragﬁa in 1979. Today that
force has grown to 10,000. And we're being criticized_for having
55 militarf trainers in El1 Salvador. Manpower support is also
coming from other parts of the terror netwoik: the PLO has sent
men and so has Libyafs dictator Quadaffi. Last year communist
countries proy&ded 6ver-$400 million in new miiitary assistance,

including tanks, artillery, rocket launchers, and the

- -construction of military bases and support facilities.

Just last week a Soviet ship was unloading heavy-duty
military trucks in Nicaragua's Corinto harbor. Another Soviet
ship is on its way with more trucks and 155 Soviet jeeps.

Nicaragua's own military forces have grown enormously.

_Since 1979, their trained forces increased from 10,000 to‘ovér.

100,000. Why does Nicaragua need all this power? Why did this
country of only 2.8 million éeople build the largest military )
force in the history of Central America?

They élaim the buildﬁp is the result of the anti-Sandinista
forces. But that is a lie. The Sandinista military buildup
began 2-1/2 years before the anti-Sandinista freedom-fighters had
taken up arms.

They claim the buildup is because they are threatened by
their neighbors. That, too, is a lie. Nicaragua's next door °
neighbor, Costé’Rica; doesn't even have an army. Anotﬁer
neighbor, Honduras, has armed forces of only 16,000, which we are

now helping to train for defense of their own borders.

Approved For Release 2008/08/29 : CIA-RDP86M00886R001900170007-0
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d The Sandlnlstas crawn the bulldup is 1n response to Ameri¢én T

‘That lS the most cynlcal 11e of all 'The‘truth is =

Ad‘they announced at thelr rlrst annlversary, ‘in July 1980 that

\ '7hthe-r revolutlon was 901ng to spread beyond thelr own borders.ji‘_;nf

~prop up Somoza.

Wﬁen the Sandlnlstas wele flghtlng the Somoza reglme, the .

;nUnlted States'%pollcy was: hands off We did no+ attempt to

'The Unlted States dld everythlng to show ltS

\openness towa;d'the Sandlnlstas, 1ts frlendllness, 1ts

lvw1lllngness to become frlends. The Carter Admlnlstratlon

:'f}jprov1ded the Sandlnlstas more economlc aSSLStance in the fxrst

;,18 months of 1ts llfe than any . other country. But in. January

£,1981, haV1ng concluded “that the Sandlnlstas were armlng the

'Salvadoran guerrlllas, the Carter Adnlnlstratlon sent m111tary

aid to El Salvador.jﬁ-v ji o e o -‘ ;d ' o -

As soon as I took office, we attempted to show frlendshlp ‘to

‘the Sandlnlstas and prov1ded economic ald to Nlcaragua. But it

~.did no good They kept on exportlng terrorlsm.: The words of

' thelr off1c1al party anthem descrlbe us, the United States, as

:the enemy of all manklnd

5

So much for our: 51ncere but unreallstlc hopes that 1f only

'tf‘we'd try harder to be frlends, Nlcaragua would flourlsh in the

; glow of our frlendshlp and 1nsta11 llberty and freedom for the:.r1

'.'ipeople. ;5f

The truth 1s-t They haven' t

[

In 1958, Fldel Castro pledged that, once hls revolutlon had

'trlunohed he would start a much 1onger and blgger war'—- a war

REENS "
ES S

[ a—
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against the Ameriéans. That war, Castro said, "will be my.true
destiny." For 26 years, dufing Republican and Democratic
administrations, Castro has kept to his own path of revolutionary
violence. Today, Cuba even provides safe passage for érug
traffickers who poison our chilaren. In return, of course, he
gets hard cash to'buy more weapons of war.

We are in;the ﬁidst of what President John F. Kennedy called
"a long twilight struggle” to defend freedom inAthe'world. He
unde}stood the problem of Central America. He gpderstood Castro.
And he undergtood thé long-term goals of the Soviet Union in this
regipn.‘ |

Twenty-three years égo, President Kepnedy warned against the
threat of communist penetration in our hemisphere. He said;_“I
want it clearly understood that this Government will not hesgitate
in meeting its primary obligations which are to the security of
our Nation." And the House and Senate supported hiﬁ; :
cverwhelmingly, by passing a law caliing on the United States to
prevent Cuﬁa'from extending its aggressive or subversive
activities to any part of this hemisphere. .Were John Kennedy
alive today, I think he would be appalled by the gullibility of
some who invdke his name.

I have told you that Cuba's and Nicaragua's prime target is
El Salvador. - And I want to talk to you about that country
because there is a lot of misunderstanding about it.

El Salvador, too, had a revolution several years ago, and is

now sﬁrpggling valiantly to achieve a workable democracy, and, at

the same time, to achieve a stable economic system and to redress

Approved For Release 2008/08/29 : CIA-RDP86M00886R001900170007-0
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historical injustices. But El Salvador's yearning for democracy

'hés,been thwartea;by Cuban-trained and armed guerrillas, leading

a campaign of wviolence against people, and destruction of
brldges, roads, power statlons, trucks, buses, and other v1tal

elements of their economy. Destroying this infrastructure has

‘broudht more unemployment and poverty to the people of

El Salvador. -
=

Some argue that El Salvador has only “two polltlcal

extremes -- the communzst left and the radical right -- that we

must choose between them. That is just not true. Democratic
political parties range from the democratic left, to center, to

groups, and business associations are numerous aﬁd flourishing.
There is a small, violent right-wing as opposed to democracy.as
are the guerrillas, but they are not part of the government, and
we have consistently opposed both extremes, and so ﬁas the
government of El Salvador. ’

Land reform is moving forward. Since March 1980, the .
program has benefitted more than'SS0,000 peasants, or about a
quarter of the rural population. But many can't farm their land;
they will be killed by the guerrillas if they do.

The peoplg of Central America want democracy and freedom.
They wanf and hope for a better future. Costa Rica is a
wéll—establisgea and ﬁealthy democracy. Honduras made a peaceful

transition to democracy in 1982. And in Guatemala, political

parties and trade unions are functioning. An election is

.-~
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-tfscheduled for July there, Wlth a real prospect that that country‘
“can return to full constltutlonal government in 1985'1
| In fact, 26 of 33 Latln Amerlcan countrles are democrac1es o
xfdor str1v1ng to become democrac1es., But they are vulnerable

By aldlng the commnnlst guerrlllas in El1 Salvador,

Vfiwlcaragua s unelected government is trylng to overthrow the
o - ) : :
“:duly— lected government of a. nelghborlng country. L1ke
f*lecaragua, the government of El Salvador was born of revolutlon,-"

'.but unllke Nlcaragua it has held 3 elect1ons, the most recent alf

i;pre51dent1al electlon 1ast Sunday.i'It has made great progress
'Qtoward democracy.; In ‘this- last electlon, 80 percent of the

Vndgpeople of El Salvador braved communlst threats and guerrllla.
'a-v1olence to vote for peace in freedom. | | -

Let me glve.one more examp’e of the dlfference between the
'twobcountrles —-- El Salvador and Nlcaragua. .The government of
:El Salvador has offered amnesty to the guerrlllas and asked them

ff'to part1c1pate in the electlonsland democratic processes. The'
- énerrillasfrefused *they'want to shoot_their-way into power and
establlsh totalltarran rule. e |

Bv contrast, tne freedom-flghters; the Contras in Nlcaragua

‘l-irhave offered to lay down thELI weapons and take part ln
di'democratlc electlons; but there the communlst Sandlnlsta
'i‘government has refused | | g | | d

| That s why the Unlted States must support both the elected |

‘government of El Salvador and the thousands of Nlcaraguans re51st1ng a.

_totalxtarlan takeover.of»thelr homeland. We are trylng to prevent the.

K s
: F
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shipping of afms by the Nicaraguan goverhment to the guerriilaé
“in ElfSalvaddr; | |

If the communists can start Qaf-against the people of
El Salvador, then El Salvador and its frlends are surely
“LSt‘fled in defendlng themselves by blocking the flow of arms.
3:If the Soviet Union can-aid and. abet subver51on'1n our
- hemisphere, then the_ﬁnited States has a 1egaljright and a moral
»duty to'help‘resist it. This is not only‘in our strategic
.1nterest, 1t is morally rlght.-'It would be profoundly immoral ﬁo
let peace-lov1ng frlends depending on our help be overwhelmed by
brute force if we have.gny capacity to prevent it.

If ourrpoiiticﬁl pfocess pulls together, Soviet- and .
'Cuban-supported aggression can be defeated. 6n fhis, the
. centennial anniversary of Pre51dent Harry Truman s birth, itﬁig
fitting to recall his words spoken to a joint session of the
Congress in a similar situation: "The free peoples’ of the world
look to us. for support inxmaintainlng their freedoms. If we
falter . . . we may endanger the'peace of the world, and we shall
surely endanger the welfare of this Nation."

The spgech was given in 1947. The problem then was 2 years
of Soviét—suppﬁrted ihdirect'aggregsibn against Greece. The
communists Qerg close to Qic;ory; President Truman calied on thé
Congress‘to provide decisive aid td the Greek Government. The
‘Republican minority failied beﬁind President Truman's call.

Democratic forces succeeded and Greece became a parliamentary

democracy.

-
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‘ Comnunrst snbyersionlrs»not an 1xrever51b ejtide.‘ Weife
.'afseen 1t rolled back rn”Venezuela, the Domlnlc31 REPubllC, and |
‘Ydmost.recently, in Grenada.y And wnere democracy flourlshes, hunant
rlghts and peace are more secure._ The tlde of the future can be' 8

.tla freedon tlde. All lt takes is tne w111 and resources to get

. f[the Job done-:jfffﬂ

“f In Aprll 1983, J addressed a ]01nt se551on of the Congress L

e

. yfand asked for blpartlsan cooperatlon on behalf of our p011C1es to.”ff fl

1?Pr°t9Ct 11berty and‘democracy in Central Amerlca. Shortly after L

‘T;that speech, the late Democratrc Senator Henry Jackson encouraged fff
ifﬁﬁthe apporntment of a, blue-rlbbon, blpartlsan commlsSLOn to chart -
ﬂi a long—term course for democracy, economic 1mprovement, and peacerﬁ;‘J
: ’rln Central Amerlca.“I app01nted twelve dlst1ngulshed Amerlcans
5from both polltlcalipartles to the National Blpartlsan Commls51on
ion Central Amerlca, chalred by Henry KlSSlnger. | | |
Tbe Blpartlsan Comm1531on rendered an 1mportant service to -
all Amerlcans -- a114of us from pole to- pole in thls Western
‘tHemlsphere. Last January, the Comm*ssxon presented p051t1ve
"'}recommendatlons to support democratlc development, 1mprove 11v1ng.
.jcondltlons, and brlng the long—sought dream for. peace to this
'throubled reglon so c&ose to home._ The recommendatlons relnforce..
‘dﬁthe splrlt of ‘our Admlnlstratlon s p011CleS that help to our
~;neighborsyshOuid‘besprinariiy'eCOnonic.and humanitarian,“but must'
.also 1nc1ude suff1c1ent m111tary a1d | . .
In February I subm*tted a comprehensxve leglslatlve proposal

to. the Congress whlch would lmplement ‘the Conm1551on s

:recommendatlons. And 51nce thls report presented a blpartlsan

i
y
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conseasus, I am'hopeful that the Congress wlll take prompt
w*actlon. Thls proposal calls for an 1ncreased commltment of

;57:re50trce$ beglnnlng 1mmed1ately and extendlng regularly over the,[lﬂ.

'!fnext 5 years.. The program is a balanced comblnatlon of support

- for mocracy" ec0nom1t development, dlplomacy securlty ,

p et

'measures, thh 70'percent of the dollars to be used for economic o
;fand socxal development.‘ Thls program can get the ]Ob done. Thei;f‘;[
dNatlonal Blpartlsanwéomm1551on on. Central Amer1ca has done 1ts'”’ «
'uork ‘ Our Admlnlstratlon has done Lts work : We now awalt actlonrllp7'
";;3.by the Congress._ Meanwhlle, evrdence mounts of Cuban lntentlons.r
‘;ffto double 1ts support to the Salvadoran guerrlllas and bring down"d
'Liﬁéthat newly—elected government in the fall. Unless we provide the.flfa

resources, the communlsts will llkely succeed - - R

o Let s remember, the Soviet bloc gave Cuba and Nlcaragua’u.'

;$4 9 bllllon in assrstance last year,_whlle the United States

~prov1ded all 1ts frlends throughout Central America with only a

B IR

'fractlon of that amount

The simple questlons‘are~' will we support-freedom inethds;.
,l-hemlspherefor'not° W1ll we defend our v1tal 1nterests in thls
”:ihemlsphere’or not°A Will we stop the spread of communlsm in thlS f5'
Tifhemlsphere-or not’ IW111 we act wh11e there s Stlll t1me7 R

There .are those in thlS country ‘who would yleld to the
x';ltenptatlon'to do nothlng._ They are the New Isolatlonlsts, very
»ffmuch llke the 1solatlonlsts of the late 1930'5, who knew what was gf"?
."haopenlng 1n Europe but chose not to face the terrlble challenge :

| hlstory had glven them. They preferred a. pollcy of w15hful o

thlnklng that 1f they only gave up one more country,'allowed just
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one more internatiOnai transgreesion, then surely,'sooner or
.' later, the aggressor s appetlte would be satisfied.

Well, they dldn't stop the aggressors - they emboldened
them. They dldn't prevent war e they assured it. '

Leglslatlon is now before the Congress that will carry out
the r;commendatlons of the Natlonal Blpartlsan CommLSSLOn. -
f{Requests for 1nter1m approprlatlons to glve the freedom flghters
lzn Nlcaragua,‘and the soldlers flghtlng for their country in
"S: El Salvador; ‘the tools they need also await action by the House
of.Representetiyes.} | R

_For the last 4 years, only half of the military aid
requested for El Salvador has been provided -- even though tatal
aid for El Salvador is only 3 percent of our world-w1de
'"assistance. I am asking the Congress to prov1de the funds I. .
requested for fiséal year 1984 and also to enact the,entire
‘National Bipartisen Commiésion Plan for democracy, eeonomic
deveiopment,.and peace in Central America.

As I taik to you tonight, there are young Salvadoran '
sold;ers in the field facing the terrorlsts and guerrillas 1n
El Salvador w1th the clips in their rifles the only ammunition
they have. The lack of‘evacuatlon hellcopters for the wounded
and the lack of medical supplles if they are evacuated has
resulted in one out of three of ‘the wounded dylng. ‘This is nov
" way to support frlends -- partlcularly when supportlng them is
: support;ng ourselves.h

Last week; as we returned across the vast Pacific to Alaska,

I could not help being:struck again by how blessed has been our
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f{lanl For 200 years“ the oceans have protected us from much that
~f}has troubled the world 1 But clearly, our world 1s'shr1nk1ng.t We-
;dcannot pretend otherw:se 1f we wish to protect our freedom, our:‘

nf,economlc v1ta11ty, and our prec1ous way of llfe.

j‘%*ﬁt' to all of us, tne Pdmlnlstratlon, ou as”citizens o
R p o

v t‘and your Representatlves ln the Congress._ The people of Central ;,,v'

Amerlca can succeed uf we prov1de the a581stance I have proposed -
: 5 |

SSWe‘Amerlcans should be proud of what we are trzlng to de in:
Lwﬂﬁcan do 1n Central Amerlca —- to support democracy, human r1ghts,"wh'
'fﬁand economlc growth ‘whlle preservxng peace 'so close to home.
*,Let us show the world that we want no hostlle, communlst colonles
'here in the Amerlcas- South, Central or North

| 'A'.Thank you, God bless you, and good nlght

.“' )
| Gy

_ Approved For Release 2008/08/29 : CIA-RDP86M00886R001900170007-0 =

1?Centra1 Amerlca,iandlproud of what, together w1th our frlends, we‘f'”d




