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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Washington, D.C. 20520 Executive Registry

84- Q083

September 17, 1984

MEMORANDUM TO GOVERNMENT DISTRIBUTION LIST A

FROM: OTTO J. REICH M

SUBJECT: Transcript of Pickering/Gorman Briefing; Talking
Points on El Salvador; TV Guide Article

Enclosed are three items which I believe you will find of
interest:

1. Transcript of the August 8, 1984, briefing given by
Ambassador Thomas Pickering and General Paul Gorman regarding
recently declassified information on external support of the
Salvadoran guerrillas

2. Talking points on El Salvador, covering general
background information, political information, land reform,
human rights, and security matters

3. A well-written article on TV coverage of Central
America, from the September 15, 1984, issue of TV Guide magazine
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EL SALVADOR

Background

The reformist coup of October 1979 and the subsequent
governments have demonstrated that an alternative exists to
choosing between the extreme left and the extreme right --
a genuinely democratic and progressive alternative.

The political and economic programs begun by reformist
political and military leaders continue in force, although
their benefits have been reduced by violent resistance from
the extreme right and by relentless, foreign-supported
guerrilla warfare from the anti-democratic left.

The U.S. objectives in El Salvador are to support emerging
democratic institutions, to encourage free elections, to
strengthen judicial processes that protect human rights,
and to support economic reform. Military assistance is not
an end in itself; it seeks to provide security against
guerrilla violence while democratic processes and economic
reforms take root.

The U.S. supports reconciliation based on dialogue and free
elections, not power-sharing for groups whose claim to such
power is based only upon their ability to destroy.

The elections in 1982 and in March and May 1984 demonstrate
the people's desire for democracy and their repudiation of
guerrilla violence. Approximately 80% of the electorate

participated in these elections despite guerrilla efforts
to disrupt them.

Activities to disrupt the elections included attacks on
towns, burning buses and ballots, confiscating

identification cards, and mining roads.

The U.S. military training and assistance program in El
salvador is aimed at developing professionalism and
discipline within the military so that it can successfully
defend the country while understanding the need to respect
fundamental human rights.

Given the announced strategy of the Farabundo Marti
National Liberation Front (FMLN) of sabotaging El
Salvador's economy, any economic assistance program without
a strong military component would be ineffective.
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Since 1979, gross domestic product (GDP) has fallen by 25
percent in real terms and exports have dropped by 40
percent. During this same period, direct damage to the

economy from guerrilla sabotage is estimated at more than
$800 million.

Political
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The new (December 1983) constitution establishes a
republican, pluralistic form of government; strengthens the
legislative and judicial branches; improves safeguards for
individual rights; protects the legal bases of the land
reform. It also provided for this year's presidential
elections and legislative and municipal elections in 1985.

The Salvadoran military has played a major role in
protecting and defending the reforms of the last four
years. The land reform would not have been physically or
politically possible without armed services support.

In 1982, some 1.5 million Salvadorans -- about 80 percent
of the elegible electorate -- voted. Only the extreme left
refused to participate. Hundreds of official observers and
international journalists indicated that the elections were
free, fair, and representative.

On June 1, 1984 Jose Napoleon Duarte became El Salvador's
first freely elected civilian president to take office in
50 years.

The Salvadoran Peace Commission has met with
representatives of the armed left and is prepared to
discuss the querrillas' participation in free elections,

including physical security for candidates and access to
the media.

The Salvadoran Government's amnesty program of 1983
resulted in the defection of some 600 guerrillas and the
release of over 500 political prisoners.

Guerrilla defections have begun to increase since the
presidential elections.

President Duarte has reiterated the government's desire to
seek peace through dialogue and democratic processes; he
has rejected, however, power-sharing among armed camps.
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Land Reform

-— More than 10 percent of El Salvador's total population and
25 percent of El Salvador's rural poor -- over 550,000
individuals -- have benefited. These Salvadorans and their
families, who before had little economic stake in their
country, now have access to their own land, either
individually or as members of cooperatives.

-- El1 salvador's new constitution, enacted in December 1983,
safequards the agrarian reform.

-- Land reform has symbolized the government's commitment to
social justice and eased the intense political pressures

that were dgrowing in geometric proportions between 1978 and
1980.

-- The agrarian reform program is restructuring patterns of
land ownership in order to redress the inequities of the
past, to respond to the legitimate grievances of the rural
poor, and to promote more broadly based growth in the
agricultural sector.

-- The ultimate goal is to develop a rural middle class with a
stake in El Salvador's peace and prosperity.

-- The new government has incoporated peasant leaders into the
management of the reforms, giving the peasants themselves a
vastly increased voice in the formulation of land and
agricultural policy.

-- The guerrillas continue to see the reform as a threat to
their very existence and have gone so far as to attack
cooperatives and their members. In fact, guerrilla
activities have prevented the extension of land reform in
conflict zones.

Human Rights

-- Human rights violations remain a central concern, and the
government is committed to ending violence of the right as
well as the left. President Duarte said in his inaugural
address that violators of human rights will be dealt with
harshly.

-- All the groups compiling figures on deaths attributable to
violence report a steady and measurable, if still not
entirely satisfactory, reduction in the levels of political
violence. Statistics kept by the U.S. Embassy in El
Salvador indicate that politically motivated murders have

declined from a high of 800 per month in late 1980 to fewer
than 60 in May 1984.

F
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-- Other sources report differing figqures. One widely-quoted
source, Tutela Legal, appears at times to include guerrilla
casualties on the battlefield as civilian deaths, thereby
grossly inflating the level of violence actually
experienced by civilian non-combatants.

-- Major efforts are underway to ensure more effective
functioning of the criminal justice system. The U.S. is
assisting the Salvadoran Government in developing programs
to improve judicial protection and investigative
capacities; to increase the proficiency of jurists and
lawyers; and to modernize penal and evidentiary codes.

-- An example of progress in judicial reform: those
responsible for the murder of the five U.S. churchwomen
have been found guilty by a jury and received the maximum
sentence, 30 years in prison.

-- The Government of El Salvador continues its efforts to curb
the violence of the far right. The Armed Forces High
Ccommand has on numerous occasions publicly broadcast its
opposition to violence by death squads and has issued
strict new orders to combat such violence.

-- In addition, in June 1984 the Government disbanded a unit
of the Treasury Police which had been suspected of
involvement in death squad activities.

-- cCivilian and military officers suspected of violent
far-right activity have been removed from their positions
and, in some cases, sent abroad.

-- President Duarte has announced that he will form a high
level commission to root out terrorists and military
officers who abuse their authority.

Security

-- An estimated 9,000-11,000 armed guerrillas are now actively
engaged in the field against the Salvadoran Armed Forces.

-- The guerrilla strategy of sabotaging the economy has hurt
the poor and has cost the guerrillas popular support.

-- Forced recruitment of Salvadorans by the FMLN guerrillas
has increased dramatically. It is estimated that between
600 and 800 youths were kidnapped in April and May of
1984. The Catholic Church has asked the FMLN to release
those kidnapped and to demonstrate a respectful attitude
toward the civilian population.
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-- Roughly 1,500 Salvadoran residents from the area of
sabanetas have fled because of gquerrilla recruitment
efforts and have asked Honduran authorities to help them
return to areas under government control in “El Salvador.

-- The guerrillas' training, communications, and armaments
have improved greatly; however, guerrilla activities since
1980 do not indicate any expansion of influence among the
general population. The people refused the call for a
general uprising which the guerrillas made during their
"final® offensive of January 1981, on three occasions
rejected the guerrillas by participating in elections, and

have generally ignored guerrilla attempts to expand their
ranks.

-- U.S. military assistance has been an important element in
preventing a guerrilla victory. In addition to providing
arms, ammunition, and logistical support, the U.S. has
helped train soldiers and officers in the fundamental
requirements of a professional and disciplined force. This
training emphasizes the obligations of a soldier to the
people and country in whose name he serves. Those who
have been trained are showing promising results. There is
a need to reinforce this pattern by continuing such
training.

-- Since the presidential elections, the Government of El
Salvador has continued its remuneration program -- i.e.,
paying cash -- for surrendered military equipment by
salvadorans, particularly FMLN guerrillas. The results to
date have been encouraging.

July 1984
0025t
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WhyTVis..

Missing
the
Picture
in

Central
America

Nightly news coverage

is a patchwork

of surface events that

fails to capture

the realities behind the
uerrilla contlicts and
ast-West tensions

By John Weisman

The targe, starkly modern
airport is an air-condi-
lionad oasis from the sum-
mer's sticky heal. Baggage
claim runs smoothly and,
once you're outside, a po-
lite security guard points
you toward a fine of yellow
taxis. The trip 1o the hotel
begins with a 16-mile ride
along a four-lane super-
highway, recently blasted
from rocky hills. In town,
after a 20-minute drive,
there are bustling shop-
ping centers, supermarkets
and the cacophony of
heavy tratfic on crowded
streets. Pecple tine up at
McDonaid's tor hamburg-

g

ers and (ries. "y
o bt
You have ariived: you — R
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are in the middie of San Salvador, the
capital of El Salvador.

Surprised?

Probably. Because if, like most Amer-
icans, you've gotten your information about
Central America from what's available on
ABC's World News Tonight, the CBS Eve-
ning News with Dan Rather and NBC
Nightly News, you've been prepared for
a nation at war, ils mean streets httered
with the gruesome victims of night-wing
death squads

“There is & TV story to be toid down
here that isn't being told,” says Kenneth
W. Bleakley, the deputy chiet of mission
atthe U.S. Embassy in San Salvador. "And
if there's one indication of it, it is that we
have a constant stream of visitors through
here. Some of them are harsh critics, some
dyed-in-the-wool supporters. But invari-
ably, El Salvador is nothing like what they
expected—and that, to me, is the major
criticism; that the press, panicularly the
TV peaple, are doing something wrong:
vitually every American who comes to E!
Salvador is surprised by what he finds.”

Yo see how waell the nightly news pro-
grams, with their combined audience of
mora than 46 million viewers, cover the
complex story of and the issues surround-
ing Central America, TV Guine examined
661 news stories about EI Salvador, Hon-
duras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Guatemala
and Panama broadcast by ABC, CBS and
NBC over almast nine months—{rom July
1, 1883 to Maich 26, 1984. There were
almost 15 hours of coverage in all, ranging
from shon, anchor-read “teli” stories 10
five-minute background features.

The overall impression feft by those 15
hours 1§ a broad montage of images: Sal-
vadoran soldiers (no more than boys) lying
wounded; guerrilias playing guitars around
camplires; ClA-sponsored Contras train-
ing to fight the Nicaraguan Sandinista
governmant; survivors burying their dead.

There were White House announce-
ments, State Deparniment pronouncements
and Congressional denouncements; there
was nelwork diagnaosis, analysis and hy-
pothesis. There were buzzwords and catch
phrases, computer-generated maps and

elaborate graphics. One network even
distributed a brochure of background in-
formation about Central America.

And yel, the overwheiming conctusion
after all those miles of videotape, all those
interviews, all that combat footage, is that
one ends up knawing almost as little about
Central America, and why the United States
is invoived there, as one knew belore
looking at those 661 news spots.

That conclusion is not unfamiliar to the
networks. Says CBS News anchor Dan
Rather, “Our difficuity in covering Central
America, as it is with so many other places
in the worid, is complexity. Television
has difficulty with depth. We know that.
We try to compensate for thal. We try to
address ourselves o that. We have trouble
with depth. We have trouble with stories
of complexity."

Indeed, the networks’ failure to provide
viewers with comprehensive coverage of
tne issues surrounding Central America,
of the way they deal with issues—either
piecemeal or disjointedly—goes to the
very coie of whether or not the nightly
news programs can and do inform the
Nation adequately aboul complex issues
of major consequence. As Rather says, "I
think CBS News is very good at covering
news slories. I'm not sure that we're all
that good at covering the issues.”

Just how good are the networks at cov-
ering news stories—anad the issues? And
why don't we learn more about Central
America from the nightly news? The an-
swers depend on whom you talk to

Al the networks, there is a lot of focus on
ine time constraints posed by haif-hour
news shows, which are pared to 22 min-
utes after commercials and network pro-
mos. Robert Murphy, ABC.News vice-
president, news caverage, says that even
asking such questions is "unfair to ABC,
particularly, t0 be so narrow in your judg-
ment of an entire news division based on
what is, in terms of a newspaper, the front
page. World News Tonight is our most
imporiant broadcast, but the iimits of that
broadcast—the time limits—are well
known.”

But American diplomats who deal —»

with Central America on a daily basis tend
to have more substantial—and perhaps
revealing—opinions. Kenneth W. Bieakley
says that issues often are bypassed be-
cause stories on the nightly news shows
tend to provide a slice of life without put-
ting it into perspective.

The sort of thing, says Bieakley, where
a correspondent “is standing there and

‘| get the feeling that all they
want back in New York is
bodies.’ .
—ABC staffer in
Central America

saying, ‘Here the rebels are on the oul-
skirts of Suchitoto [a mid-sized city north
of San Salvador], about to roll in and
destroy and take over this town. Now back
to you, New York.'

“And that's the end of the story. Nothing
about how the government drove them off
hait an hour later, and that the town is
back to normal the following day.”

item: On Jan. 1, 1984, both ABC and
CBS reponted that the Cuscatian Bridge.
El Salvador's main tink from east to west
on the Pan American Highway, had been
blown up by rebels. What happened to
the bridge? Was il ever rebuilt? Neither
ABC nor CBS intormed their viewers. |t
you were watching NBC Nightly News on
the night of Jan. 21, however, you
finally saw the slory resolved.

NBC correspondent Dan Molina re-
ported. “Three weeks from start to finish.
That's all the time it took to build a sturdy
new briage across El Salvador's biggest
river. ... [The new bridge] is an impres-
sive achievement, the government bounc-
ing back after a humiliating defeat.”

U.S. Ambassador to Honduras John
Negroponte says that the media have the
unfortunate habit of stereotyping U.S. pol-
icies in the region, concentrating on the
military aspects to the exclusion of vir-
tually everything else. "Here in Honduras
(in tiscal 1983) we have a 3-lo-1 ratio of
8conomic 1o military assistance; we've gol
200 Peace Corps volunteers. And rarely,

it ever, do we get coverage of those kinds
of issues.”

ltem: Only one network, CBS, covered
Peace Corps activities in Honduras during
TV Guipe's eight-month survey. None of
the networks deait in depth with Hondu-
ras's economic problems (it is the poorest
nation in the region.aithough its president,
Dr. Roberto Suazo Cordova, earns a com-
bination of salary and perks that is esti-
mated by US. officiais to run into the
milions of doliars); with agrarian reform,
with Honduran labor unions (some of the
stiongest in Central America); with the
influential—and weaithy—Palestinian
community in Honduras or, for that matter,
with American economic aid.

“| get the feeling that all they want back
in New York is bodies,” says an ABC
Central America staffer. "Well, we don't
have bodies in Honduras—yet.” The staft-
er, who asks not to be named, goes on
to list a half-dozen stories ABC had, not
covered during TV Guipe's research pe-
nod. They include the Israeli and Argen-
tine influence in Honduras; an influx, back
in 1982-83, of disciples of the cult leader
Sun Myung Moon, who heiped move the
university in Tegucigalpa from leht to right
of center politically, and an organization
called APRHO, which has lies 1o the far
right wing of Honduran politics.

ABC correspondent Peter Colling says
that he has “kicked around story ideas on
those subjects.” Bul, he adds, "l haven't
made them as specific proposals to peo-
ple in New York."

Wwhy not? Says Coltins: “i think that one
of the good rules .of television is, 'Don't
propose something that is not likely to get
done, of not likely to get on TV."

Coliins says that there is no “predis-
position” on the part of ABC executives
to favor military stories over economic
ones. But, he adds, "I think that what is
more likely, or more close to the truth, is
that such [military} stories are easier to
get than the others, in the sense that the
visuals are easier 10 coliect. it's true—
they are more dramatic—but they are al-
80 more . . . headline-making, not just in
television, but in other major media as
well.” —
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Jeftrey R Biggs. director of the office
o! press and pubiic aMairs in the State

- Department's Bureau of inter-American Af-

fairs, says that because the nightly news
shows tend 10 cover the day's lop stories,
they often omit much of the basic back-
ground necessary 1o understand that sto-
ry “Today you'rs tatking about the church
angd the state. tomorrow you are talking
about death squads, the next day you are
lalking about military exercises in Hon-
duras, the next day about guerrilla offen-
sives, the next day about an election.
“Once you get the media geared up.
with bureaus and crews in Central Amer-
ica on an almost permanent basis. they
are trealing the news ot today, but fre-
quently in no broad or historic context

Item: July 18, 1983 ABC anchor Peter
Jennings introduced a report on the fourth
anniversary of Nicaragua's revolution,
“which loppled Anastasioc Somoza and
brought the Sandinista government to
power ~ Correspondent John Quinones fo-
cused on Nicaraguan-U S relations. and
the Sandinistas’ attempt 1o “portray Nic-
aragua as a peace-loving nation "

The next night. Quinones broadcast a
second report from Managua. filled with
visuals of the 150.000 “flag-waving and
siogan-chanting Nicaraguans [who} turned
out for the fourth anniversary of the San-
dinista revolution

The two reports totaled more than four
minutes of ABC's precious air time No-
where in them were conlained the most
basic tacts about the condition of the San-
dinusta revolution at the age of four.

0 No mention of the Nicaraguan econ-
omy. which is in shamblesg

(J No mention of the estimated 2000
Cuban. 150 Russian, and assorted Bul-
garan. East German. PLO and Libyan
mititary advisers who help the Sandinistas
train their army. the area’s largest.

(J No mention of the tact that the Cath-
olic Church hierarchy in Nicaragua is
largely opposed to the Sandinista regime,
aithough it had supporied the Sandinistas
during the Somoza days

O No mention of the press censorship
in Nicaragua.

[0 No mention of any developments—
positive or negative—in Nicaraguan so-
ciety since the revoiution indeed, the San-
dinistas have improved health care (with
the aid ot Cuban doctors and health work-
ers) and education (with help from an
estimated 2000 Cuban teachers).

Facts, figures, language and pictures
are sometimes used loosely by the net-
works as they tover Central America.

ltem CBS reported on July 24, 1983,
that the war in Ei Salvador had claimed
“more than 42,000 lives " On Oct. 11, the
casualty figures had changed: corre-
spondent Gary Shepard said that the “four-
year-o!d civil war . .. has now taken an
estimated 37,000 lives "

Item: ABC's Richard Threlkeld, on World
News Tonight, Oct 14, 1983, used pic-
tures of U.S combat aircraft to illustrate
his assertion that “U. S planes now litter
the sky” over Honduras

The problem: there are no U.S. combat
aircraft in Honduras If Threikeld had shown
pictures of C-130 Hercules transports, he
would have been accurate, as scores of
those have "littered the skies” bringing
tons of military supplies into Honduras

item: On Sept 8. Brokaw announced
that NBC News had prepared a back-
ground primer on Central America In the
introduction to the pamphlet, “Central

"America in Turmoil,” he wrote "To begin
o understand what 1s at stake it's crucial
to have a few primary facts in hangd "

The problem: NBC News' pamphlet, writ-
ten by its on-the-scene correspondents
and news staffers, was rife with errors. In
a letter to Reyven Frank, who was then
president of NBC News. Otto J Reich, the
State Department’s coordinator for public
diplomacy for Latin America and the Car-
ibbean, noted that (among other things)

(I NBC misnamed the president of Gua-
temala in 1954.

[ NBC listed the current U'S. Ambas-
sador to Guatemala as "Frederick Cho-
pin.” "Although our Ambassador would
probably appreciate the reference to the
famous composer Chopin." wrote Reich,
"his name is Chapin.”

(2 NBC misidentitied one of the four —

main guerrilla lactions in Gualemala

[0 NBC got the population of Honduras
and its capttal. Tegucigalpa, wrong

{J NBC misreported the amount of eco-
nomic aid going to Honduras.

{0 NBC said that the Honduran Con-
gress is made up of 24 members elected
for six years It is not: the Honduran Con-
gress is composed of 82 members who
are elected for four years

Says Brokaw: “|f there were those kinds
of errors, it's appalling.”

There were visual inaccuracies as weil
News executives a! all three networks in-
sist that they have hard and fas! rules
about the use of file footage—videotape
shot at one pont in time and used later
as a visual element of a story for which
it was not shot

As Lane Venardos. executive producer
of the CBS Evening News, says. "We're
sensitive to this And it seems 1o me that
we put a large number ot ‘file-tape supers’
{words that appear over piclures identi-
fying them as file footage] up there—
sometimes so many times in one piece
that | find it distracting

Why such an emphasis on file-tape supers?
Because, says Venardos, use of old foot-
age in a new story without letting viewers
know it “is dishonest The only conclusion
a viewer can come to. based on the way
television news operates, is that {what
they're seeing] happened today—not in
April of ‘83, or April of ‘84, or last month—
or last week."

Item: Dozens of times over TV Guipe's
research period, ABC's viewers found
themselves looking at unmarked. un-
tagged file footage. apparent violations
of ABC's news guidelines.

When told about them, ABC's Robert
Murphy said that it network policy “was
being violated that many times, there would
be some action taken by senior execu-
lives "

in July 1983 alone, more than a dozen
ABC reports about Central America mis-
led viewers by not indicating the footage
they were seeing was file tape.

(J A July 5 spot by correspondent Anne
Garrels about the appointment of diplomat

Otto Reich 1o a new State Depariment post
contained pictures of what were appar-
ently Salvadoran guerrilias without any
indication of who they were, or when the
film had been shot

(3 On July 11, a spot from correspond-
ent John Quinones in La Palma, El Sal-
vador. used the same guerrilla pictures
as the July 5 Garrels spot—with no in-
dication that they were file footage

O A July 18 report. by Jack Smith.
looked at the Salvadoran army. Smith's
spot included, uniabeled. some of the
same sequences used in John Quinones’
July 11 piece on the Salvadoran army

(3 On July 19, correspondent Charles
Gibson's piece about covert gid o the
U S -supported Contras fighting against
the Sandinista regime in Nicaragua con-
tained lootage of the Contras without any
indication that it was file footage

There were at least nine other misla-
belings of lite footage by ABC that month
on July 17, 18, 19, 21, 26, 27 (two reports)
and 28 (two reports)

As for the other networks' CBS and NBC
had, between them, tewer than a dozen
instances of uniabeled lile footage during
TV Guioe's eight-month research period—
less than ABC's total for July alone

"I don't mind talking about issues.” says
CBS's Dan Rather "Ang | certainty think
we have a responsibility 1o cover issues
and deal withissues  But having said that.
| do think it's important that our audience
understand what it i1s we see ourselves
trying to do

"We are trying to cover the news Some-
times that includes dealing with ‘issues’

and other times it has 10 do with show-
ing. telling. what life is like for one person
in one moment of that person’s life This
is the news business This is nol aca-
demics here This is not state problems
It's the news business—this is journalism
That's what journalism’'s about.”

How the networks see themselves, and
their roles as purveyors of news and in-
formation, is central to the reasons that
they cover Central America in the patch-
work manner they do. The truth of the
matter is that they see themselves in —
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& slightly schizophienic way

Look at the multimilion-Goliar on-aw
promolions and punt advertisements o
ABC's Worid News Tonigni, the CBS Eve-
ning News with Dan Rather and NBC
Nightly News. Nona says. oul tiont, "We
8/6 & haadiine service We give you a
mere llaction of 1oday's news " Yel when
Oone talks 10 network anchois and news

“Correspondents come in
here, get briefed at the bar of
the EI Camino Real hotel,
then get in front of the camera
and-—in effect—say, ‘I'm going
10 explain to you in the next
30 seconds how the world
goes in El Salvador’,"

—Gerardo Le Chevallier,
duector of information,
government of El Salvador

#xeCulives about news coverage, their |il-
any is not about the compieteness of what
they do, but about scarcity

“Idon't Inink anyone can gel anything—
enough Information aboul anything—out
ol lslevision 1o make a full, informed judg-
ment.” says NBC's Brokaw

Central America, says Dan Rather, “is
& complex slory. We get bits and pieces
ofitonthe air. ... Bul 10 see il anywhere
near the context and depth it eQuires,
you've gol 10 read and you've gol o think
in addition 10 waiching lelevision.”

There is ancther problem, as well What
nelwork news executives seldom admil is
that, sometimes, important stories are not
covered because there is no video avail-
able. For example, one complaint heard
from American diplomals serving in Cen-
\ral America and from Central Amaerican
Qovernmaent alficiais is that right-wing
violence (which, historically, has been
substaniisl) is given heavy coverage by
the US networks, while violence Dy the
ioft goes vintuslly unteporned

18 violence by ihe lett covered enough?
“Probably nol," says Tom Brokaw. *| think

it is harger to cover because it tends to
happen in remole areas more." In other
words, since there are no pictures, the
slory tende 10 be underreported.
ltem: During the eight months surveyed,
live of the 60 members of the Salvadoran
Nationa! Assembiy—ihe equivaient of our
Congress—wers killed by letis! assas-
sins NBC broadcast the fact that one had
besn shal on Jan 27. Neither CBS nor
ABC covered the murder. On March 14,
ABC reporied the dealh of another as-
semblyman. NBC and CBS were mule.
The other three murders went unreported
by ali three nelworks
There is another tacet 10 television's
coverage of Canwral America, 100: it can
be cailed the Cronkite Faclor For 19 years,
America’s mos! lrusled newsman to!d his
audience, “Thal's the way it is "
The problem 18, much of what you get
on lelevision 18 no! the "way it is."
Gerardo Le Chevallier 1s girector of in-
formation in the of!ice of Salvadoran pres-
ident Jose Napoieon Duarte “The prob-
lem with you American correspondents is
Inat you Iry to put your mind-set over ours
But you can'l. Our government is stower
than yours, it works ditferently. Yet Amer-
ican correapondents expect us 10 operate
inthe same way (hal, say, the White House
operales
“Look—they come in here, they take a
plane from Lebanon or wherever, they get
buiefed st the bar of the EI Camino Real
hotel, and then they get In front of the
camera and—in eflect—say, ‘I'm going to
explain 10 you in the next 30 seconds how
the world goes in E! Salvador.' But what
the public up there sees is in no way a
picture of what's going on in El Salvador.”
NBC correspondent Mike Boeticher, o
lour-year veleran in the region, tends 1o
agree with Le Chevallier. "Being an Amer-
iCan, you can't help bul see things through
American eyes and expec! things to he
up 10 our expectalions, 1o our slandards
Bul they're not
Sometimes, getling such explanations
on the air can be dillicull On June 13,
1984, Salvadoran president Duarte re-
sltuctured his counlry's three security
forces, which had long been tinked with

some ol the worst human-rights abuses
The most dramatic of the changes, ac-
cording lo both U.S. and Salvadoran ol-
licials, was his disbanding ol the $-2. a
100-man unit ot the Treasury Police, which
one high-ranking American diplomat in
San Salvador said had been giving in-
formation on targets to righi-wing death
squads For Duarte, it was a precarious
thing 1o do, given the power of the military
in his country As Gerardo Le Chevallier
says, "That's something | don't think your
press understands—the risks this govern-
ment is taking. I'm not worried about being
kilied by the guerrilias, 80 much as | am
by the guys in my Rotary Clupb

CBS reporied the development on the
night of June 14. From ABC and NBC
ihere was silence. Nol even a five-second
anchor-read “1eii” slory.

Yol the move was undeniably a boid
one, one which would have helped Amer-
icans se@ thal there is change—albeit
somelimes glacial change—in one coun-
try of Centrai America. For anyone nol

Quotations of 150 werds, or approsimately sne-

third of the bady of the article, whichaver io loss, Trisagte Publicsiions, Ine.” Briel sacerpia, sush oo

» d whea panied by o crodid line
reading. 'Reprinied from the pber 18, 1904

—
walching CBS thal night, it was also an [
invisible change S

Henry Cisneios is the mayor of San S
Antonio. He was 8 membaer of the bipar- —
lisan Presidential commission on Ceniral S
Amaerica headed by Henry Kissinger Cis-
ne/0s feels that lelevision news has not
done Lhe job in Qiving us an accuiale
piclure of Central Amaerica

“Peopie ought 10 be aftorded the op-
pontunity 1o conlront the complexity of the
silualion, and not & swirealistic perception
that is the result of either the medium and
its limilations, or its ediling process, o/
its need for visuals.

“One of the things | think we can say
with certainty 10 the American people 13
thal there are no immediate answers lo
the probiems in Cential America There
are no short-term anawers This is not s
docudrama o/ 8 hail-hour silcom al the
end of which everything is going lo be
OK it's not thal way." @8

Researcher-taporier Caroline L Moins aided n
the preparalion ol Ihis aricle
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