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‘I Wanted To Give My Life
To Help Humanity Advance’

By Sally Ann Stewart
Towraal Sialt Writer

When the Central Intelligence
Agency expands its Langley head-
Quartersina few years, leveling part
of a nearby pine grove, it might
change Margaret Scattergood's
view. But it won't change her
outlook.

For 64 of her 87 years, Scattergood
has worked for social reform orgam-
2ations and labor unions whose polit-
ical philosophies oppose the CIA. To-
day, the tiny Quaker woman is just
as staunchly disapproving of her
nearest neighbor and co-tenanl as
she was during her activist days.

Scatterg doesn’t even like
say that she lives next door to the
CIA. She prefers to describe her
home as *at the beginning of George
town Pike.”

“We bought this land in 1933 and
the C1A didn't come out here until
1942,” Scattergood said. 1 don't
want to be connected withthe CTA.™

Scattergood and 3 (riend, Florence
Calvert Thorne, jointly purchased
the McLean property 48 years aga
for $33,000. During the Great Depres-
sion, that wasn't cheap, but Scatter-
good points out that today “"you
couldn’t aven touch this property for
a few hundred thousand dollars.”
The 32.2-acre estate inch three
family-sized houses, a barn, 2 car
riaFe-house-mrned-gluge and a
children’s play house.

Tn 1941, the U.S. governmen.
bought the house from Scatte:
and Congress passed a law aliowing
the two women to live in their home
until the tast one dies, when the prop-
erty will be used by the government.
The C1A moved in next door in 1341
and Thorne died in the late-1950s,
Scattergood said.

Scattergoud an her career in
political and social reform during an
era when maest women were limited
lnlaccepung housewile and mother
roles.

When she graduated from Bryn
Mawrin 1917 at the age of 23, Scatter-
good went to work for the Americaa
Friends Service Committee in Mar-
euil-le-Port, France, helping re-set-
tle wine growers who fled the Ger-
man invasion of World War 1. After

war , the farmers retu
to their destroyed land to rebuild
their vineyards.

“All their homes were gone and
they were living in cellars,” Scatter-
good remembered. “So men in
the American Friends Service Com-
mittee worked to build houses, ar=
we women opened a store where we
sold the French peasants supplies
they needed for below cost. This is
where we s0ld beds and materials for
making bedding and clothing and
other things they needed.™

That was before women in the US.
secured the right to vote but Scatter-
good said she never considered ber-
self 3 women’s liberation ploneer.

“1 never thought about women's
rights and that dido’t influence me,”
she said. **I'm Quaker and I simply

«wanted to give my life in some way to
Belp humanity advance.”

When Scattergood returned to the
U.S. in 1928, she volunleered to work
{or the American Federation of La-
bor in Washington. A year later, she
became an employee of the first la-
bor union’s research staff,

*“The research service for trade
unions enzbled them to know impor-
tant (acts about the ipdustry in which
ﬂla were engaged,” Scattergood
said. “When coilective bargaining
took place, union members could use
those facts to their bargaining ad-
vantage and it meant that the people
who worked had a chance o enjoy
the benefits and that the profits could
be equitably divided.” .

Scattergood’s {ather was a textile
dye manufacturer in Chester, Pa.,

op, {abor unions as {irmly

as his daughter sy them. Bul
thatdidn’t sway herfrom devoting 25
years to the AFL before it merged

. with the Congress of Industrial Orga-

pizations and became the AFL-CIO.
“QOh, my father hated labor unions,
fust hated them,” she said. “But
went to coll sod made my mind
up for myseif. . 3
Scattergood said she realizes that
corruption breeds at the top level of
union management, but belleves

S 7.25 il =t

Margarat Scattergood, seated at center, and triends take a

break from their work in Mareuil, France.

“Union officials certainly are no
different from other human beings.”
Scattergood said. “There's corrup-
tion in the unions just like there's
corruption in government. Even re-
gardless of that, labor unians do rep-
resent a great body of Americans
who, without tabor unions, would
have to accept the conditions their

loyers gave them.”

that union benefits gh the dis-
advantages.

Once, during the eacdly riot- and
strike-ridden years of union organiz-
hf' Scmerlﬁ:od recalled, she was
talking on telephone to a local
union teader who wanted advice on
an upcoming coilective bargainin
sesslon. Scattergood told the local
unlon leader to cooperate as much as
possible with the employer, and then
530“-‘1. officer passed by her office

T f

“I asked the man on the phane to
hold on and I asked the officer, It is
true, isn't it, that we cooperate with
emplo&len?' And he answered, ‘only
when they beatitoutofys.' "

Scatlergood retired from the AFL
In 1952, after 25 years. Since then,
maost of her time has been spent trav-
eling through Europe, continuing 1o
ald the American Friends Service
Committee, and working for a
McLean racial unity organization,
Neighbors for a Better Community.

At 87, Margaret Scattergood isn't
about to give up. She spends four
hours every day with her personal
secretary compiling her memoirs,
and he:
Studying international affairs.

‘I'm particularly interested now in
avoiding World War IIL" Scatter.
ﬁ:od said. “'I think it is possible. I'm

ping to find ways I can help in de-

r afternoons are reserved for |

veloping negotlations between na-
tioqs to replace war. Collective bar-
gaining between nations is really the
oaly thing that makes sense.”
Technicaily, Scattergood’s house
and tand belong (o the Government
Services Administration. A GSA
spakesman said there are o plans to
turn the property over tothe CIA, al-
though the ageney could gain owper-
sh_iﬂ'::«on Scattergood’s death.

CIA is in the early stages of
Eannirgg its future expansion, and

itla Richards, president of the Fair-
fax County Federalion of Citizens
Associations, said three CIA plan.
ners presented prefiminary Plans at
aN ber {ederation 8.
“Her {Scattergood’s) house would
not be affected but there might be 3
visual impact,” Richards said.
*“They showed us arial phutographs,
and the new building is going to be
between the existing building and
Maryaret’s house.”

CIA expansion plans call for a
seven-story, one-million-square-foot
building to be constructed on the
agency's property next door to Scat-
tergood's home of almost $0 years.
CIA spokeswoman Kathy Pherson
said the new building wiil not be visi-
ble from Scattergood's roperty.

“Apparently, there fs nothing In
the plan that would intrude on her
view,” Pherson said. ““But this is all
in the preliminar,
haven't secured the funding for the
projector hired an architect.”

Pherson said the CIA will presenta
formal preliminary plan to the Na.
tional Capital Planning Commission
during the first week of January, al-
ter which Congress will be asked 10
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appropriate the building funds.
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By William Ruberry

Quakers. Scallergead graduated from

Activist Asks, ‘What More Can | Do?’

Speclal to the Journal |

Margaret Scattergood uof McLean
isn't stopping to take bows altar re-
celving Fairfax County's Human
Rights Award.

For one thing, she's far too busy with
her work to pause and reap praise for
her achievements.

From the smali garage-turned-office
at her home, Scattergood launches her
campalign to I)romote what she calls a
“friendly mingling"’ between mem-
bers of the communily.

“She never stops,” says Lilla Rich-
ards, former McLean Civic Associa-
tlon president, noting that Scattergood
no sooner completes one project than
she is pursuing another, continually
asking, “What more can I do?”

Yet even if Scattergood weren't so
busy, she would still shun the acco-

" lades. [

“All 1 want to do is work In a very
modest way,"” she says, quickly men-
tioning others who deserve the award
more than she and dismissing her con-
tribution as that of an “office girl.”

She accepted the award, presented
by the county's Human Rights Com-
mission, on behalf of the Neighhors for
a Better Community, a civie group for
which she is secretary, hccause
“we've done it by working together.”

Reared in a Philadelphia (amily of

Bryn Mawr College in 1917. She jolned

the American Federation of Labor in .

1926 as a researcher. Through her of-
forts, a “factual basis’ for negotia-
tions was created, which she says ena-
hled labor to explain in black-and-
white why higher wages or helter
conditions were necded.

Scattergood moved to McLean in
1933, when land sold for $5 an acre,
with her [riend and AFL collcague
Florence Calvert Thorne, a descend-
ant of the Calverts who established
Maryland as a colony. of religious free-
dom in 1534,

As she points to the Calvert family
crest on the wall of her home, Scalter-
good relates thelr history, as if this
emblem were a source of strength for
her commitment to what she calls
“human values.”

After leaving the labor movement in
1952, Scatlergood became involved lna
variely of community projects, many
through her church, the Langley Hill
Friends Meceling.

Since 1968, she has been active in
Nelghbors for a Better Community,
formed In 1963 “to foster harmony and
cooperation” between local black and
white communities, This longstanding
dedication earned her the award.

The organization sceks to edueate
eitizens about civic problems and
works with them to develop solulions.

Margaret Scattergood

Scattergood and the Neighbors
organization also are concerned ahout
the fate of Odrick's Corner, a black
comniunily that is threatened by a pro-
posed Interchange at Springhill Road
and the Dulles Access Road.

Officials plan a “partial inteesec-
tion,” which Seattergood says will not
bf' Itself prove harinful, Bul she says
Wphway consultauts know from past
experience that a “partial intersec-
tion'* incvitably develops into a “full
interscction,” According to Scaller-
pood, such a development would
“seatter the community,” setting the

Read, Scattergood and (he Neigh

rick's Corner from extinction,

Broadening black participation in
the local communily center also con-
cerns Seattergood, for she helieves
increased interaction betweeu the
races creales a basis for understand-
Ing and cooperation.

Race relations in this country “de-
veloped out of a bad situation,” she
says, but, when whites realize the
black community would enrich the

white community and blacks over- .

come thelr reluctance to work with

whites, the way will be cleared for true

progress.

““This organization has shown how -

splendidly the two groups can work

) ist'agc. for serfous community prob: -
* lems. ) :

Along with the Rev. Rongld Winters .

- at Shiloh Baptist Church on Sprinfghillv.

)Ors

organization are fighting to save 0d-,

together,” she says, pointing to Neigh--

bors’ integrated membership.

Though Scattergood focuses her ef-

forts on local problems, she does not
entively restrict herself to them, One
of her major interests lies in a pro-
gram she labels “education for
responsible citizenship,” which helps
cltizens of developing countries deter-
mine their own futures and the futures
of their nations.

~— Amerlcan NewsService
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