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Gfeoi‘ge,

< o= John was very pleased with the attached and beliovcs it s right on
“the mark. He would like you to di stribute it to the Deputy Directors,
- Executive Director, etc., and advise them that all Agency employees on
the speaking civcuit should draw from this text when respor.ding to
_queries on MKULTRA. I would assume that you viould alse provide it to any

Agency employees coming to you for guidance before going out on the

‘-7 speaking circuit.
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. STATEMENT ON MKULTRA

Because of reports that the Soviet Union may have
developed the capablllty ‘to affect human behavior through the
use of drugs, the Agency initiated a program of research in
this area called MKULTRA which contlnued from 1953 to 1964 .
Much of this :eseerch, which principally involved: the use of
, L%D, was oonducted at wel ~known institutions under the contrel
and d1zec?lon of teqrarcners at, and to the %handaro@ -0f, those
institutions. The research and its results were generally
unclaeSLfled and publlehed in the normal manner Dby such
institutions. Other MKULTRA research was performed 1n-e
guestionable manners: research and tests were conducted on
individuals who were not witting that they were the subjects of
a research program and that they were being given a drug.' This
unwitting testing generally took place in social situations
among friends and acquaintances of the researcher. When
questions were raised within the Agency about this progra@,‘it
was discontinued ané its nature and termination were reported
to our then Congressional overseers. public attention was
later drawn to the progranm in the 1975 Rockefeller.Commission
Report and in the Cchurch Committee hearings in 1977.
safeguards were subsequently promulgated through Presidential
Executive Orders and are strictly adhered to. The current
presidential Executive Order, 12333, prevides guidelines for
the effective conduct of U.S. intelligence activities and the

protection of constitutional rights. It requires that research
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which might be conducted involving humans be subject to Health,
Education and Welfare promulgatéd guidelines and that the

subjects' informed consent be documented in accordance with -

those guidelines, S T
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