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U.S. Directly Involved -t
These concerns, -along with more
.vigorous charges by a number of sena..
tors, were brought the attention of the:.
White House in several meetings last-
.week. But according to Administration]
‘officials, nodecxmonswere made to cur-

ROLE IN'N CARAGUA

:LEGALITY CALLED N DOUBT

‘Misgivings on Covert A'ctio’ns g

Are Reportedly Expressed
Cat Whlte House Talks-

ByLESIJEH’.GELB .
" Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, April e—my:-rankp
ing State Department officials raised
questions in White House meetings last
week about the legality of United States
involvement in covert military opera.
_tions against Nicaragua, accnrding to
Reagan Admiristration officials. -

By law, the Administration is ban-ed<
from taking any actions *‘for the pur-
pose of overt.hromng the Govemment
of Nicaragua.”

" The questions were raxsed by pohcy
makers and legal experts high in thede-
partment hierarchy. Their point was
said be that, contrary to law and to
agreed Administration policy, guerrilla-
actions in Nicaragua supported by the
‘Central Intelligence Agency and the.
*United States military had gone beyond
Letforts to block supplies from Nicara-
" gua to Salvadoran insurgents and could”
be seen as intended to overthrow the.
SandxmstGovumeutmNimgua% o

i el

. 3

— o~

.tautheoperanons. -

- The concern in the State Departmeut
seemstohavebeenpmvokedbyrepom

-about covert operations in Nicaragua.

‘and, several key senators
[ warnings by " | ingto theofticials, is the attempt to ¢on-

:over possible violations of the law. -

*.One- senior official said the danger

t . the - operations might take: on
"larger proportions?’ should have been
foreseen but'was not. Another said that-
the- spillover effect was understood at

‘the- outset, at least by some officials,

and that they had suggested that the Ad-
ministration oppose- legislation that

-<] ‘would bar etforts to overthrow the San-
"] dinist. Government. -This suggestion.

was- rejected .because it would ‘have |
beentoocantrmal’theotﬂcmlsaxd
U.s. lnvolvemem(:onﬂrmod

Accordmg to the offictal, this in erfect
put the United States in the position of-

" protecting the Sandinist Government it

‘operations were restrained, or possibly
"vioiating the law as operatlms lnevxta-

blyexpanded..
“The officials conﬁrmed a report last

week - that the” Central Intelligence |

‘Agency and- the American military
were dimctly -involved in plamming, |
anmng and ;i advising paramilitary |
forces based: in. Honduras and were
providing themn with intelligence data,

- They said that the State Department ||
‘officials had not argued that the C.I.A.

and the American military were delib- |:
erately acting contrary to policy. Rath.
er, they suggested that in carrying cut
the policy at this stage, it was almost
impossible not to cross the bounds of
:} Jegality from the interdiction of-arms
supplies. to: the desmhmzation ofa the
Nicaraguan Government.. - .
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The policy approved by the Bresi.
dent, the officials said, was to block’
supplies from Nicaragua to the Salva-
doran guerrillas, to attack Cubansand
the Cuban. “infrastructure’ in Nicira..
- gua and in general to increase the cpsts
‘to Nicaragua of backing the i insurgency
‘in El Salvador.. Earlier this year, the
_State Department endorsed a decision
" to stepupthe mterdxction, theoﬂxcials
saxd. -
~” Another oompueating faetor accurd-
trol the operations of thecontras, asthe
,anti-Sandinist guerrillas' call them-
‘selves. “The contras’ aims and actions
maymtbethesameasmrs,”mgey
Administration official said. .

C.LA. Officials Concerped 2

The prohibition ‘against ef!ortse-to
overthrow the Nicaraguan Governmént
is laid out in an amendment to a cateh.
all appropriations bill approved by Cén.
gress last’ December. “Nore of-the
funds provided in this act,” it says,
| “may be used by the Central InteHi.
-] gence Agency or the Department of De-
.fense to furnish military equipmest,
"military training or advice, or other
“support for military activities, to any
group or- individual, not part of :the
country’s armed fom, for the purpose
of overthrowing the Government -of
| Nicaragua or provoking a military, ek
change between Nimragu.a and Hop.
duras.”” : SO VR

AnumberotCLA.ofﬂcxalsmal&o
said to have expressed concern that:the
| covert operations might have gone be-
- yond the limitations stated in Prwdeu-
. tial documents and in mtelhg&nce brief-
i ings to Congressional committees: By

law, the President is required to notify
House and Senate Intelligence Comunzit-

: tees of covert actions, .~ . e
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