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Afghanistan: Potential for Soviet Airfield Construction

The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan clearly has grave
strategic implications for the area and gives Moscow a potential
base from which to further threaten Iran and Pakistan.
Nonetheless, Soviet military activities in Afghanistan are
currently aimed against the insurgency. 1In particular, the
apparent intent of Soviet airfield improvements there, as

| is to increase the number of

helicopters in Afghanistan and to expand the maintenance
capabilities of Soviet air units engaged in operations against
the insurgents. A key indicator of a shift in Soviet focus would
be if Moscow began constructing an airfield in southwestern
Afghanistan significantly closer to the Persian Gulf than
existing bases.

A new Soviet airfield in southwestern Afghanistan would
increase Soviet tactical air coverage of southeastern Iran, but
we judge that it would give the Soviets few advantages in
attacking targets in the Persian Gulf, the Strait of Hormuz, or
on the Arabian Peninsula. Of Soviet tactical aircraft, only the
SU-24 Fencer tactical bomber would be within effective
operational range of the Strait of Hormuz from an airfield built
in southwestern Afghanistan. Assuming realistic combat mission
profiles that anticipate possible US or Persian Gulf opposition,
MIG-27 and SU-17 fighter-bombers would be unable to reach targets
in the Persian Gulf from a new airfield and MIG-23 fighters would
be operating at the limits of their effective range. Soviet
medium bombers--including Backfire and Badger--would not require
airbases in Afghanistan to be within range of the Persian Gulf,
but could be based in the USSR.

Building a major airbase in southwestern Afghanistan would
be costly, time-consuming, and confront nearly insurmountable
logistical difficulties. 1Imagery indicates that the construction
of new airbases in the USSR that are capable of sustaining
tactical air operations requires a minimum of three years.
Moreover, Soviet airbases are typically located along major lines
of communication, usually including rail lines. There is
virtually no logistical infrastructure in southwestern
Afghanistan to support building a new airbase. The Soviets would
need to build a road capable of supporting sustained traffic by
heavy vehicles and equipment in order to transport the necessary
building materials, particularly the large concrete slabs used
for constructing runways. The distance from the existing main
road connecting the cities of Qandahar and Farah with the USSR to
the southwestern corner of Afghanistan is over 100 miles.
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| Temporary 25%1
combat operations from an improvised airfield in southwestern
Afghanistan would also require logistics support probably beyond
the capabilities of the existing primitive road network in the
area. | | 25X1

The Afghan insurgents would likely be able to harass but not
prevent the construction and operation of an airfield in
southwestern Afghanistan. The Soviets would need to assign at

lea§t.a ground force regiment to the area to suppress insurgent —
activity.
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Effective Combat Radii of Selected Soviet Tactical Aircraft

MIG-23 fighter 800 km., optimm mission profile
. 400 km., probable mission profile
SU-17 fighter-bomber 600 km., optimum mission profile
300 km., probable mission profile
oo SU-24 tactical bomber 700-800 km., probable mission profile

hadan N
.

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/10 : CIA-RDP85T00287R005700090002-6

y



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/10 : CIA-RDP85T00287R000700090002-6

. "::L_/J ﬂ,./'"/;f"/“ K N PN
Romania S NG N $
BUCHAREST e I v /
oy e RS
JEV o N ¢ 4
. ~ - —
SOFIA j,- ~. N N
) Buaeris Biack Sea N \1; Y U.S.S.R.
. . .
- T ,\\_ \ Makharadze \ Caspian \ >
R < N ~ ’
M . \\ Sea Nor 0
| ANKARA &~ “Kirovabad - L -
\ w \
. Tur ey "/ﬁ\?’?“‘ (‘ \:_‘\1 Kizyl-Arvat -
» S
§ \
b
n\,/\ )
g < )
~IEOSA -
oy H ¥ Afghanistan
Mediterranean Sea . ’l .
BEIRUT, ] H Shindand
Lebanon "1 QDAMASi:uS
] |
-~ - 1
N Israel |
- srael | .ﬁ)f"m" “ |~ C lt.‘4<r
D R LT Goriek—
‘ "Jorgan\ \ / Mot Lkely
AN Pakistan sife of
N 7
// \ N b00 v New afld.
\ / N, -, i ~ O,
N Y \ -3
o AN R T I N ~ 4.,
\ S s Persian \ \ 5T =800 kM.
N S, PN P " /.
\ - 7 4N
\ S JQ_O_KM,_____—” g q Banrain OMmAn— s nC
. Red '?“\ ¢ /DONA < "{"Pﬂ
! ¢ Qatar ABU DHAB‘I‘ '4’/ Gulf of Oman
/ Sea RIYADH M e e a” N
. . c_.\—— [ - \\,\\
% N ) . U.AE. oman ™\
S y s L \ Saudi Arabia )
M; - [ e AN i 0 Ricmeters 800 25%1
N o ~

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/10 : CIA-RDP85T00287R000700090002-6



