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Every President since FDR has authorized assistance to peaople resi;ting '

oppressive foreign governments where deemed to be threatened.

Today, there exists a 3ust1f1cat1on for this kind of activity over and

above our conv1ct10ns and concerns about human rlghts and individual freedom.

Our national security is threatened by aggress1ve tactics be1ng emp]oyed by

the Soviet Union, its allies and proxies, to overthrow the governments of

small friendly countries and convert them into actual or potentlal hostile

bases. Some combination of Soviet, Cuban, Vietnamese and Libyan aggress1on

against small countries has over recent years, placed Soviet power on China's :

southern flank and created actual or potential bases 500 miles closer to the
1 of the W]ddle Fast and created bases within striking distance of major

choke points in the sea lanes of the world and on our doorstep in Central Amer1ca

, endﬂthe Caribbean.

The Soviets or their proxies gain these positions by the use. of propaganda,
subversion and terror1sm to destabilize governmentS' the training and organization
of insurgents, the rapid supply of weapons and the prov1s1on of d1rect1on 1n‘

the ose of sophisticated tactics, command, control and commun1cat1ons capab111t1es.
. Y ’
When radical governments came to power the “Soviets dlrectly or: through their
surrogates help:establlsh an 1nterna1-secur1ty structure to ensure fhat any

challenge from w1th1n can be stamped out. sometimes this worked, ‘as in

Ethiopia and Angola, and sometimes there was not’ enough time, as in Jamaica.
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Th1s strategy has worked to consolidate power in all of Indo- Chlna
establish new radical regimes in Ethiopia, Angola and N1caragua, 9?}" .-
possession of Afghan1stan, a Russian goal for over a century, estaﬁ&ish
Cuban control of Grenada, a strategic 1s]and in the Carlbbean. It is
presently establishing and supporting an act1ve insurgency in El Salvador
against an elected government, supporting revolutlonary v101ence 1n Honduras
and Guatemala, putting pro-lestern regimes under s1ege in Chad and the Sudan,

and, in a variety of ways, threaten1ng them e]sewhere.

In Afghanistan, Kampuchea, Angola, Ethiopia and'Nicaragua radical
‘governments. imposed or supported by some combination of Soviet, Vletnamese
Libyan, Cuban or Nicaraguan power find themse]ves facing the organi: ed

resistance of people unwilling to accept permanent loss. of their r1qhts and

heritage. This resistance is usually assisted by the.people and governments
of neighboring countries which consider themselves threatened by'tne same
kind of aggressive force which they witnessed take over a once fr1end]y

ne1ghbor.

What is a nat1on to do if a country finds lts national security first
threatened and then d1m1nlshed as it witnesses hostile nations forcibly
establish and aggr9551ve]y advance its power and influence in nearby countrles?

It can try to reduce and abate the danger by diplomacy, economic asswstance

and similar means. If that fails, it becomes necessary t; take more u]tlmate]y
forc1b]e measures to protect the national interest. At that point, a national
Teader will look for alternatives .between send1ng a diplomatic note and sending

in the Marines.
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The United States has traditionally been ready to provide friendly
governments with arms to defend themselves against external aggressf@p or..
-externally supported aggression with intg]]fgence, communicatioﬁs, fFainihg
and mobility to keep up with~thg:hftfand—run taétics used>by externally
supported insurgent forces. We can»fntroduce an element of stability into
the Third World by helping small countries déve]op those skills and capabilities,’v
and we can do this for a fractioﬁ of our foreign aid budget. After all, o
governments cannot achieve the economic and social objectives of our foreign
aid until they're ab]e to control and combat internal dISruptlon. Socia]

progress does not come in the m1ddle of civil war.

Today, our national security interests and the tranquility of countries

in our immediate neighborhood is being threatened from Cuba and Nicaragua.

Those countries have for some years been covertly sending weapons and trained
. men into E1 Salvador and Honduras to overthrow elected governments, as well

as into Guatemala and Costa Rica.

It is not in our 1nterest to he]p offset this by working to he]p those
who seek to push aggressor and host11e governments to a more peaceful course.
It will certa1n1y send an ominous signal 1f the Congress shou]d act to cut
. off support for this kind of activity which it hasAauthorjzed and funded
and thereby gives a free hand to Cuba énd Nicaragua to pour into ETiquvador
" whatever is needéd to overthroﬁ an e]ected government while protecting the
immediate aggressorvfrom'the_oppositioh,of its own people to that course.
The result may be that the only way to avoid or counter a Communist base

in Central America will be to involve our own troops.

| 4
- . SECRET :
Approved For Release 2007/12/19 : CIA-RDP85M00364R002204280120-4




