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*beér Mr. Chairman: e

. - Consultations between the Department of State and your
subcommittee in recent weeks have demonstrated that there

_exists broad agreement on the seriousness of the situation in

] merica and on the need for us to maintain a
gﬁ?;ii%éﬁsiv:’security, political and ec?nomic strategy to
address this situation. These consultations have focussgd on -
four specific areas of concern to both of us. I would like to
set out our views on these concerns and the nature of the
prograns and policies we have implemented, ox wll}_be
implementing, in each of those areas. _

You have raised the issue of prison con@itionsvand your
view that all prisons and detention-cegters 1n’El §alvador.
should be subject to inspection by an independant international
organization such as the International Committee of the Red -
Cross - (ICRC). We share your concerns and have been WOFklng
with the Government of El Salvador and the ICRC to achieve

precisely this objective. Over the past year the number of

3 isi risons has steadily increased and I am informed
Eﬁgg ;;2;§§e§: ﬁagana has now ‘ordered that thg ICRC bg given
unrestricted access to all p;isons and detention centers. This
js’a positive development which syou}d go a }ong Hay'toyard
meeting our shared concerns on this 1lssue.

You have also expressed an intgfest iq the stgtu§.9f .
pohitical prisoners iIn El Salvaddr. ~Therxe are §ppr9x1m§tely o |
800 prisoners in El Salvador who-are,?elng de?aingd un@er - Y
Delcree 507, the state of siege authority. Wnile in prison o
these detainees have been generally well-treated, but they have

) not been formally charged with a crime. ' The prisoners’

in; under this decree range from those accused vaguely -
:2c323;22§:af0r the guerrillas” to those act?ally’impllcated in
terrorist acts. President Magana has recggnlzed the uneven
effects of Decree 507 and has begun a review process with the.
intent of releasing those accused of less severe offenses.-
AbHout 30 political prisoners have been released to date, with a
larger number expected to be released in theAnear)fu§ure.
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