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To Bolster Pollcy _:»

In Southem Africa

1 i . By Reed. Kramer
AtrlcaNmService P

. With negotiations . for. Nazmbnan

.,mdependence - from : South: - Africa’

.. stalled. ,over. “the. issue -of . Cuban

o t:oops mAngola, the Reagan. admin-.

.istration has undertaken a series of
‘lngh-level diplomatic contacts- de-

. signed to salvage 1ts southem Afnca~

pohcy e .
- 'The contacts- mclude an unpub-
hclzed visit -ta ‘Africa in September -
‘+by Central Intelligence Agency: Di--
. rector William: Casey; ‘Assistant Sec-
-retary - of State- Chester-. Crocker’s
', trip to Paris and London last month;

.a coming African tour by Vice Pres~ .

ident George: Bush and. a. meeting-

. between Secretary of State George

" C. Shultz and South African Foreign
Mlmster Pik Botha later this month.
; The ‘trips by senior officials are

L desxgned to win suppport for US;"
- 1 policy by offering both political and .

4

o/
'\
1

", economic - inducements. The vice
- president’s

good-will journey . to-

» seven African natxons, focusing on

economic issues, is the flip. side of

! Casey’s secunty-onented ‘consulta- -

tions, while.- Crocker’s * European

talks centered on- breakmg t.he Na~
mibian deadlock.. :

- {'According to State’ Department

. officials, Foreign Minister Botha and -

Shultz will be dxscussmg both ‘Na-+

mibia and bilateral issues when theyg

meet in' Washington this month.< .. -

' Administration strategists beheve,

that visible progress toward ending

the. impasse - ‘over Namxb:a, also

known as South-West Africa, is nec-:

essary to protect U.S. interests in the ;

" region and to blunt rising criticism .

from both conservative Repubhcans
and foreign governments: :
" £ “There’s 'stirring on the left and
tlmng on the right,” said one State
- Department official. “The Europeans .
" are saying, ‘If you guys hadn’t inter- .
_posed the. Cuban issue, :Namibian .
: mdependence would move forward.’

And our own right wing believes that ' |

. we haven’t taken UNITA mto ac-:
count-” ’ B ERRR £ T '€
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The future. of UNITA, the-] pro‘c
Westem guerrilla movement fighting §
; the Angolan government, was-raised :|
"in a secret letter last month to.Na-]
" tional Security: Adviser:- Wlllmm
.\ Clark by members of the conserva- -
" tive Republican Steering Committee.
. Signed by a dozen senators from the
. 30-member group that is chaired by °
: North Carolina’s Jesse Helms, the
. letter expressed concern about the
.impact on UNITA if the United
..+ States reaches agreement with An--
'gola Marxist leaders and normal :
© - izes relations.s
.A committee alde saxd the sena- -
"tors’ fears were reinforced during a

SEBE B B b e e

, visit to Washington last week by for- .

‘mer white Rhodesxan leader Ian=
'Srmth. B

-“He is pretty negatxve about the.'-

4

..way things worked out [in Zimba-
* 'bwe, formerly Rhodesia), and that’s :
“having an impact on people’s percep-
‘tions of how carefully negotlated a
:: Namibian sectlement has to be,” the.:‘
o alde said. :
.+ ‘He said the group also faults acl- "
-, ministration spokesmen, partxcularly:
-Crocker, for “over-optimistic” state-‘
, ments on the progress of the. talks. ’ .
'+ “The senators are asking, ‘Why at- -

2 i"_-"

* 'tach the. president’s ‘prestige -to-a -

"> negotiating process that seems to be
‘doomed?” ” he said. L

. The concern of Westem alhes was
publlcly expressed earlier this month *
..by French Foreign Minister Claude .
. .Cheysson, who said his government’s :
“iopposition to linking a-Namibian

-+ 'settlement and Cuban withdrawal
: \from Angola is shared by West Ger- -

“'many and . Canada. - The three na-.

- tlons along with Britain . and the.

United States make up the Contact

' Group, which has spearheaded in-

dependence negotxatxons for the past -

SIX Years, ... . ... 7.

1,1.-...6%
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Among Afncan leade:s there is

susptcnon that the United States is }
- abetting South. Africa’s foot- drag- *}
.ging. Shehu . Shagari, president. of -.
“oil-rich ngena, recently warned that

he will join “front.line”. states in
_southern Africa to mcrease pmsure
on Washington. © ~ >~

““We believe a Namlblan set.tle-.
“ment should’ be" taking: place now,”
"dgreed Tanzanian Foreign- Minister -
*Salim Salim; 'after ‘a’ meetmg last |
" fionth: w1th Secretary of~ Stateoh

Shultz, -~ Fomea T

ST | don’t undemtand why pmblems, '

.between the. United States-of Amer-
.ica-and Angola-should be: causing’
‘this delay,” said Mozambican For--

eign Minister Joaquim Chissano ina’.

telephone interview “after his talks

with Shultz. “The United States has

" told ‘us the two- issues are - not-
_ linked.” - .
. But whxle carefully avo:dmg for- :
mal linkage, the administration con-
tinues to insist on a Cuban pullout
as part of a Namibian settlement. In
a confidential letter sent in. August
‘to - Tanzanian - President - Juhus
. Nyerere, chairman of the-“front-line”;

.._states, Reagan‘said that to set a Na-*

"mibian. independence plan into mo--

tion, “we . will need a- crednble An-
golan commitment for a - parallel;‘.;;
framework of Cuban withdrawal.”.

. Citing continuing exchanges thh
‘the.’.Angolans and .the . Contact .
- Group, and Bush’s. visit to- ngena,
~ Zambia. and Zimbabwe, a .senior
State : Department official told res:
porters yesterday that talk of a stale:
mate in the Namibia negotnatxons ~1s

. “grossly inaccurate.” : .
- Crocker and other Reagan adws-
_ers say a resolution of both the Na--
‘mibia independence: issue ‘and the;
Cuban troop pullout i i necessary to:
achieve reglonal stability, and they
" see -stability as .the most effective;.
bamer to expandmg Sov:et mﬂu-
ence, . e

.m«w t~. .

- South Africa that it will not recog-
- nize the Angolan government until

~ Minister Paulo Jorge on Oct. 5—the -

Although the CIA refuses to com-’
ment on Casey’s trip, U.S. sources’
say he consulted intelligence chiefs
- of key African countries such as Ni-’
geria, Zaire, Zambla and Mozam 4
- bique. - - -
- In. South Afnca, he reportedly :
“met ‘'with' Prime ~Minister. P.W.
Botha, and . Foreign - Minister_. Plkj..
- Botha-ag well as Defense* Minister-
Magnus Malan and top mxhtary of-
ficers. -~ -, '
Dunng those talks, South Afnca
" urged. that the “current’ negotiations !
be broadened to encompass the issue -
of infiltration. across its borders by '
the African National® Congress,
outlawed orgamzatmn ‘that. enjoys.-
wide support among blacks. In ex:
change for a ban on an  ANC:guer:"
-rilla presence in surrounding coun-:
tries—including Angola, where the .|
 movement has- unportant trammg,,
facilities—~South . Africa - hinted . it. -
would curb its own. military “actions.
against nelghbonng states, -US:»
sources said. . .- -

American ofﬁclals are treatmg the
ANC.question warlly, saying pnvate‘
ly that while there is sympathy’in.:
Washington for South Africa’s secu-
rity problems,. the . United Statm
cannot afford to ‘toucl.” the.issue at
this critical ‘point in the Namibia
talks Instead, Washington is ad-
dressing Pretoria’s concerns by:im--
proving bilateral relations. It is Te--
- laxing: ‘restrictions. on \exports - to*
South ‘African govemment entmea
- including the military and police. : ;

The: United States: Jhas. reassured

.-Cuban troops leave. In eight meet-
_ings with Angolan officials—the
“most recent. between” Secretary -of
".State Shultz and Angolan . Foreign

 United States has pressed for the
" phased withdrawal of the estlmated
.15 000 t0.20, 000 Cubam s
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