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28 October 1983

NATIONAL HISTORICAL INTELLIGENCE MUSEUM RESOLUTION

Mr. Chairman:
1 want to thank you for this opportunity to give you my;views on
the Senate Resolution to support the establishment of a Natiéna] Histofical
Intelligence Museum. I am truly moved by this resolution's recognition
of those Americans who have worked and sacrificed, from the first days of
our Republic, to give our government the inte}]igence it has neededito
prevail in war and to remain secure in peace; o
- CIA is a young organizatibn, going back only to 1947, and it$ WOrld-.
War II ﬁrogenitor, 0SS, goes back only another six years to 1941. But
: Amgrican intelligence did not begin with 0SS or CIA.>'AS'the resolution
noteS, General Geofge Washington organized and relied upon a variety of
S inte}]igence'activities in leading the 13 American colonies in the long

war for our independence, whose happy ending 200 years ago we celebrate .

this year. As=you~know, I have Tong had~a~strong-personal “interest in the-

“fﬂﬁﬁgagjgg%%%%é%§déf“ﬂmeriCan intelligence, and several yea}s ago I wrote a book on
the American-ReVOTution thaf paid speciai attention to the work of American
lntelllgence serv1ces in ‘that war.~«u_;_; o .b . w'~~*;”

I am grateful that all of you on this Committee have Jo1ned your |

Chairman in sponsoring this resolution to establish a museum that will

?commemorate the contributfons of thousands of men and women to American

inte]ligence since 1775. It is importantfthat the American public recog-

~ nize and understand the importance of intelligence, and for this the

‘ pub11c needs information and educat1on about the role of 1ntelllgence in-
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our nation's history. And as this resolution suggests,‘pne highly
important way of educating and informing the phblic is to establish a
national museum where "intelligence objects of historical interest”
can be co]lected, preserved and exhibited to the public. |

In inviting me to testify today, Mr. Chairman, you and your Vice
Chairman asked for my thoughts not only on the importance of having such -
a museum -- wh1ch I have just shared with you -- but a]so on what mxght
be included 1n jt, and on how I think that such a project mlght be carrzed
forward. S1nee the quest1on of what such a museum should contain depends
to a considerable degree on how it is set up, I might first comment ontthe E N
klnd of 1nst1tut10n that I believe is envisioned. |

At the outset I can say that I am glad that the movement to establish a
MNational Hxstorlcal Intelligence Museum is a prlyate initiative. T think
its advocates are right in wanting to create a public -- but notvgevefnmenta1'—¥
museum. ‘I agree with those who hold that it would probably not be appro-
priate for CIA, the Intelligence Community as a whole, or the Federa] Govern—.v
ment to fund or administer such a museum.: Such a museum should be entxre]y
free of the constraints of nat1ona] secur1ty c]ass1f1cat1on that is, a]]

of its holdings should be freely accessible to the public. It should also

be independent in managing its own affairs, especially in deciding what it

w1=hed to exh1b1t For these reasons it should not be an appendage or adjunct
to CIA or other organ1zat10ns in the Inte]]1gence Communlty. Indeed, for

such a museum to depend upon 1nte1]1gence agencies for funds, exhibits and

“direction might encourage the publlc to be11eve that it was merely a govern- o

ment public relations operat1on. Thus, 1 find myself in sympathy w1th the

proponents of this museum who believe that the general pub11c interest, the

Approved For Release 2008/01/04 : CIA-RDP85M00363R001002120010-9



Approved For Release 2008/01/04 : C_IA-RDPé5MOO363ROO1002120010-9

functional requirements of intelligence work, and the benefits:of free-
dom from official constraints, all argue for an independent museum.

Haying said all this, I can immediately add that CIA, and I am sure other

'c0mponénts of the Intelligence Community as well, will be glad to support

.\‘-

and cooperate with a National Hfstorica] Intelligente Museum in every
legitimate way we can. '

_ This‘brings me to the guestion of what should be included in such a
museum. Here I should focus principally on what might be expected to 'come
from CIA and the Intelligence Community. Here I hust say frank]y that

what CIA can contr1bute will .almost certaln]y be quite 11m1ted. This is - .

~f1rst because we do not have many objects or artifacts that could be

- exhibited in a museum: we mainly produce paper, and the release to the

public of some of our records is, I think, a sebarate jssue. Beyond this,

our need to protect our sources and methods means that we must keep much

- of our material secret for very considerable lengths of time, sometimes

]ong'aftef the actual substance of a report may be general knowledge.

Within these constraints, however,'there are some thihgs that ve could offer

tb such an historical museum. He have, for example, been able to release

U-2 photography to the John F. Kennedy L1brary for its documentat1on of
the Cuban Missile Cr1s1s. We have also given the Smithsonian Institution
related U-2 material for exhibits there. We have shared with the public
the results 6f applying advanced photo interpretation teéhniques to World

War II aerial photography, by releasing detailed’analysisfof Nazi death B

‘camps and evidence of the Soviet massacre at Katyn. While I am confident

that wé can continue to release this kind of intelligence material from
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time to time, I would not want to mislead anyone into expecting us to

be a major source of exhibits for this projected historical intelligence

museum.

In conclusion I am grateful for the opportunity to testify before
you today, and for the support all of you have shpwn by joining your

Chairman in co-sponsoring this important resclution.




