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JORGE CASTANEDA AT SREs JANUARY 13 AT 1230. CODEL BAKER
SOUGHT TO ASCERTAIN THE ROLE THAT MEXICO wOULD PLAY IN
THE CENTKAL AMERICA AREA, CASTANEDA STRESSED ThE

" SIMILARITY OF UeSe AND MEXICO UBJECTIVES AND THE
DIFFERING PERSPECTIVES ON .THE NATURE OF THE PROBLEMS

AND VACTICS FUR SOLVING THEM, AFTER THE DISCUSSION OF
CENTKAL AMERICAs SENATOR SIMPSON TOUCHED ON 1IMMIGRATION
PROBLEMS AND ASKED CASTANEDA FOR HIS VIEWS, THE FOREIGN
.SECRETARV wAS‘NONCOMMITIALo END SUMMARY,

B oy

Zaa.‘ PRELIMINARY DBSERVATIONS, PARTICIPATING IN THE .

. MEETING wlTH CASTANEDA WERE SENATORS BAKERs LAXALTt”
ASENCIU AND SEVERAL STAFF AIDESe AS AN INTRODUCTION»
SENATUR BAKER BRIEFLY DESCKIBED THE CODEL VISIT TO THE
SOUTHERN CONE STATESe WHERE OFFICIALS HAD REPEATEOLY '
STRESSED THE 1MPORTANCE OF MEXICO IN CENTRAL AMERICAN
AFFAlKSe FHE ASKED CASTANEDAy "wWHAT ROLE CAN QR ShUULD
MEXICO PLAY?® AFTER INSISTING THAT HE COULD MERELY = : ' : 4
REITERATE THE VIEWS EXPRESSED EARLIER 8Y LOPEZ=PORTILLO» Co 4
.jCASTAhEDA neleso: ' :

AT e P e R AR et 5 PP T w3

ton 2156 Weihy

cemcemanmeMEXICO AND THE UoSe HAVE THE SAME OBJECTIVES IN :
wrcaremee=CENTRAL AMERICA (IoEe THE ATTAINKENT OF PEACEFULY 4
DesememessDEMOCRATIC SOLUTIONS)E ' N :
| woceswesscsTHE REAL PROBLEMS IN CENTRAL AMERICA HAVE LITTLE : | i
.o-c--a----to DO WITH CONFLICTS BETWEEN THE UoSe AND USSR} L . ‘

--wua—----MEXICD 1S KEENLY AwWARE UF CENTRAL AMERICA’S . ‘ ' !
crenmnnceeH]STORIC PRUBLEMS OF MALDISTRIBUTION UF wWEALTH
.--.----:-—AND POWERS :

assmwwnmeeeTHE EXPERIENCES OF THE MEXICAN REVOLUTIGN &

! eeesmwecess]NFLUENCE MEXICO®S VIEWS AND APPRECIATION OF »g
 ewesseweessTHE 1SSUESS AND. %
wrnemexmeceeTHE SITUATION IN CENTRAL AMERICA NOW IS SIMILAR ;
coserscasetd THAT OF MEXICO IN 1910, , g
SENATOR BAK'ER UBSERVED THAT IN 1910 CUBA HAD NUT INTERVENED ?
IN TRE MEX1ICAN REVOLUTION, .CASTANEDA RESPONDED THAT -IT :
wWAS TRUE THAT MEXICO HAD BEEN ABLE TU HAVE A NUN=COMMUNIST i
REVOLUTION BECAUSE 1T WAS PRE=CUMMUNISTy BUT THAT ThIS i
D10 NUYT CHANGE THE BASIC SIMILARITY OF INTOLERABLE SITUuA= g
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TIONS IN ®WHICH A FE®w FAMILIES AIDED BY AN OPPRESSIVE
'ARMY UPPOSED A POPULAR STRUGGLE,

4¢ CUbA, SENATOR BAKER EXPRESSED THE FEAR THAT THE USSR
ASSISTED BY CUBA WOULD INSTALL MILITARY OICTATOURSHIFPS
MORE REPRESSIVE THAN ANY PREVIOUSLY KNOWN IN CENTRAL
AMERICA, DISAGREEING WITH THIS INTERPRETATIONs CASTANEDA
SAID THAT THE USSR COULD NOT AFFORD TO REPEAT ITS UNKAPPY
_EXPERIENCE ®ITH CUBAp AND THAT THE SOVIET UNION WANTED A
NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS BETWEEN THE UeSo AND CUBA, HE
ADDED THAT CASTRO HIMSELF wANTS THIS NORMALIZATION,

. BAKE® ASKED WHETHER SUCH A RAPPROCHEMENT wOULD LEAD YO
THE REMOVAL OF CUBAN TROOPS FROM ETHIOPJA UR ANGOLA,
CASTANEDA REPLIED THAT .IT MIGHTs BECAUSE CASTRO REALIZES
THAT HE wlLL PKOUBABLY HAVE TQ PAY A HIGH PRICE FOR ‘
NORMALIZATION, WHEN ASKED 1F THIS #WOULD ALSO INCLUDE A
REDUCTIUN OF CUBAN INFLUENCE IN EL SALVADOR AND NICARAGUAs
CASTANEDA UKRGED THE UesSe TO PUT PRESSURE ON THE CUBANS BY
OFFERING TU NEGUTIATE WITH THEM, ACCORDING TO CASTANEDAS
CASTHU. IN RETURN WANTS A LIFTING OF THE EMBARGUs AN END
YO SANCTIONSs AN OVERALL NORMALIZATION OF RELATIUNSs AND
ULTIMATELY THE RETUPN OF GUANTANAMO BAY, .

"5, NICARAGUA AND EL SALVADOR, SENATOR -HOLLINGS"ASKED
IF CASTANEDA WERE NOT WORRIED BY CUBAN ACTIVITIES 1IN
NICAKAGUA AND EL SALVADOR., CASTANEDA COUNTERED BY SAYING

© . THAY wHILE THE CUBANS MIGHT BE ASSISTING THE RESELSs THE

REAL ISSUE WAS NOY ONE OF MILITARY VICTORY BUT OF POLITI=
EXD1S .

CAL AGREEMENT, HE RHETORICALLY ASKED WHETHER THE COMING
ELECTIUNS IN EL SALVADOR ®WCULD HAVE ANY POLITICAL MEANING
WITHOUT A PRIOR POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, IN THE CASE OF .
N1CAKAGUA HE SAID THAT wHILE FREE ELECTJIONS wERE DEFINITELY
NEEDED AFTER THE REVOLUTIONs NICARAGUA wAS NOT A LOST
CAUSES HE ADDED THAY IF THE UeSe REPEATED 1T$ PREVIOUS
EXPERIENCE w]ITH CUBAy HUOWEVERy ALL WOULD BE LOST., HE
CONCLUDED THAT THE U¢Se CUULD SALVAGE NICARAGUA EUT THAT

1T wWOULD REQUIRE ASSISTANCE AND BARGAINING (EoeGe THE UoS,
CSHOULD SUGGEST THAT NICARAGUA REDUCE THE NUMBER OF CUBAN
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 TEACHERS IN THE COUNTRY BY 1000)o SENATOR HULLINGS URGED
MEXICO TO PLAY A LEADERSHIP ROLE IN NICARAGUA AND NOT TO
S]T ON THE SIDELINES, CASTANEDA AGREED THAT MORE couLo
BE DONE wWITH BETTER COORDINATIUN BETWEEN THE UeS. AND
MEXICODo wHAT wAS REALLY NEEDEDs HE SAIDs WERE DIRECTY
DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN THE MAIN PROTAGONISTSoe NAMELY THE UeSe
AND CUBA AND THE UeSe AND NICARAGUA = EACH OF WHOM HAS

. DISTINCY INTERESTSo CASTANEDA REGRETTED THAT THE RECENT

.TALKS BET®WEEN THE UeSs AND NICARAGUA AT ST, LUCIA HAD GONE

" 'BADLY AND BLAMED THE NICARAGUANS FOR HANDLING MATTERS .

'svupxouv AND NUT FDLLO!ING MEXICAN ADVICEs -

6.~.1muxsnavxuy. AFTER NOTING THAT so-eo OF ILLEGAL
“ALIENS IN THE UeS, WERE MEXICAN, SENATOR SIMPSON SAID
THAT DOMESTIC POLITICAL PRESSURES MADE SOME FORM OF
 IMMIGRATION LEGISLATION INEVITABLE, HE ASKED CASTANEDA
" FOR SUGGESTIOUNS ON HOW THE UeSe COULD TIGHTEN iTs
" IMMIGRATIUN POLICIES wWITHOUT BEING HARMFUL TO MEXICOe
 ASIDE FRUM REFERRING TO MEXICAN PRESS DISTORTIUNS oF THE ;
 SILVA .PROGRAM TERMINATIONs CASTANEDA GAVE NO RESPONSE, ~ . . :
“'WME .SAID THAT SENATOR SIMPSON WOULD HAVE AMPLE OPPORTUNITY R C ;
\10.01§;uss THE 1SSUE WITH THE MINISTER OF. LABUR, GAY!N ’ . , :
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