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2 “Victory" Conversion

AGTR 4 (ex-AG 167) BELMONT (ex-lran Victory)
AGTR § (ex-A.G 168) LIBERTY (ex-Simmons Victory)

7.190 tons - light (10,680 tons full load)

Displacement: :

Dimensions: 455 (0.a.)X62X24 feet
Machinery: Turbine. S.H.P.: 8,500=18 kts.
Complement: 280

General -
Modified *“Victory" ships. Conversion completed by Williamett

Ore., in Sep. and Dec., g.om_missioned 2 Nov. and 30 Dec. 1964, res
for research in communications and electromagnetic radiation.
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
- pirectorate of Intelligence
13 June 1967 .

INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM

The Israeli Attack on the USS Liberty

The US Naval technical research ship Libertx
was attacked by Israeli aircraft and torpedo bcats . ';‘
off the Sinai Peninsula on 8 June., The following ' -
account of the circumstances of the attack has k =eﬂ

compiled from all available sources. ) .

1. The Liﬁertx reported at‘9;50 a.m. (2:50 a.m;
Washington time) on 8 June that it had been orxbited
by two delta—wlng jet fighters, presumably Israeli A L
Mirages. At 3:05 p.n. (8:05 a.m.) the leertx was . o
strafed by unidentified jet aircraft. The Liberty '
apparently was not able to establish communications
with other units of the US Sixth Fleet during the

air attack, and the first information available o

‘J

to the US commanders was after the subsequent attack

by unidentified torpedo boats, which occurred at 3:25 .

éomo ) : | . .
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" mand Center in Washington that the Liberty was vnder
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2. At 4:]_.1»p.m. (9'11 a.m.) the US Commander

in Chief, Europe, notlfled the National Military Com- : !

attack and was lzsting to starboard after belng struck
by a torpedo. The Commander of the US Sixth Fleet de-
clared the attacking units hOStlle and sent attack air—

craft from the tarriers Aterica and Saratoga to ‘protect the

Liberty. A good part of the ship's communlcatlons equip—-

ment was destroyed by the crew during the attack but

emergency communications were soon established with the
Saratoga and with the naval communications station in
Greece. Because of the tenseness of the situation and

the communications delays, the initial reports from the

Libertg were sketchy and scmewhat confusing.

Specifics of the Attack

3. According to these reports, however, the segquence

~ of events took place as follows. The ship was attacked

at 3:05 p.m. (8:05 a.m.) by unidentified jet fighters, be-
jjeved to be Israeli, at position 31-35N, 33-29E. Six

straflng runs were made by the jets. Twenty minutes

rid

later three torpedo boats closed at high speed and two

of them launched torpedoes after first circling the - .

Liberty. One torpedo passed astern, and'thefother struck

—2_ " .
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-~ the starboard side of the shipl
identzfied as Israeli and the hull number of one unit

helicopters arrived on the scene,

Israeli Identification of the Ship .

craft and torpedo boats is available;,

e
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; L 4. None of the communications of the attacking air-

l One of the boats was later )

was noted as 206-T. Some 50 minutes later two Israeli 3
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( : : ! Although the
Liberty is some 200 feet lonéer than the Egyptian
transport El Quesir, it couid easily be mistaken for

' the Jatter vessel by an overzealous pilot. Both

gships have similar hulls and arrangements of masts

“and stack. ' - -

€. The weather was clear in the area of attack, -

the Liberty's hull numnber (GTR 5) was prominenély'displayegl,

and an American flag was flying /

s -
7. Thus it was not until 4:12 p.m. (9:12 a.m.)

that thé Israelis becane convinced that the Liberty
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~and 78 (36-inch frame spacing). The crew carried
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was American. This was about 44 minutes after the

last attack on the ship aﬁd the attack had apparéntly

been called off, not because the ship had peegvidenti- .
fied, but becauée it seemed to b; sinking. (The US

Defense Attaché& in Tel Aviv réports that Israeli,ﬁeli— )
éopters and the three torpedo boats searched the area -
until 6:04 p.m. (11:04 a.m.). The Israeli offer of
assistance waé declined because of the sensitive mis-

sion of ‘the ship. According to US Navy repoits, the

ship was saved only through the efforts of her crew.

Damage and Personnel Losses

8. The ship suffered heavy material and pex-

sonnel casualties. A hole estimated to be 39 feet
wide at the bottom and 24 feet wide at the top near
the waterline was opened by a torpedo. The ship is

flooded below the second deck between frames 52 o 1

out emergency destruction of classified communica-

tions and radar equipment, but the ship‘s enginéer—

ing plaﬁt is intact. Several flash fires and cannon

holes throughout the superstructure caused some

o

minor damage, and the ship's motor whale boat and ) !
- i
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virtually all of its life rafts “were lost. “person—
nei éasualties include 10 killed, 90 wounded; and

22 missing, most of whom were probably trapped in

the flooded compartments, The wounded and the |

dead have been removed from the ship and sbﬁé'aédi— 
tional éreﬁ members put aboard The ship is.ek— '
fected to arrive in Malta on 14 June for dry dock-—

ing and hull repairs. Security precautions are be-
ing taken to protect the classified ihtércept equip— ’
ment in the flooded spaces. The US Navy has con~ |

vened a board of inquiry to 100k into the incident.

The ship and Its Orders

9, The UsSs leertx is/

an electronics reseaxrch.

: ship which had been diverted to the crisis area to

act as a radio relay station for US embassies.
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(Staﬁed timeé are jocal; Washington times in parentheses)

2 June 1967 - - -

g June 2:50 a.m.
(7 June 7:50 p.m.)

g June 9:50 a.m.
(2:50 a-mo)

g8 June 12:17 p-m.
(5:17 a.m.)

g June 3:05 p.m.
(8:05 a.m.)

g8 June 3:25 p.Wm.
(8:25 a.m.)

8 June 3:27 p.m.
(8:27'a.m.)

g8 June 3:28 p.m.
(8:28 a.m.)

g8 June 3:30 p.m.
(8:30 a.m.)

. ~\
A . 's
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CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

Liberty departed Rota, Spain eh route to-
position 32-00N, 33-0CE, to rem=z2in 12.

- miles from Egyptian coast and 6.5 miles

€£rom Israeli coast.

CINCUSNAVEUR Duty officer recelved phone
jnstructions from Joint Reconnals3sanss
Center directing 1iberty to comply with
COMSIXTHFLEET 100-mile operating area
restriction. T

Liberty was orbited by two unidentified - -
Jelta wing single engine jet. fighters, pre~T
gumably Israell Mirages. .

COMSIXTHFLEET orders Liberty at least 100
miles away from coast of UAR and Israel and -

25 miles fyom Cyprus. This messace 2ppaT
rently not received by Liberty prior to
Israeli attack. ]

Liberty attacked by uniaentified'jet fight; -
ers which made‘six.strafing ruans. Ship at
position 31-35.5N 33-29.CE (25 miles north-

east of nearest land) . .

Three toxpedo boats,_one'identified as
Israeli, approach ship. . One boat bore.
nurmber 206-T. . _ . .

Liberty fires at torpedo boat at range of
2,000 yards. .

ship hit by torpedo. Torpedo boats cleared
to east about five miles. . .

COMSIXTHFLEET reports Liberty hit by torpedo
at position 31-23N, 33-25E. Three
f£ied gunboats approaching. * .
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8 June 5:14 p.m.
(10:14 a.m.)

8 June 6:04 p.m.
(11:04 a.m.)

-

Tel Aviv reports Israeli aircraft and
patrol boats attacked ship at 3:00 p.m.
(8:00 a.m.) at position 31-25N, 33-33E.
Suspecting a US ship, Israel rendering
assistance and expresses deep regret.

The US Defense Attache in Tel Aviv re-
ports that Israeli helicopters and
the three torpedo boats searched the

area until 6:04 p.m. (11:04 a.m.). The -

Israeli offer of assistance was declined
because of the sensitive mission of the
Bhip. LA

COMSIXTHFLEET then recalled the aircraft
launched from the carriers America and -

Saratoga and sent two destroyers to as-

Bist Liberty. Liberty proceeding north-
west at eight knots,

There was no further contact between .
Liberty and Israeli forces. Two . Soviet
ships have trailed the Libert » which
proceeds under escort to Malta.
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