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When asked the other day if he could confirm a

-report in The Times that the C.I.A. is mobilizing a

secret war against Nicaragua, President Reagan re-
plied: ““No, and I don’t think The New York Times
can.”’ But the growing evidence of American in-

-volvement can’t be shrugged off so blandly. There's

nothing secret any more about the training of exile

"armies in Florida and the recurrent border raids

into Nicaragua by insurgents claiming C:I.A. help;

- all this has been widely reported for months.

Whatever American agents may be doing to

_help Honduras prevent the use. of its territory for

‘arms smuggling to El Salvador, it seems beyond

doubt that they are also engaged in some direct ac--

tions in Nicaragua. The manifest purpose is to

_threaten a frontal assault on the leftist Sandinist re- -
. gime. Undeniably; some of the leaders of the insur-
. gent force are Nicaraguans assoc:ated with the dis- :
- " -credited Somoza dictatorship..ct... -

These are, to.begin with, zllegal activities. The

3 '"; Neutrality Act.expressly forbxds the raising of se-
-cret armies to unseat a regime that the United

States recognizes as lawful. Flouting that law is no

- way to rally the hemisphere against meddling by
_. Cuba and Nicaragua in other nations’ conflicts. .-~

Even if these secret armies were never meant to

"be used in a big way, they are a dangerous instru-

ment of diplomacy. Give people with a political

- grudge a gun and they maneuver to fire it. If they do,

they.are impossible to disown. Even if they don’t

 they are extremely difficult to disband.

1f the idea here was to use the threat of msur

‘gency to win bargaining concessions from Nicara-

‘gua, the idea isvb,ound to misfire, .Such threats tend

., Death - PUrlfléd 0

Deathrow mmates call lethal mjectxon “the ulti- A-
.mate high.”” Instead of suffering electric shock and
burns or gagging on poison gas, the victim simply -

drifts off in a trance. That is how the state of Texas
executed Charles Brooks, a murderer, and so

" marked another advance in the technology of death.

But the new method hardly obscures the under.
lying issue: the morality of state-sanctioned killing.
Over the centuries, civilized governments have tried
to limit and reject it. In the United States, execunon
ceased altogether by the 1960’s. -~ ~

Its resurgence reflects the thirst of a frustrated
) public for vengeance against criminals. Some merm-
bers of a Texas college fraternity actually showed
"up at-the prison to cheer Mr. Brooks’s execution.

Politicians are swept along by the emotional tide de-
spite their better judgment. New York’s Governor-

.. elect Mario Cuomo, who won election despxte mor-
ally based opposxtxon to the death penalty, is a nota- -

ble exception.. . -2

" "Ihe fever now rmpevescidich WGIMM&:I Gha-RRAB4RB66A
Court. On Monday a majority of the justices turmed - helped with preparations but left it to medxcal tech- :

" aside Mr. Brooks’s ﬂnal appeals in a way that sug-.. xpcxans to admxmster the let.hal doses o
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- The Worst-Kept Secret War

to confirm the darkest fears of suspicious adver-
saries and make them more truculent, not accom-
modatmg

It is perfectly true that an acceptable doctrine of 1

non-intervention has to be respected by all parties. If
it were proven that Nicaragua is indeed violating the
_ territory of Honduras to funnel weapons to El Salva-
dor, some reprisal in kind might be justifiable.
But the evidence suggests that it is Nicaraguan
territory, not Honduran, that 1s being systematlcally
violated. :

A final justification for covert warfare might be
a clear showing that truly vital American interests

are at risk, and beyond the reach of diplomacy. No
such showing has been made, either to the American.

people or to our Latin friends. To the contrary,

- President Betancur of Colombia, an independent-

minded conservative, last week risked Mr. Rea-

* gan’s displeasure by appealing for negouatxons with -

both Nicaragua and Cuba,

That was a foretaste of how Latm Amerxca,‘

would react to unilateral United States interven-
" tions, Mr. Reagan, by way of polite reply, expressed

. his wish to see “‘the withdrawal of all — I repeat all

- foreign military advisers in Central America.”
Nicaragua contends that it is prepared to negoti-

ate. A proper response would find Washington test-

ing that claim, documenting its charges of Nicara-

- gua’s interference in other countries and persuading
other Latin nations to join in condemning the import

of Communist arms. The improper response is to
deny the undeniable, in the false hope that the C.I.A.

‘hand can somehow be hidden. That illusion should

_ have dxed atthe Bay of ngs

fessed concern over detail in capital cases and de,

spite three clear dissents, ignored that failure.

To a lot of people, the death penalty presents a -
- contradiction. They may favor it in the abstract, og

when they talk to poll-takers. But the brutal reality

repels most people close enough to carry.it out..
Judges, corrections officials and legislators don’t :

like to think of themselves as killers. Neither do

most citizens. So'they look for ways to purify an in. -

decent duty. Society favored the electric chair and
the gas chamber as cleaner and more dependable

than the noose. Lethal injection is yet another way to

" make the task look humane.

The result, however, is the same. That is why'

the American Medical Assocxatxon Sppose~ partici--
pation by physiciars in lethal drug executions. In

Idaho, the Legislature had to re-authorize the firing -
- squad when no doctors would agree to perform le-

thal injecticns. No such inhibition troubled the

‘Texas prison doctor, who drew a wondrously thin -
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Niearaguan Exiles Seck Broader Supper

HATRE EXILES, From A1 ; B Bermudez refused al comipent on his military Roberh)Sm\cba, the Sandinista Army 3,
the Sandinistas, In policy decisions taken in late activities in Honduras or Nicaragua, Chamorro,

in Managua, recently pointed out that 3
1981, the administration hoped to lend covert ang speaking for the directorate, cited the U.g, Neu-  hag never been identified with what the
overt support to anti-Sandinista forces that did trality ACt_m refusing to discuss NDF connections  tag cqlj “War crimes” committed under Sop
not Kave the Somoza taint, . . with guerrillas. The Sandnn1§tg Iea(_!ershnp charges .The military effort based in Hoodurey
But these forces, principally led by former San- thgm with more than 50 killings in cross-bord}er has come und.er increased contro} by the
dinista,hero Eden Pastora and former Sandinista  raids since July. : . fan Amy, which has increased border pet,
government member Alfons Robelo, both now " - The Neutrality Act bars persons on US. soil  foreeq Nicaraguan counterrevolutionary
disillusioned with the government and in' exile in . from operations against foreign governments at  to moye inside' Nicaragua O Shift theg
- Costa Rica, have refused to join forces with groups  peace with the United States, N more deepl'y inside Honduras, It & not
like the NDF because of its Someza ties, - - 2 - A directorate member speaking privately said whether this marked a Permament chyy
Faced with the continued refusal by the Pas.  the new leadership is working to get 1id of several  responge to President Reagan’y tip to 1A
tora-Robelo forces publicly to support them, the  former National Guard officers working with Ber- last-week. The

o movehfollowec{%despw ,
. ‘tried; with today’s. news mudez, whom Pastora’s group has specific Y in the US. press that the_;tédmin&
' g?fl‘;iﬁﬁﬁ iggxez?t{e:rf%iga};dtﬁssés,T;dé,,,. identified_ as unaccegtable_. These include, among helping organize the harassmgn, raids. W
tified-as opponents of the Somoza government. . : -- others, Ricardo Igao,‘ldentl,ﬁed by exile ources as v R e
“We open our arms to a] those who wish to‘join = a former officer in Somoza’s mll'ttar,y Intelligence. — = 5
us and ‘express our patriotic intention of cooper-  “They are on their way out, I think,” the director. Dodd Seel Outlat 3
ating with.any group which shares our objectives,”  ate member said. S 0 eexs to “t aw, :%Ij
the gz:f)tjpfgid in a statement; “We ask the nationg He.expr_e‘?sed bope that, with these officers . TO Paramilitar Grgu ’5@
of thé%he!msphere that, just as they supported our  most identified with abuses under Somoza gone, : 7 }’ p%
first. SEFOrE (o froc ourselves from dictatorship,  Pastora, Robelo and others in the Costa Rica- | An aide to Sen, Christopher 1D,
they ﬁii'ght now,. convinced' that our struggle is  based Revolutx_opary Democratic Alliance, can be (D-Conn.) saig last might that, 1) odd &
so.'fﬁéii;fétrugglé, offer us their decided Support  persuaded to join t_he NDF and make a umtgdv drafted legislatior that he will infre diice
in our-éffoRt to complete the patriotic task, so that Nicaraguan opposition front more likely to gain the first oppor tunity banning U, S fundi
icarégﬁélban again be a republic.” public support in Nicaragua and th.e Umged for “irregular forces or paramilitafy'gfalxp
Sixnew members of the NDF “directorate”  States and more financial an.d diplomatic backing - operating in the Contre] Americar, region
vere iﬁtibduced, including: from the Reagan administration, ) The a?de said that Dodd has not gatt
Edgar - Chamorro Coronel, a psychologist- and As part of the new effort, Jose Francisco Car. - ered support for th measure in advono
vestor; Alfonsa Callejas, a businessman who was denal, one of the movement’s early leaders, ¥as 1 but will seek it beginning this week In.
- minister-and vice president under Somoza-but  not at today’s news conference. Exile sources said _ position paper prepared for discssich
signed-in protest in 1972; Indalecio Rodriguez, a  he remaing Part of the movement but stayed out - - with other senators, Dodd cited his cor,
iterinériah who helped found the tuling Sandi- - - of the limelight because he had become too closely_ * cern over the buildup of U.S.-stipporter
ta Front but later left in disgust; Lucia Carden- identified with rightist backe;rs among the ex-So- - covert forces. striking at economie tarzet:
id6w of murdered businessman Jorge Satazar moza backers living in Miami, " inside Nicaragua from bases across thy
el Marco Zeledon, former president of the Bermudez, although a former National Guard - Honduran frontier. e
eI Superior Council for Private TInitia<: officer and politically to the right,_ has not been v’
 and Enrique Bermudez, National Guard singled out as particularly objectxonable..‘ Capt. &

who served as Somoza’s military attache in
T

n.

ihe other two on the eight-member directorate
 not revealed for what Edgar Chamorro called
ity reasons. One was understood to be Stead-
Fagoth, a Miskito Indian leader who report-
Y has helped organize broad Miskito resistance
eSandinista ryle i the undeveloped - Zelaya
#vince on Nicaragua’s Atlantic coast:
Jermudez, according to -reliable Nicaraguan
e sources and an Argentine ex-intelligence of.
niow with the Sandinistas, hag been the chief
tary leader of the guerrilla campaign against
Tagua.. According to reports from Washington -
;_Ho,nq‘_ﬁras, the campaign hag been backed by

{Unit‘ed States with help from Argentine and
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