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Ini
The establishment of the new Republic of the Congo is complicated o nota-
ble lack of physical and cultural eloments thst facllitate the development of
tional unity. The virtually republic 15 pr
ith the Conge River Dain, bub the unifying influsnce of the iver syatem 15
limited by the grest distances involved end the numerous interruptions to
river traffic. Unification 1s further complicated by the existence of a pot-
pourri of highly diverse peoples unevenly distributed over 909,000 square miles
of veried physical envivonments. Mineral resources are largely concentrated in

foreign territory. The potential agricultural wealth hes just begun To be
‘tapped and the lovest level of subsistence farming is still widespread. Admin-
{strative and technologlcal training has been woefully inadequate, snd locel
educational facilities fall far short of meeting the needs of a modern state.

Population

o one kmows precisely how many people live in the Congo; however, en offi-
cial est:hmte in 1958 indicated a popwlation of some 13.5 million. The Eurcpeen
population in 1958, before the recent large-scale exodus, totaled only 113,000,

o less than 1 percent of the number of Congolese. Because of improving health
Ecnd.).tiuns and a higher standard of 1iving the Cansolese birth rate has in-
creased and the mortality rate has decreased. Tne population of the Congo, st

the current growth rate, will double in 30 years.

The pecple of the Congo are unevenly Scattered throughout their vast m—n-
tory, & land area almost as large as vestern Burcpe. More than half of
Congd 1e sparsely ocoupled, and at least 10 percent is virtually umm»huen,
hand, some areas are So overcrowded that resettlement projects
have been attempted.

The origin of the pecple of the Congo is cbscure, ‘but there is some evidence
‘that, between the 10th &nl- 1bth centuries, tribes belonging to the east a
known as Bantu invaded the Congo and destroyed,
repuleed, subjected, or eheoroud oier etmic Erovpe. Today, most of the oon-
golese may be c_asaified a8 Bantu. They are a collection of kindred people
rather than & and are subdivi.ded into hundreds of tribal affilistions each
with its distmctive social and political structures.

non-Bantu pecple of the Congo include the Nilotic tribes in the norta-
east, the Sudenese who pushed back or sbsorbed the Bantu in the north, and
few Femaining pygnies scattered throughout the east sud north. Within the Cango
he behavior pattern of each growp is distinct enough to make a visitor from
another tribe feel very much like o foreigner.

Cultursl heterogeneity is one of the underlying ceuses of the current unrest
Tribal alleglances are deeply intrenched, and there is 0 little

i party hss been sble to emerge. The basis of political mtrength i
amgle tribe or a coalition of zn.bes. For exarple, the Abako (Associ&tior\ des
o), led by Joseph Kasavubu, marily represents the Bakongo tribes
Pum o TParti de 1'Unitd Nationale % hs,cked by the Bangala tribes; and the
Union Mongo by the Mongo ethnic group. The Union Congoleise, one of the first
Gongolese political parties, was almost wiped out in the December 1959 elections
because it lacked & tribal base.

Most of the people of the Congo spesk Bantu dialects; however, vmv some
exceptions, they are o more mutually understandable than are English
German. Four of the Bantu dialects are understood over fairly wide areas and
by people of a number of tribes. Lingals has become the langusge of commerce
along the banks of the Congo River as far inland as Stanleyville and is taught
o all recruits of the Force Publique. A degraded form of Swahill, the Li
france of Fast Africa, 15 spoken in the esstern Congo. Kikongo is the speech
of the lower Congo and Baluba of Kasal end part of Katanga.

The basic form of settlement in the Congo is the agricultural village based

on subsistence farming. A settlement may range in size from a hamlet with per-
baps no more thsn a half-dozen families to an agglomeration with several hundred
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individuals. Under traditional methods of farming the soil is quickly exhsusted
and the village is shifted to 6 new site, where the process is repeated. Even-
tually, as the 60il recovers 1ts productivity, the village may return to its
original site. Villages dependent on hunting, Pishing, and grazing also shift
their locations ss the available resowrces are depleted

Traditionally, the primery occupations have been subsistence farming, hunt-
ing, and fishing. As recently as 1940, only 19 percent of the adult male Afri-
cane had been abscrbed into the modern economy. By the end of 1957, hawever,
the proportion had risen to 37 percent as rural villagers were ettracted by
varied lsbar demands of the mines, plantatione, and large cities. The strong
eltyward drift has resulted in an impressive urban growth, but the preponderance
of young men in the cities and women in the rural areas has created new social
and econamic problems. In 1945, less then 10 percent of the African population
lived in the non-rural centers. By 1958, the percentage had increased to about
23 percent.

The average Congolese has had little or no formal education, seldon going
Dbeyond the primary grades. As of March 1960, there was not a Congolese in the
Congo who was a doctor, lawyer, or engineer; only about 10 Congolese were uni-
versity graduates, and less than 500 Congolese students were emrolled in the

two Tecently established local universities. Probably no more than 75 Con-
golese students were in schools abroad. Mot of the workers are still unskilled
end able to use only the simplest of tools. Numbering in the thousands, however,
1s o recently urvanized group that has learred to use and maintain relatively
complicated modern machinery and has attained a standard of production varying
from 50 to 70 percent of that of Buropesn workers.

Economy.

omy of the Congo is sustained by mineral production and associsted
metallurgical plants and by commercial ag‘xzmlr,\n'&. Tne mJoriey of the Can
golese continue to live at &
ing little to and drawing little upon the potential wealth of ‘che ustiﬂn This
wealth is primrily located in the mineral-productng Kstanga Province, in the
extreme southeaet.

The mineral and metallurgical industries in 1959 employed roughly 10 percent
of the wage-earning labor force, but accounted for 62 percent of the total value
of all exports. In the 1954-58 period, the Congo produced T2 percent of the
world's industrial diamonds, 60 percent of the cobalt (mine basis), 10 percent
of the beryl, 10 percent of the tantalum-columbium concentrates, 8 percent of
the tin (mine basis), 7 percent of the copper, and significant smounts of ger-
maniun and urenium. Copper was the largest single source of foreign exchange.
Tue bulk of iese materials vere exparted by rail to the Portuguese gorts of
ILobito in Angola and Beire in Mozambique in preference to the costly Internal
rail-and-vater route to the port of Mstadi within the Congo.

The wide range of climates in the Congo permits the growing of s variety of
crops. 'The typical monotonous climate of the tropics prevails throughout the
country, but lstitude and altitude introduce discerniblc veriations. Only the
area within 3 or 4 degrees north and south of the equator is without some dry
weather, but real dry seasons occur in the extreme north (December through
February) and in the south (May through October). Annusl rainfall is not high
for the tropics -~ 50 inches in the couth and 7O inches in the morth. Daily

temperatures generally reach the high 80's or low 90's, except in the
eastern highlands, where both temperature and humidity are laver.

A8 Of 1959 the agricultural sector of the modern economy cmployed almost 3
‘times as many wage carners as the mining industry and provided 38 percent of
the total value of all exports -- primsrily palm oil, coffee, cotton, and rubber.
07 these only paln oil comprises a significant share of the vorld's agricultural
Under Belgian the Congo had the most efficient
ofl-palm industry in Africa and exported well over 25 percent of the world's
supply. Coffee production has increaded rapldly during the past 2 decades and
could contimie to increase if current mrkets for coffee are paintained and the
extension of credit continues. Cotton, the third most valusble export crop, is
important privarily as a "civilizing agent” through which Congolese families
are introduced to a money economy. The production of rubber, the fourth renking
export crop, has increased greatly; and, slthough the Congolese cultivated only
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17 percent of the acreage in bearing trees in 1957, they owned 50 percent of the
acreage in young trees.

The majority of the Congolese, however, continue to be subsistence farmers
vho raise msnioc, plantains, maize, and rice. Except in northern Kiva Province,
manicc 1s the dominant food crop throughout the Congo. Other major food crops
include plantains in Orientale and northern Kivu, maize in southern Kssal, and
rice in northern Kasai, eastern Kivu, and Orientale. Despite the possession of
large areas suitable for cattle raising, the Congo has proportiomally fewer
cattle than nelghboring countries, and stack raising among the Congolese has
lagged behind that of the Belglan colon.

Transportation

Major lines of internal commmication are commonly a combinstion of river,
rail, and road trensport that necessitates numerous transshipments during the
course of & single journey.

The heart of the Congo 15 & large central basin ringed with higher ground
except for the narrow gap in the vest through vhich the Congo River reaches the
sea. The Congo-Lualsba and the Congo-Kasai river systems drain an area of
nearly 1.5 million square miles, but river courses are interrupted by falls snd
raplds that reduce their value as economical inland waterways. Even the lover
Congo, the outlet for this vast river system, 1s interrupted by 32 cstaracts
with & combined drop of 870 feet between Leopoldville and Matedl

Through transportation to coastal parts is possible only by traversing the
territory of other nations. Moct sizable centers of population and industry

cast, the Congo-Kasai system to the southwest. On gome vaterways, seasonal
fluctuations of the water level can be as much as 18 feet, and transpord is
frequently restricted or interrupted during the dry season. Although the Congo
below Lecpoldville is not navigable, the important routes from Leopoldville to
Stanleyville via the Congo River and from leopoldville to Port Francqui vis the
Congo and Kasal Rivers are navigable without interruption the year round.

The railroads of the Congo were constructed to link navigable sections of
Tiver or to reach arcas without ¢ nevigable vatervays and do 1ot grovids uninter-
rupted through routec. The 3,000 miles of narrow-gauge railroad are all single
tracked and are characterlzed by steep grades, sharp curves, and mumerous
bridges. Traffic on railroads is interrupted by landslides and washouts snd by
low water on connecting inland vaterways. Because ro alternate routes exist,
rerouting is impossible when Interruptions occur. In addition to the direct
rail line to Lobito in Angols, which carries 56 percent of the mineral exports
of the Katanga, the southern Congo s connected by rail with the ports of Beira
and Lourenco Marques, Mozambigue, on the Indian Ocean, and with ports of the
Union of South Africa. Only by transshipment over inland waterwaye can rail
cargoes from the Katanga reach Matadi, the largest deep water port in the Congo,
or Dar es Salaam, Tanganylks, on the Indian Ocean

Highway transport occupies en important supplementary position in the ecamo-
my of the country. The 86,000 miles of highvays are used primarily for hauling
oves and minerals to railheads or river ports and for Short-dlstance movement
of agriculturel products. The Belgian Government's economic policy favored de-
velopment of inland watervays and rail links rather than a system of national
highvays in & modern sense. Poor rosd foundations, narrow roads and bridges,
end mumerous ferry crossings limit long distance highway traffic. A few roads
in the vieinity of Lecpoldville, Mstadi, Elizsbethville, and Bukavu heve paved
surfaces, but most highvays are, at best, graveled and may be impassable at
times during the rainy season. Detours around obsbructions are often impracti-
cal because of coft groupd, jungle foliage, or rough

Alr transportation has been of growing importance, particularly for Euro-
peans, and has served to complement rather than compete with rail and water
rawtes. Three of the alrfields are capable of handling the largest of jet.
transports ard a total of 37 localities were served by scheduled flights of
DC-3's or larger aircraft. The remainder of the more than 200 air facilities
sre small strips used for air smbulance, charter service, and private £lying.
Few airfields are equipped with lights and many of the smaller ones are not
usable during wet weather.
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CENTHAL INTELLIGENCE AGWNCY
Gaography Divieion, ORR ,Z P ﬁm < 3 - /
Project Initistion Memorandum
Project No.: 62.2118

7 Jenuary 1963

i. Subject of Proposed Project: The Republic of the Conge

2. Statemant of Problem:  To revemp CIA/RR GM 40-3, seme title.

3. Rf:guea’tgg;': Self=initisbted.

o pesponstte srotvece: | . 25X

5. Kind and Extert of Cooperation Desirved From:

geo Ovher Diviglons of GRA:  Carbography Division to prepare maps.
b. Other Parts of CTa: I/WEA/RR; 1/TF/AR

¢. Quogide CIA:  Posgibly Departmert of Agriculture.25X1A

6. Estimabed Manhours in D/GGs 125

7o Ime Dabas 22 Jdarmmry 1963
'ﬁiie!,, Jeography l!ivisicm
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Thies, Gecgraphic Hesearcn Tiate
Asgiztant Uirector, CRR Dzeo
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8 Feb 61 *#*
25X1A
DISTRIBUTION OF CONGO GM IN DD/P; OCT. 1960

2 copies 1 each to:

25X1A

intelligence reports,

25X1A
25X1A

Plans Branch

Propaganda

shop. 25X1A

25X1A
#This is the distribution given to coiies sent to DD/F onthe

original dissemination of GM-60-3. got this
informatioh.
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MIKUTES OF QEOGRAPHY DIVISION STAFF MEET ING 21 October 1960

i

1. New Bailding

New furniture and other details comnected with the new building were
discussed,

2. Amexes to Trip Reports

The Annexes to Trip Reports prepared by some of the ICGU attendees
were very favorably received by DD/P, who asked that we report similar
personality information when opportunities offer.

3. CIAZIZR GM's
Republic of the Congos (CI has transmitted its compliments on this

L~ latest GF. OCT also imuired whether a similar sort of report on Rhodesia

is being contemplated.

Laos: Discussion of a redo of the Lsos GM brought out that GG/F is
giving thought to a report on the area involving part of Laocs and part
of Vietnam,

L. Status of the UGF Campaign

As of 11 October the status was: DD/I 53%; DD/P 37%; and DD/S 53%.

5. Miscellaneous 25X1A

Movie on Operation Abolition: _asked for a list of those
whe have mot attended this movie.

Agency Mid-Czreer Inte]ligence Courge: The first run of this course
will be from Monday, 2L October, through Friday, I November. The following
wlll attends

25X1A
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGERCY
Geography Division, ORR

Projeet Initistion Memorandum

To: Chief, Geographic Research Project No.: 62.18Th
From: Chief, Geography Division Date: 16 SEP 1960
1. ©Subject of Propozed Project: Republic of the Congo.

2.

Statement of Problem:

To swmarize the basic information on the Conge under the headings:
Physlecal Basis, Economy, Transportation, and Populstion. Maps on the
following will be a part of the study: Terrain and vegetation; staple

food crops; minerals and transportation; population distribution; and
political affiliation of ethnic groups. '

25X1A
Requester: Ch/G

Responsible Analyst and Branch: _ GG/N
Kind snd Extent of Cooperation Desired from:
a. Other Divisions of the G Area:
Maps to be prepared by D/GC.
b. Outside CIA: Department of State.
Estimated Man Hours im D/GG: 150
Probable Campletion Date: 30 September 1960
Probable Form of Final Publication: CIA/RR GM co-3
Recommendations Regarding Distribution of Finished Report:
Six-panel layout placned -- three for maps and three for text. 25X1A

Coments: A sample of the planned layout will be brought over for

- review in & fevw days.

Approved: !le! » !ograplzy !visilo!
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10.
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