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Relnbursecmant Tor Calling Cards

1. Your wemorandum of 3 Decamber 19483 has raiseq

the quenticn of the legality or Payments made to e loyeos
of this ige Yy for the parchese of
AR NNTL ﬂ in late 1946 and enp 987, It 13 oun
understend’ 2t the indiwiduale irvoluyed had been
STATINTL and ‘the eards
STATINTL

were conside

employment. Vouchers Tor the purchase of the cerds were
Procassed throagh the pProper channels ang weres approved

by the Forelgr. Branch Chief concarnsa, The praciice. of
approving the purchase of such cards was later aiscoantinued
on the informal advice of Iegal cowsed, Formsl cpinion of
legal counge] hRs row been requested in regard to the
propriety of the payments already mmdg, : ’

2., The advisability of procuring subject cards was
a8 administrative mstter ard was not in contravention to
&ny rules and repulations of the Apency existing at the
time, The peculiar nature of this Agency necessarily
reculres certain Governmental expenditures which would
ctherwise be considored personal, Although, as s aatier
of practive, the crthodox mambers of the Foreign Service
sIpply thelr own cards, there was nno restricticagem;thier"'
Agency t> provent the purchase of the cards when 1t was
consldered a Justifisble expenst.,  Tha later declsion not
to purchase them was simply e reversal of an adalinistrative
policy, and 1t does not Seem legaily Tecessary to questicm .
the paynents now, is the Comptrolls< Gemeral indicated in
b his opinicp 4n 18 Comptroller Jeneral $79, 1t is not the .
I rosponsibility of sccounting of ficers to determine admin-
- istretive needs but to 8¢d that the work in respectato
fuch needs 1s comnlied with and Shat arpropriate monjes
are nc’; ¢« ypended in violation of applieable statutns,
Theras does not &ppear to bBe any vislation in this situation.,
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