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we fiad broken )

ing the 1944 clection campaign General George C. Manshall
W owrote twolecters to Republican Candidate Thomas E. Dew oy, tell-
g bim chat Army cryprographers had hroken the Jupanese ";Al(r.x"
code This fact was tirse revealed in story by LIFE Edicor John
: Chamberlain which appeared in LIFE, Sept. zg Marshall's purpose,
i ; Chamberlain wrote, was to forestall Dewey's revelaizon of that facr
ta possible actack on the Roosevele administracion’s Japasese pol-
. 1y before Pear] Harbor, The actual text of the letrers remained secres
: H entil Last week, when Generdl Marshall appeared before the Con-
i sresstonal committee investigating Pear]l Harbor and made the let-

ters public, They appear below.

When he had finished reading the first two paragraphs of the fiesc
fever, Governor Dewey stopped because, as the Chanberlan arnicle
ceparted, “the Jecter might possibly contain macerial which had
ey conie to him from other sources, and thac anyw av,a
for President was in no position to make blind Drenises,
{arshall sent che letrer back I with an merodud tion w
Leved the governor of binding conditions. This time Dewey read the
feteer and after much thought and discussion decrded not to make use
during the cumpaign of any information he previously had,

First Letter

TOP SECRET
(For Mr. Duwey's uves oNLY)

: 15 Seprember, 1944
My Dear Governor:

Fam writing you wichout the knowledge of any other person ex-
cept Admiral King (vho concurs) because we are approaching «
grave dilemma in the political reactions of Congress regarding Peart
Harbor. k

What Thave to tell you below is of such a highly sceret nature thac
L zel compeiled 1o ask you cither toaccept i on the basis of your not
communicating its contents to any other person and returnig chis

icter or nor reading any further and rewurning che letter o the

sould have preferred to talk to you in person buc I could not de-

2 to why the Chief of Scaft of the Army would be secking an intee-
view with you ac this particular moment, Therefore, T have ruracd
i method of this letter, to be delivered by hund to vou by
Cotonel Carter Clarke who has charge of the most seeret documents
oi the War and Navy Departmcents,

in bricf, the military dilemma resulting from Congressionsd polit-
ical battles of the political campaign is this: ]
COMTINUED ON MEXT PAGYE

i CRAL MARSHALL . GOVERND

HS/HC- %95

i
!

vise « method thar would noc be subject to press and radio reactions

» . o ; [7_ Ve big
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spevial” The salier jars mske gl

Chretimas cocking, And for ladtaninute gifis -

yourself Pavquins toa oo ler dovely yoanger jovkin
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! LIFE'S REPGRTS contimueo

Fhacsaomt vital evidence an the Poad Foo o matior connot o
Diitereepis of the Jupanese dml«)n’..llx\. communmcations, CGyver . o
of FEATN QU IV PTO; sraph lxnplc. analyzad the character of the
chine the Jupanese are using for Lnu)dmw their dlphu i
on this, a corresponding machine was built by us wingh
srs CICIT Messages. -

Thercfore, we possessed a wealth of information 1 in2 thens
moves in the Puciiic w hld1 in tum Wus “xrmsl.cd Lm b...r\. D

no reference whatever to intendons toward Hawaii until the
message before Dee. 7, which did not veach our hands ungil
following d;\y, Dee. 3.

»wthe point to the I*:ruu’l[ dilemma ts that \\'L have gone whiva
4 othis business of deciphering their codes until we possess ath. r :
: cuces, German as well as [.a pancse, but our main basis ot informaiog
&'nr\h"" Hidler's intentions in Europe is obtained from |

aton
Osiima’s messages from Berlin reporeing his intervicws with Higlor 5
and other officials to the Japancese Government, These are stil in ¢
codes involved in the Pearl Harbor events,
: To explain further the critical nature of this sce-up which would
i be wiped out almost in an instant if the least suspicion were arousd
regardiag it, the Bactdle of che Coral Sca was based on Jdecipherdd
messages and therefore our few ships were in the righe slace ar che "
right time. Further, we were able to concentriate on our iimied masslicent srory, give : i
forces to meet their advances on Midway when otherwise we aliinoa

cerrainly would have been some 3,000 miles cut of place. fo
' We had full information of the sirengeh of their furees a tha ad-
: vance xnd also of the smaller force dirccicd againse the Glcuian

which finally landed troops on Attu and Kiska.
i -+ Cperaaons in the Pacific are largely guided by the infoimation we
obtain of Jupanese deployments. We know their streageh: i virious
garrisons, the rations and other stores continuing availalbic w i
aind what is of vast fmportance, we check cheir flect nios

~

I
LGU Can put a o

L' clouds and waves, ¢ :

and produce an .
cactly what the me

s one thing (o sav !
¢ & oenother dhing to
aud eart, Destny e ' i

Winte's novet Thc‘)' v

WS W i B
the movements of cheir Couvoys. 3

The heavy losses reported from tme to thne which they suscass by
reason of our submarine action largely resules from che face ¢

;
i
(RSN é
N kaow the sailing dates and the routes of their convoys and can fonty !
our submarines to lic in wait at the proper point. ; g
i
;
|
i
i

« The current raids by Admiral Halsey's carrier forces on Jupaness
i g ; shipy

ing 1 Manila Bay and elsewhere were largely bascd in timing
| on [ ¢ Lnown movements ofJ;xp.mc:: convoys, two of which wore
g . i caught, as andicipated, in his descrucrive ariacks.

) You will understand from the foregoing the uteer Iragic conse
quences if the present political d:.blltc.s rey .mlmg Pearl Hirbor dis-
close to the encmy, G;rm‘m or Jap, any suspicion of the
sources of information we now possess.

The Roberts' report on Pearl H.xrbor had to have withdrawn from
i all reference to this highly secrer matter, therefore in portians it
necessarily appeared incomplete. The same reason which dictited v
{ that course is #ven more importaat today bcuusc our souices have N
: been ;*rc..'xn) claborawed. ru\’,g)a :
' ~As a further example of the delicacy of © hxnntxon, some of Doy CoL e T P
R : Ov,“. 5 "LOP]C {the OS g)z__wuhg 1 ¢l : !
S ) Thn olt 1LWL ,mbusx offices in 7<)1mg.11. As 4 res
: Cntire muimrl ntLL\.hg ]ap,muc ToUe mv T WO H - -
; changed, wnd though this occuired oveér a year J"O we have not \L[

bees: able o break the new code and have thus [os; chis invaluabdle
. . . source of Anfn'n, 'uun particularly regarding che European sicuation.
Srioxioi.. T EITEERT speech in Congress by Rwr sative
. clearly suggesc to the JA})JH(..»C that we hA\L been rea
thouzh Mr. Harness and the American pubiic would
draw .y sech conclusion,
Tl conduce of General Eisenhower's car ..pugn and o il oo [
atioss in e Pacific are dloscly related in conception and timii: w
the oraation we secretly obtain thmum chicse interee pred oo
They coniribuce 'rcntly to the victory .md cremendously to the save
sngs o Anerican dives, both in the conduct of current operations @
i deon ;s coward the carly terminacion of thic war,

I senting this marcter to you, for you. secret fuzormation, s
che :x. chac you will sce your way clear o . ‘.u'd the cragic resuits
. with wnich we are now threatened in the « politrcal campuga.
& might add that the recent action of LuL in requiring Aray
x0d I\Jv',' fnvestizations for action before cain dates has com-
3 pelled me to Lo back the corps comn r, General Gerow,

: whosce troops are iighting ae Trier, to tesuidy Lere while dhic Gorinans
s : are counterattacking h;s furces there, This, JUVER, iy 4 vy minor
_tioa, i matter compared to the loss of our cude miormation.
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LIFE'S REPORTS conminuro

Please return this letcer by
bearer. 1 will hold ic in my
sceret file subject to your refer-
ence should you so desire.

Faithfully yours,
© G. C. MarsnaLL

Second Letler
TOP SECRET

(For MR. DEWEY'S LYLS ONLY)

27 September, 1944

My Dear Governor:

Zolonel Clarke, my messen-
ger to you of yesterday, Sepe.
26, has reported the resule of
1 his delivery of my letter dated

Sept. 25. As T understand him
you (A) were unwilling to
commit yoursclf to any agree-
ment regarding “'not communi-
cating its contents to any other
person’” in view of the face chat
you felt you already knew cer-
tain of the things probably re-
ferred to in the letter, as sug-
gested to you by sceing the
word “cryptograph,” and (B)
you could not feel that such a
letter as this to a Presidential
candidate could have been ad-
dressed to you by an oflicer in
my position without the knowl-
edge of the President.

As to (A) above I am quiz
willing to have you rcad what
comes hereafter with the un-
derstanding that you arc bound
not to Cominunicate to any
other person any portions on
which you do not now have or
later receive factual knowledge
from some other source than
mysclf. As to (B) above you
have my word thac neither the
Sccretary of War nor the Pres-
ident has any intimation what-
soever that such a letter has
been addressed to you or that
the preparation or sending of
such a communication was be-
ing considered. -

I assure you that the only
persons who saw or know of the
existence of either this leteer or
my letter to you dated Sept. 15
are Admiral King, scven key
officers responsible for sccuri-

"ty of military communications,
and my secretary who ryped
these leteers.,

I am trying my best ro make
plain to you that chis leccer is
being addressed -to you solely
on my initiative, Admiral King
having been consulted only uf-
ter the letter was drafted, and T
am persisting, in the mateer be-
cause the military hazards in-
volved are so serious that I feel
SO ACTION IS NECEssAry to Pros
tect the interests of our armed
forces.

(The second letser then repeared
substantially the text of the first
letter except for the first tiwo pur-

D RS

agraphs.)
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wins and i heve
ducovered Wunder-
wiu, that's whyl No
2 snitching stockings
om my drawer, no
more borrowing from ¢

You see, smooth-finish PRy
. Wounderhose, just ike minn,
come in styles ospedially
shaped to {it their slim teen.
age legs. So now tae gir's

, prefer their own stockin
10 mine——and the perivet fit
gives them long
Of cours
Wurderhuse

weas, too,

, we ol weor

sy, ar in o
hados, As @ matter ¢f

me “Wonderho
come fo mean cod
ing satisfaction
feminine membersof my brood,
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£} RICHMOND HOSIERY MILLS, ROZ3VI34, GA,

. g i o e o b
CENUING ey : .

b £l s
e it e

e d

aj/'&cwgy&.&
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Tue Beauiy, era

Trauk's 3 ears of .
wof

ness of these riugs conees

wehiowledied leadership in the cra
fine vings for those who know and waat

e best, .

Chauge Bicaonm pricen begin ac §10.00 for

Voeddiag Hinga, $55.00 fur Fazarement Jinga,

Jing tax. Write for iilusur
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