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Genius of the Atom Bomb

Julins Robert

TR, J. ROBERT OPPEN-
HEIMER, .« GEN1US IN
physics, was 8 years old

ted fronm his

when he w
university cl «
Manhattan project
veloped the atonuc bomb and
brought World War II to an
end. To triends :ind associates
he was known as “Oppie”

staring the hee-

Man t ¢ days when
t~ was admin-
in the i: trator, scien-
i3t and diplo-
News wat of  the

super-secret boritb project.

Dr. Oppenheimer wore 2
brown pork-pic hat in his
travels between groups of sci-
entists working on the proj-
ect. Frequently the hat was
hung in Jaboratories and offi-
ces as a syuibui ithat he was
at hand.

On Aug. 6, 1143, when the
first uranium bomb pulver-
jzed Hiroshima tne War De-
partment annovnced that Dr.
Oppenheimer *:s to be cred-
ited with a‘hieving the
implementation of alomic en-
ergy for military purposes.”

Troubled by Success

Dr. Oppenheimer was
among ihe muny scientists
troubled by this; enormous ac-
complishment that had loosed
such an awesome force upon
mankind. Not long ago he
remarked that scientists had
come, because of this experi-
ence, to know simn.

Yesterday it was disclosed
that Dr. Oppenheimer, INOW
director of the institute for
Advanced Study mn Princeton,
N.J., will receive the Fermi
Award, the naighest honor
conferred by tiie Atomic En-
ergy Commission.

Dr. Oppeniiecimer rarely
makes public appearances. At
scientific meetings he speaks,
with diffidence and modesty,
in a low voice that does not
carry far. His listeners have
to strain to hear his words,
which are ustaliy illuminat-

ing.

Dr. Oppenheimer, a thin
man, is ¢ fee: tall and has
close-cropped Jiair, He chain-
smokes cigare tes.

A Touch of the Poet

In his wriitng he is al-
most a poet, veautifully flu-
ent. He moves gracefully. He
is a scholar and well versed
in eight languages.

J. Robert Oppenheimer was
porn in New York on April
22, 1904. His father was a
well-to-do teitile importer,
who had come to this country
from Germany at the age of
17. His mother was a Balti-
more artist.

At the age of 11 he was
elected to the New York Min-
eralogical Scciety. He at-
tended Ethica: Culture $School
here. In three years he com-
pleted a Harvard College
course summa cum laude. He
studied at Cambridge Univer-
sity in England.

At Goettingen in Germany
he earned his doctorate in
1927 with a thesis on quan-
tum mechanics. It was fin-
ished three weeks after he had
enrolled. In 1929, he joined
the physics 1aculties of the
California In:titute of Tech-
nology in Pasadena and the
University o: California in
Berkeley.
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Physics with poetic flair

Sophocles early. At Harvard
he found Dante and pored
over French literature. The
scope of his erudition is enor-
mour. He knows art and he
knows music. He was an enor-
mously popular teacher with
a wide influence on his stu-
dents.

He came by his interests
in physics early.

Once, it is recalled, he
made an infrequent trip to
the playground as a third or
fourth grader. A child threw
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a ball out of the playground

and the director criticized
throw. But young Robert
calculated the force with
which the ball struck the
sidewalk and demonstrated
that it could not have hurt
anyone.

A Scholar’s ‘Paradise’

Harvard herecalls as an
intellectual paradise.

“I loved it,” he said later.
“I almost came alive, I took
morecourses than I was sup-
posed to, lived in the stacks,
just raided the place intel-
lectually.”

In his teaching days in
California, Dr. Oppenheimer
stuck to the academil life. He
recalls that he had no radio,
no telephone, and he never
read a newspaper or a cur-
rent magazine. His friends
were faculty people from
Pasadena and Berkely-—sci-
entists, classicists and artists.

“I was interested in man
and his experience,” Dr. Op-
penheimer said later. “I was

deeply interested in my sci-

ence,
standing of the relations of
man to his society.”

In 1940 he married Kath-
erine Puening. The Oppen~
heimers had two children,

4-80313R6080408 20001~

but I had no under- !
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| Oppenheimer Selected
To Get Fermi Aw

3y Howard Sin

Staft Reporeer

Lo
¢ J. Robert Oppenheimer, controversial . icini: :Acmmsl,i
‘has been selected to reccive the $50,000 “crmi Award—j
lhe Atomic Energy Commission’s lugie witor, 3t was,

“learncd last night. .
| Oppenheimer, who lost the
}1‘ight lo do secret work for UvC o ised |
[the Government in a cele- Questions . wwere raised|
brated security case in 1954,'ahout nesoop sition Lo the|
jwas picked unanimously J'm"dm,p(pp ues oo tee hydrogen!
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[Amcrlcan scientis(s. g froee 30w qoestions split
The award was endorsed, (e scienti! grunueitly and
again unanimously, by the pres- e woreds 1 hiave sol been

ent Atomic Energy Commis-
ision and was approved hy .
| President Kennedy. The  A¥E pnied  security
| The Fermi award, which is clearance ©+ Gppeniwmer by
rgiven  for “especially meri-a 4 1o [ v.ooe in 1854 Three
}tm‘ious contribution to the de-:of the rou: T conanigsion-
jvelopment, use or control ofiers -- Chus rian  Lowis L.
atomic cnergy,” goes to Op-.Strauss. Jogene M. Zu(,’k(.‘l't"
penheimer for his contribu-and Josepr ampbeli~based
tions, to theoretical nuclear {heir deciive on the cone!
physies and for his leadership  clusion tha  Gppenheimer had!
in developing both the atomiC'[shnwn “fundamental defects”
bomb and peaceful applications)of character, and “wilful dis-'

tolally hea

af atomic energy. Iregard o security  obliga-’
Oppenheimer’s selection willifions. I fourth mzl'urityj
be viewed by many as repre-imember  va.  Commissioner|

senting a desive by the present |'Phomas b © urray. i
Administration ta redress whatl  Cemmis orer Hemry D
some consider & previousiSmyih  voied  for Oppens
wrong, henmer, b clering that “he s
Tt also has led to specwlation ! eomny weir bl
that Oppenheimer might be; The () riheimer decision
quested to do seeret work jauded oo ARCs lap in
r the Government, which;1gi¢  afte  President Eisen
would automatically make himilgwer hi suspended Oppen-
;a candidate for mew security hoymer's choarance  pending
clearance. The award self yeview of charges against the
' does not reinstate Oppenheim-: cicntist, voospecial  three-
er’s sccurity clcarance meriher toard < rehuded
¢ The wartime scientific di-,unan.mou Is i RMay, 1954,
rector of the Nation’s Manhat-; tat Oppenteimer was a loval
|tan Project for building the'citiver, bt it voted 2 wo
first  atomie bomb lost his|agaime: s g hi
‘C]C@l‘ance after a lengthy and|¢learance he ALCS dect-,
jacrimonious hearing to deter-fsion tollo vl in June.
{mine whether he was a secur-  Informed sources yesterday
|3ty risk. said ihat Sirauss, atong withy
;, Essentially Oppenheimer's yiner former AEC chairmen:
ijudgment as regards security and men-hers of the Joint
was called into question be-' Congressional  Committee on
1cause of h1§ association with Atomic 1 nergy, had been ine
French scientist Haakon pormed of the deeision tol
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