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WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
MEMORANDUM

2 August 1946.

!

MEMO FOR: Gen. Vandenberge

Attached is your copy of
the memo to the Secretary,

which was given to him yesterday.
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1 August 1946,

MEMORANDUM FORs The Secretary of War,
SUDJEGTe  Huelear Intelligence.

There is noed to re-ovaluate the intelligence nspects of the
Manhattan Engineerdms District, particulsrly in the 1ight of tho ege
tablishment of & National Intelligence Authority, and there 13 need
for a firm intramilitary understanding before the enactment of control
legislation on nuclesr flssion,

It would seem to me that our Yar Nepartment Director of
Intelligence, ONI, and the State Department should not be proseribed
from active pursult of intellipence leads in the fiscld of nuclear
fission, whother the information be of importance for military or
cilvilian purposes, Not only should these agencles be free to piek
up-such intolligensce in the normal course of their activities, but
they should ho directed to pursue such intelligonce,

There 1s at the moment no field of forelgn intelligence of
more vital importance to our national pecurity than that of muclear
developmants, The intense foreign activity in this field, both for
ailitsry and industrial purposes, is one which we must monitor with
81l the resources which we can rmuster,. In ordsr most affectively to
marshal our intelligence resourcos for this task, there is nsed of
competent and suthorltative coordination between the varions agencles,
“hile the over-all responslbility for this task is vested, by Iresi-
dentlel dircetive, in the Director of Cenival Intelligenco, who is
charged with the "correlatlon and evaluation of intellipence relating
to national security", the various national intelligence agencies,
including those of the War, State and Navy Departments, should be
nost alert Lo those aspeots of tlds problem falling in their spheres.

I wnderstand the Manhatten Engineoring District holds that

a verbal directive from the Prosident prohibits it from giving any
Informatlon or intelligence on forelgn activities in tho field of
nuclear flssion to any outside agency, as for example, ithe Joint
Intelligenco Comaittee, the Liraclor of Intelligence, or the Director
-of Central Intelligence,, Thers has been under ognsideration for
several months a recommendation to you from the Joint Chiefs of
Staff (JC3 166l and JCS 1664/1) that you recommend to the President
that he lmsue the following directive to the Uirecter, Manhattan

i sering Districts - .
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#l. I dealre that you maka available to the Joint Chiefs
of 8taff all intelligence and information relating to the
gsapabilities and intentions of nations other than the United
States, the United Kinpdom, and Canada regarding atomic warfare.
I further desire that the MVanhatian Englnsoring Mastrict assist
‘the intelligenco agency of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to the
fullest extent in the latter's waluatian of the capabilitiaa

) m iumnbim of ttwaa natiana, :

- w2, The mwmwnts for implemnting this directive should
be made ciirectly with the Joint Intelligema Gommittee of the

T take i'l:. timt beqoyaa the officers of the Manhattan Enginem'ihq
District state that the President's verbal directive gives completie
- Autharity in these matiers to General Growves, it is felt that the only
relief could come from Fresidentisl directive. On the other hand, I
 undergtand {rom my recent conversstion with you that you are able to
~dirmt ‘such action without recourse to the President. If my undor—
is correct, ihis course would uarbainly save valuable time

i ;,’,wm msm pﬂp.r“cmﬁ

S Y w mt.em ;mu 10 ‘h:rmt tha.t thia pmpoaad dimativa

__ hes already had the approval of Admirals Nimitz and leahy, and 1s
- presently under discussion in the War Depariment, preparatory to con-  /

sideration by the Chief of Staff, It scems to me that not only is it V
 highly desircble that you issue the sbove directivs, or its equivalent,

but also that it should be made clear through appropriste channels
tb,at our various normal intelllgence agencles should be free to pick

gar fission Jipgence, I ha:m in m.nd :‘omign mtamgenea,

fmlmiw of the United mm a.nd Ga.nada

- 7This would not bar the léaxm,at't.am Engineering Digtrict from
baving iis own intelligenoe egency in much the same way as the technicol
services have thelr own technical intelligence sgencies, however it
would serve to coordinate intelligence oporations in this field by

. subje > them to proper over-all administrative control,  Without -

" ‘some such definitive interrelationship the position of the Director
ot Central Intameance, for example, is mub:lguoun.

in the NIA Directive Mo, 1 the Director er
operates in nouordama w:u'oh the rollming

i R
g

instru _ﬁiana:

B o# B #

s bo W8, Suh intelligence received by the intelligence agencies
‘ ot your Dopartments a8 may be designated by the National

G ekidelldgence Authority shall be freely svailable to the Dirsctor

of Contral Intelligence for correlation, evaluation or diasemi-

nation. To the extent approved by the National Intellivence
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Intelllrance, the Director of lans and Operations, and the Dirsctor of
Researeh and Development, nach of these individuals must have access

to such information on cuxr own developments as is requisite to carrying
out thelr respective responaibilitios. Thus, those responsible for
intellirence shonld have nceess to sueh Nanhattan facte as may hove a
haarine an thelr offectnal cvalnetion of lovelsn intellirence In this
{lolde ‘Whe Uirector of llans and Operatlons should have accoss to such
information on our own muclear developments as are relevant to strategic
plaming, to loristies, and to operational wse. Corresponding considera
tions apply to the Director of Rescarch and Development, with reapect

to his responsibility for dirscting our developmental efforts; elther

he 1 or he is not responsible for the over-all direclion of our roe
search programl

In sach of those cagez there is the difficult, bubt not insolveble,
problem of declding just how much each of these individuals must know in
order to carry out their responsibllitles, and of the extent to which
they may call in experts from thelr ovm shops in makin: use of this
informutions Any case in which these declsions can not be arrived ai
by rtunl clve-and~toke csn ond shondd he resolved by the Chief of Stodl
oy il neecssury, by the Decretary of ware .
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