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22 Hay 1951

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT DIREBCTOR FOR SPECIAL OPERATIONS
SUBJECT: ‘"Communist Party Capabilities Under ¥Wartime Conditions”
25X1A2g

1. Subject report is a useful document e¢learly based on
sound factual informstion. Among other things it reveals the
geps in our knowledge of Communist capebilities in certain coun=
tries and aress. It is believed thal similar surveys on other
geographical areas, partioularly on strateglcally immortant areas,
would serve good nurpose.

2, With regard to the present report, it is felt that in
dealing with the Africsn regime more sosount might have been
tsken of the role of nationalist movements whish are being
surrently exploited by the Communists. The mounting interest of
the USSR in demying African resourdes to the Wast will probably
lead to inereasing attempts at Commnist infiltration and control
of local nationalist movements.

3, It is suggested that in futare reports of this type the
following additional aspects should be eonsidered:

{(a) information about whatever is known eoncerning
existing eonnsetions between Communist groups
and USSR or Satellite missions or agents;

{b) sn estimate of area capabllities, since Comrmnist
espabilities in one country present only part of
the pisture, This is partisularly so in the
Hiddle Eest where a ocmbination of Commnist groups
from the various Arab states might well change
eur svaluation of Commnist potentialitiss when
sompared with those in individual countries,

WILLIAM L. LANGER
Assistant Director
Hational Esgtimates
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TO :  Acting Chief, Estimates Staff DATE: 10 May 1951

25X1A9a  prom ﬂant Director, O/NE

sUBJECT: Comment on SO study on Communist Party Capsbilities under
War Time Conditions

1, Thils is a worth while report. It would indeed be useful
to initiate surveys on other geographicel areas, particularly
thoge in strategically important areas.

2. The report has also & negative usefulness in that it shows
the gaps in our knowledge of Communist capsbilities in certain
countries and areas, and there gra considereble gaps.

3. The factual information in the report is sound, Only in
the African area this reviewer fesls that reference should have
been made to the role of nationalist movements which are being
exploited by Communists, There is perhaps too much optimism
because Communist Perty strength in Africa seems negligible,
Inroads have been made, however; end the mounting interest of
the USSR in denying Africa's resources to the West will no doubt
lead to increasingly strong attempts at infiltration,

4e It is suggested that in future reports of this type the
following additional aspects be discussed:

(g) information sbout whatever is known concerning
existing connections between Communist groups and USSR or
Satellite missions or agents;

(b) an estimate of area capabilities, since Communist
capebilities in one country present only part of the picture.
This is particularly so in the Middle East where a combina~
tion of Communist groups from the various Arasb states might
well change our evaluation of Communist potentialities when
compared with those in individual countries.

25X1A%9a
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reports will be pratefilly received,

4e Xf there is suffielent interest an attenpt uwill te made to
sxpand this saries of reparts, aam;mlzismw
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