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Athens
‘Secretary of State
; ‘AM 'WV Ogtéber Jg, h p m;

I wilsh tovﬂall Departmanu 3 atterticn to Van ok €wr‘ﬁ; ‘
telegram L-412% Octeber 1T contalning recommendaticn as
to size and “u&ctiu,u of British MlWiygf Missicn io

W
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Greece in’ responge to P@partment Army reguest o

~views on thils mattier. in general Is LurﬂﬁgTy QpU?O'
reconm“nﬁatiaﬂ: ¢on td Ine:d therein, particularly those
u estimg immediate and drastic reductions in == ongtn'
BNM G). However, in interest of m;irf.*uiab Americe,
.Bpitish partnership ia military assistance %o uravob,

; ich I presume iﬁ‘htill ,@partmpntf“ Loligy, X SUEEeSs t
that 1vad*at“ ste
Washington and Lowdvn, epPLainw funoiicn“ not only off
‘Americans and Brit*ﬁh Ly Missions but Air and Haval
| issiap§ga well, 1 l“u points out in some detatl
- with- regard to the Army and offers gener al sugg—bblons
which I uonsider axvepfau‘& concerning Air Force and
Navy. General agreemert would eliminate duplicatlon
and overiapping 3r Purictions and would p”epd?“ the

way for sizesble “rduoixcna Ln all Amox can and British
‘Military Missions in Greece with cons equent savings not
only in doilar but in u?SCth buiget as well. Greek
War Ministry ‘or FY 1950, for exdmplo carries ohargc
of 14 billion drachna fu~ British Military Missions,
b? far ldrgeqt of vhich is Army group,‘

As sﬁgge ted defl Th ot Sp“teﬁoe 23, I weﬁcmneﬂd

question of ma“n,uavimg FrLti sh Briggde in Greecs
be given renewed ecns Ceration. In a«t; pwehtn p‘ef
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1,& release instructions on file
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be faken to reach agreemertiejween .
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5 #AMAG 77yvOctober 19, 4 p.n., from Atnens

this brigade may have helped to deter Communists from
attempting any mcves agalnst urban centers, parti-

~cularly Salonika, but possibility such Communist action

now remote. It seems to me doubtful that present Britilsh
Brigade in Greece would be any deterrent to full-scale

aggression by Soviet satellites, - Purthermere, I do not
believe that the disposition and plans for this brigade

#nylsage lts serving as cadre or providing bridgehead .
For despatch of larger British forces in caze outbreak
of war. DBrigade 1ltself results in no direct charge on
Greek budget or Amerlcan aid but constitutes a drain on
British resources with no particular benefit and affords
opportunity for Communists'® propaganda to ceplet Greece
23 under foreign occupation, Uithdrawal of brigade, to-
gether with reductior of British and American Military
Missions,are lecgleal steps in view of altered military
situation and may serve to increase feeling ol gelf-
rellance we are attempting to foster among the Greeks.
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MAM: IMT

Note: Pasced 4o Army Department 10/20/49, 5:10 a,m. EMB

i {1 SECRED




