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To Fre. Floriano Roneeri, TgiAio '‘rria Foshiln,
Tentile ™all, and to my Adeer Confreres Giusenpe
andreatta, Jtanislso Rosrato, Enifanio Csrdin,
who asuffered with me for two years under Come

munism in China, T dedlicate these few pages of

memories,

I left Genoa on “ay 22, 1948, erriving at Shanghal on
July 16. I reached Yosimien on Zentember 23, together with
Br. Enifanlo and Br., Stenislao,

At the recuest of M¥ons. Velentin, Bishon of Ksngting,
toward the end of February 1949, I went to Ksngting (Tatalenlou)
to study the Chinese language.

On June 4, I returned to iosirien, where we declied
te build our convent as soon as »ossible. In fzct, on
October 5, 1949, on the land bourht by PFr, Tlacido Alblero,
we 1l21d the foundetions of our new convent, on "lans by and
under the euservision of Fr. Tgidio ¥, Fnghin,

At that time 1 waze recuested to go to Loutingklso to
renlace Fr. Heng who wre absent; I went there on November 21,
renaining untll Necember ©,

I returned to the leproscrium by the route around the
mountains to the northeenst of “oasimien: a trin of some
200 kms. touching ¥osl~ien = lLoutingklaso = Waasekeou =
Kangting = Yskiakhen « “osimien,
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Ihe devil's provhecy: "*You shall see the dead flying through
Ihﬂ E:Ela
On December 7, 1949, I woes in lToutingkiao when I heard

for the first time thst the Governor of Siksng had come out
in favor of Communism, betraying the rrovince. 3ince no
rositive informntion waas anvailable, on December 9, on foot,
of course, I set out for Kangting., There was an atmoephere
of great tension and, for one reason or snother, everyone
went about armed. I arrived in Kengting on December 10.

On December 12, 194%, early in the morning, nosters
were sffived tc the wolls of buildings in the city proclalme
ing Governor Liou's allegiance to “ao! There were no in-
cidents in the city. T recall thut the Vice Bovernor ine
vited sbout forty Chinese snd Tibetan chieftains to & con-
ference for the economic irprovement of the region. The
Bishon, Yons. Valentin, wre also invited. I stsrted off
a few days luter Tor Yosimien, leaving Ksngting perfectly
calm,

For the remaining nart of Tecember and most of January,
1ife in Mosimien was one excltement sfter znother in view
of the rumors of marening armies, vartiesns in action,
brigande bent unon concuering this or that reclon. Lverye
one in “osimien wss niding hie exrthly ncssessions Or was
taking tnem to the mountzins, The men of the village took
turns in puarding the mountailn pasces. Cn the eveninyg of
January 11, 1950, the —eonrle »f the town were wiven official
orders to "eleer with your clothes on! because of the ine
minent dsnger. I saw alaso some ~ocr neonle coming from the
tanoukeou valley, garrying thelr scenty houaehold articles
on their shouldere and secking refuge in Mosimlen,

The
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The threats came from Yunnan, Setchouan and Sikang.
There were rumors of Nationalist plans to take back Sikang;
of Comrmunist intentions to occupy it militarily; of common
brigands, who rre always ready to take advantage of any
chaotlic situstion., As usual, the news was often crtastrovhic,
contradictory &nd unconfirmed. Toward the miidle of January,
all dunger secmed to have parsed so far as Mosimlen was
concerned, and the povulation regnined its composure.

We were busy building our convent, and realizing that
the tiles for 1its roof would have to be transnorted from
the Lamag brickyard to ‘tengtse, we decided tc build an
sutnentic wheelcart, Fr. Tecorarc in Kaneting made avalle
able to us the iron rimes and the axle, and I received orders
from our Sunerior to go there with our mule and bring them
to the convent on muleback, In msny vliaces the mule path
on the Yakiskhe (4,500 m,) wes litereslly a sheet of ice,
and even by bresking the ice hére and there with a heavy
iron pick T enuld not rrevent myself and the mule from
falling aeveral times on the treacherous ice,

I remained in Ksnpting for two Adays.

The city was in an indescribable state of anxlety and
trepldation, Ideces were confused-=-economically, nclitieslly
and militarily eneaking, Inflstion was c-mplete; later,
nowever, the Netionellsts relieved 1t by restoring use of
the silver dollar,

I returned to Mosimien on January 21, cfter an extrsmely
cold night spent, with my eyes wide open, at Taek'iao in
the Yakiskhen foreat. Qurs was the first wheelcart ever
‘built in the Mosimien valley,

It was during this period that I noticed an imnressive

number of strange poor neonle wandering from one town to
another;
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another; they would enter, without much ceremony, the homes
of the local peoole, esnecislly those of Euroneans, often
nretending to flounder in leeving it =nd, instead of making
for the entrance, trying to ruin access to some cuteof-the-
way room, The streetg were unueuslly busy and peonle would
start out on long trins on the least nrovocation, In the
Yakiskhen forest I met a welleAressad man who told me that
he wae golng to a Jlegtent town to present a friend with &
rarrot; howvever, s we traveled along, I wns survriesed to
gee hlm c: refully questioning my servant, for almost two
hours, about the rFathers and the 3isters in the Yosimien
valley.

It hae wlways been the custom in “oeimien to stage,
on the 18th day of the first moon ¢t the Chinese year, a
sueclal orocession whereln a man, in the oublic street,
infllcts uvon himself a head wound, intending thus to atone
ror the eine of 811 msnkind, 7Tt is g»1d that on this oc-
csslon the mon 1a actually nossecsced by the Aevil; thet 1s
why he is oalled ¥Bamkolil (devil or deron) snd during the
nrocegsion he is asked to feorecrst the future, That pap-
ticulayr dey I heard him announce: “’n the coming months
you shall see the dead flying throueh the air!?

I should like to assy tnat st that very moment the
peaceful reonle of “osimien begsn to ro Throush a series
of exveriences the equul of which they hsd never aeen or
imagined before,

. few daya before, in the evening, 7 huad met & man whe
had & desp wound in hie head; ne wus goline to VYosimien snd
had been wounded, sc he ssid, when he wag attacked by brisunds
in the iaxlsakhen region,

Now,

1. . TAICTED
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Now, when the fnmﬁus ¥A.Koul nrocession wis over, &
mun wes arrested in the murket nlace at ¥osimien who was
14sntified as one ~f these brigsnds, Without much ado,
he was thrown into jall and kent there under heovy puard;
later he was subjscted to a brutsl and viol=nt examinsti~n.
The ~oor fellow "had* to confass 1n accordsnce with the
wishes of the interrosctors, an’ when he Ajansre=d with
them, he was brdly beuten, & number of relntives and
friends of the unlucky bripgund wanted to intervene in his
behalf snd take uvp his defense befors the court; bdbut when
they arrived the roor fellow had rlrsady Alsd as a result
of the severe bDengting, The incident was followed by dis-
ntea, ~1szas to ths courts and threats: finally the man was
buried with 11 hénara and &11 wom forsntlen,

ipon theresfter, & dozen Or o srmed men, led by one
{ang, mede thelr sooearsnce in Hosimien. They were vVery
soung, boisterous men, resly to 1ay the —srt of feerless
thkeves or bris-nds as well #e that of hercic gnldiers,

fney came te the “ispion apd ngked whether we needed

rotection in view of the Adrngerous times; all they wantead
g 1 oowl of rice to ert nnd n vleee to gleen, when we
e ld et pecs t thelir offer, they went beeck to the town
end et un cener trnere, (NP risnt, one of thene men, evident=-
iy wilth evil Intertione, broke into ore of ihe loesal homes,
4 »nen an old lady in the= hruree tried to bor his wey, he
forma b hep.  Coptunstely, the 014 indy escsed with a

st ALy wonnded hand which neeced the redicrl csre of

sp. “tanlrleo every day for tvo rnonths.

‘Tter this regrettsble incident, the brave defenders,
ferring the CONseNIENCeSs, went away.

After
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ifter they hnd left, some two hundred men of the 24th
srmy came to the regien, They were fakrly well clothed ard
armed, "Thelr comr&nder seemed to be & nice fellow: in
fact, he waw to it that many »f his men received tkeatment
against the orium hebit, 'ster on we were able to underes
stend the freme of mind of these soldiers;: moet cf them
lived in the hope of being able to return to a free life
aud took any ceceglon thct presented itself tc run away.
“¢turelly, the officers had no «lternstive: the firing
srund for the Aesertere, /eény times we attended, helpless,
the executlione., Tn the averuye, some ten men were executed
each wonth, and whenever the rangs becnme too depleted,
the young men of the region were czupht in veritable drag-
nets snd forced to replace them, There were also those who
Jeined the unit aa volunteers; generally they were malade
Justed »ersons, or werscns of looge morals imbued with san
autnentic desire for edventure, e hsd the imnression of
ceeing once arfuin the famous "comvanies of adventure® of
cur *iddle Ages., Theoreticnlly, thece men were in the
service of the provernment, from which they even resceived
certuin sllowances; actually, however, they were ~uite ine
derendent and self-governing; they were soldiesrs of fortune
ready to holst any fleg,

4t Cnengtu we had seen Chisng Kalesnek's soldiers.
Iheir behavior was nerfect zand sdniraeble; they could comosre
favorsbly with any Lurovesn ermy; but the men of the 24th
semy we gaw in Mareh 1850 in “osimien were not men thst
would inspire cne with confidence, even grantec the benefit
of unfortunate clrcumatances.

{ften the officers would mest secretly with the 1nocal
lordlings, »lotting with them, scanning the strength of the

vsrious nsrties and exchanging advice, Yvery day we watched
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with anxiety the flag of these two hundred soldiers, fear-
ing that it might be re;laced at any moment by the led Siar.

Meanwhile, a few nundred nationaliets had come down
from the north and reccmtured Kanrting amid the rejoicing
of the »onulation., Only a handful of theee ren, about
twenty of them, came sp far os voginien; accordinz to some,
they had come with orders to secure enlistments from the
local youth, put according to others, thelr task wxs to
watch the behavior of the twe inundred men of the 24th Army.
st that particular time, the nati~nalista had axcellent
weunons and were well clothed, but they were short of am=-
munition. Ye noticed that no exchange of views took nlace
between them snd the men of the 24th Army.

Towsrd the middle of March 1950 there were rumors to
tne effect thet the Communist army wes slowly aAvenoling
toward Sikang, bent unon conauering Tibet, &a in fuet was
the cere., The meetings bet-een the civilian chieftalins of
the ‘osimien vslley and the officers of the 24th Army were
more frecuent, an® a number of trueted men were sent out
hers sn? there to seek relisble inforwstion. The renulae
tion fled en masae to the mountains,

Finally ve learned thrt, hsving secunied Loutingklao,
the Communists were driving towsrd Kangting to glve buttle
to Ysng's bands and were meeting with stuboorn reslstance
in the lagsexeou gorges, Uut rumor hed 1t that the Comm
wunists {orced the civilizn —onulntion to m rch in front
of their regulsr troops, znt that the o» ositlon had withe
drswn in order to oprevent carnnge.

"he Nrtlonaslists were mleading for am—unition; we saw
several .lunes crulaing in the sky over us, Could 1t be

that
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thet Chilang Kal-shek's lzneg had mlssed the lccatlon of
Kangting?.... The fact 1s th:t their attemnte o 4rop supe
nlies were unsuccersful, A ~uentity of eur-lles vere
dronned in Kangting, but when the city w~as alresdy oom-
wletely in the hands of the red troone. The lIsxticnaliasts
had withdrawn towsrd Yunnan.

Cn the Saturdsy .receding the Iserion Eunfay in 1980,
we saw the 24th rrmy, with 1tas Letilonalist flsg flying 1n
the wind, on its way toward ihe Yaklskhen Tass. 'ec»le
were heard seying: *They o to helv Ysng and the Hatlone
alistes, against the Comwuniats,'

~nd they went, taking with them a number -f hcstsages
because of certain dis;putes which had arisen Juring their
stay 8t “osimien, when the lcsal meonle had Decome ac~
customed to &rrests snd executions on the slighteslt nrovocse
tion.

I snall never forget the im-ression I received when
1 discovered, on the execution grounda, thst ths estains of
numan blood, with which the ground ls socked, rerain there
for months and months!

The twenty I tionalists did not go., Aa far as we
knew, tney, too, had decided to withdraw towsrd Yunnan the
followling day.

Came the next day, ~sesiocn Sunday of 18560, nd with
it the true beginrning of our esubjection to .ao Tse-tung.
1t was a bloddy dayl....

At the Yakiskhen T"ase, the men of the 24th hirmy be=-
trayed their old flsg snd unfurled the Fed Star, Many
inhabitente of Kansting hed trken refupge on that nage awalte
ing the end of the fiehting for the clity of Kanesting, and

when
RESIRICLLD
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when the sudden anpearance rom beh&énd of two hunired nen
flying the Communist flug throw them into & state of naenle,
they avandoned everything wnd fled towerd the wilderness
of the xmountalng and velleys,

it was sald &t the time thet many children were lost
in toe confuslion znd fright.

s1thout firing-one single unnt, the men of the 24th
Army reaped an sbundant «nd excellsnt booty, Later they
retraced thelr way to ¥osimien and set un esnp at Lamskeou,
steyineg there until the Comusunlete, who suovorted them
generously with money, orfered them to take off for Chengtu.
e learned afterwsrds thet. in the lanechan mountains, these
men had Aigavpesred becsuse they found no attrsction in
working fpr the new mszters,

Thus passed the remnant of the 24th Chinese ,rmy!

siille this waas taking nlesce on the Yakiakhen Fass,
bursts of machine-gun fire in the 'osimlen valley guve the
silgnrl tTo the Lolos, as agreed, and tne twenty ihetionallsts,
who had nlready Regun tr witharaw, were ouresuced rclentlessly.
Some of them esconed srfely, cthers were suved by the interw
vention of the chleftain of ceimlien; but eight of them,

)

surrounded in & greove near Ot:.ngtse, rore ruthlesaly
sisupghtered. The grove waa set on fire &nd, as the men
cume out of 11, they were imrmedirtely asssacred, Three
persons were particuleriy reaconsible for the curn:ige:
oneg seantong, one Centetse, and the Ly chieftein of the
villsere of lames,

Variocus verslions were given of the reasons for the mass
slaughter. According to some, the twenty Nutlonslists had
become danygerous to the 1ife of certain village chieftalns;
sccording to others, the masracre had taken nlace in order

for
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for the population to gain the good graces of the Communists.
ierhars there was some truth in both versions.

We of the Catholic Church condemned the cccurrencs,
and Fr., Zgidio ¥. Foghin took the initistive of burying the
bodies of the unfortunste lintionallsts which were strewn
over the hill overlooking tne stream and vere alresdy beling
caten by the vultures and euglea,

The Communists lost no timd in exoressing their oninion
of the carnage, observing that China had bsen unjustly
deprived of eight families. Some of the men who were killled
had relstives near Jagaan (Yakow) who made no secret of
tneir indignation and Aegire for revenge.

Thus, on the “osimien "Hlatesu, the clenched rist was

roleed in blond ns a sign of greetings!

DAYS O £CH TIOR

The manner in which the Communist scldiers -resented
themselves in “osimien is interesting. One certaln day we
had & glimpse ol three of them, nerhans sent nurrnosely to
exnlore the situsntion:; s week later we ssw the arrival of
sbout one hundred in verfeot military formstion. They were
greeted with all the honors due an aray of liverntion. The
chieftuins of the *ugimien valley humbled themselves to
fetch hot water for them so Lhat they might bothe, and
cnuxed for them, Then, tne soldiers s»ent thet whole even=-
ing singing and aaking merry, and the following morning we
round out thst they had left early, nfter nlastering the
walls of the villsre houses with inscriptions einging vralses
to #2¢ Pese-tung, to universal nesce, to world brotherhond,
to the “rotectlion they would give to ali=ns, to freedom of
religion, etc., etc.; however, on close scrutliny one could

detect
A d .
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detect the devil's whigkers in some ex ressions denylng the
existence of God. This strange behavior wss com~ented unon
with varinus and @ifferent feelings. Hany of those who had
fled to the mountsing returned home when they heard of the
situntion. Zeversl days went by before some soldlers or
Communist Yarty mewmbers, in their typicsl blue uniform, were
azanin seen in the villape. They all came from the province
of Snensl. Cne of them remsined in command, whlle his sube
ordinates were ireplaced every fifteen or twenty days, 80 as
not to allow them to peccme friendly with anyone. They enoke
freely to averyoocdy, helped the furwers in the flelds and
tried to ex-1lsin to them the sowcnlled "soclal »roblems,” of
walch they had never heard before. More or less everybody
was & swll landowner in ‘osimlen,

Lne diwy, intending to setile a dlspute, & group of
personsg WBnt to ses the Comiunist chlief, but he sent them off
gaying: "These wstiters 4o not concern me; you have your own
chief, 2o to him.,* This stuatemsnt disconcerted the voor
fellovas, since everyone wus convinced that the real chlef of
the valley was the Comiunist chlef, and that the old village
chiefteina were nothing more than figureneads remaining there
only as » matter of fourm. D2ut when, 1lster, the Communists
set out to ecllect taxes from esch farlly, thls mysterious
Communiet hesimin threstened to -unish the village chieftain
of logimien if, withln the time limit, everyocne in tne vil-
isge hed not vaild hils ccot te the new government,

#€ &leo received & s-ecific notice: “we Chlnese Com-
wunists “rotect the Puropeans; but we ~re aware cf the ract
thet rou ~re friends of tne Nrtionslists end we say to you
thet, If sou w&nt to live in neace, you must end your relae
tions with the H:otlonellats snd must nnt act as snies!" This

notice
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notice ceme tn us from the Tolice Office of loutingkliao.

It was clear that the Chinese rs well ae Furcpeans had
t~ submit to the control of the Communiat leader, not only
in olitical but also in ecnnomlc matters. Incoming and
outgoing mall was inspected by the Commun!sts. ¥ith the
grestest nonchalance they would enter any home, those of us
Furoneans included, without asking —ermission, and would
nroceed to conduct a veritable search of the rcoms, orening
closet doors and nulling out furniture drawvers. They would
never accept food, or & drink or a smoke, “ie learned later
that they took notes of everything they saw or heard, I
learned also that at the market nlace they showed interest
in finding out whence tnis cr thet  erson came, and if any=-
one ctne Trom remote peglons 1n the mountaing, he wsg sube
Jected to sn endless serles of interrosantions.

i bleckboard wes set up in a nublic scusre, and each
Asy & passage from the rosrel of Marx would be written on 1it.
.hether or not the peounle read .1t ves imrmaterial; the ime
nortant fnect for the Communiste wee to keen on writing 1t,
for socner or later someone wonld read it, Idenn of and
plans for social reforma, often in contradiction with one
another, were tossed st the unwery nchulatlon which beoame
enthusizstic st firast, then bewildered and, finally,
frightened,

The Communists preferred to take cuarters here and there,
go that they wight versonally check the financial condilticn
of this or thst family. And those who chose to stay with the
chieftains of the Hogimien valley ha? a1l the air of wardens
wetching over thelr wards to »revent thelr escsave,

ihenever they needed something, they would come "kin3ly"
to borrow 1t, and we knew that this meant, most of the time,

losing
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losing the thing borrowed. They had a snecial fondness for
wstches, vioctrolas, camsras, radic sets....

Fortunately for us, the word "leprosy" scared the life
out of them and they would ﬁot take anything if we told them
that it had been used by the leners, But, sareclally in the
cage of vietrolas, which they eeemgd to went more than anye
thing elge, it Aid not teke them long to catoh on to the
frct thot we hsd nurrossly brcken them or nut them out of
order,

The Comrunists were narticularly attentive to the
principal chieftains of the valley. They questioned them
on how the conditions of the vonulation might be improved;
they sought their advice on this or that matter, even bestow=
ing uvon them offices end honcorery titles. For instance,
Chief 4Yantong was entrusted with the task of arousing the
enthusiasm of the norulatlion in the struresle ageinst Tibet,
He wvag lster invited to become an offiger of the Communiat
Army, but ne declined such an “onor with the excuse that he
wished to live by working the land like the roor neonle. He
wag one of the richest snd rmost nowerful chiefs cf the valley.

The other chiefs were under the irvression that under
the Comrmunists all you hsd to do in order tc be left 1in
resce was to lower yourself to workinz the land. But it was
not so., The Communista knew, as everyone did, how great was
the nover of those nrtive chieftsinas, esnecinslly Santong's.
A modern Don Rodrige, he made use of the lolos to carry out
his private Aeeigns, and when he had some goal to attain, he
would seek 1t by =ny snd all means. The Comvunists fesred
that he might any moment incite the lolos srd the population
to rebel agalnat tanem. Thus it was that in early July 1¢50,
Sanpong, together with Chief Centetse znd a few others, was

invited
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invited by the Communists to attend a gerles of important
gonferences in the city of Kangting, seat of the province.
T™his wes nothing new; similar meetings had been held before
and the chleftalns had been asked to attend, snd the Com=
munists had already recruited a doren or so farmers {men and
women) and hed sent them to other cities to attend the Com-
munist sbhools. Anywsy, everyone waeg convinced that Santong
and Centotse were destined to a rapid and brilliant career
under the Communiste. JInstead, it was learned suddenly that,
88 they arrived at Kangting in thelr secondary achool, the
two were arrested. Away from Mosimlien, alone, they did not
have any power; they were separsted and cuestioned on their
real or alleged misdecds (the neonle were later told that
Santong had 80 murders on his oonsclience, while Centetse had
no less than 40), were beaten up &and sent to do hard labor,
Other chiefs of the Mosimien region were with them, such as
Regolo, who hed been in his decline for many years. Accorde
ing to rumors, Regolo was found blameless snd wss sent, free,
back to Mosimlen,

Othser important manifestations of the Communist progra’
took nlace in the reocnd half of the year 1¢60. It was no
longer possible to travel freely from one town to another.

At the bersinning it seemed as though thls restriction applied
only to the Europeans, but 1t scon wan evident that it
covered the Chiness algo., £~ snecial nermit wee nacessary to
go from one nlace to another; thue, every town became & 0On=
centration camp in Aisguise. It became very diffiocult to
learn what waes taking nlace elrewhere, and each comnunity wae
cut off from the rest of the world., We ncticed that Jrass
wes growing on the road lerding from ¥osimien %to Lames and

Kengting!

The
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The Communiste then ordered a house-to-house census,
under their control, In order to vractice my Chinese, I
lived for a few months in our Mosimien residence; when I
returned nermanently to “tangtse, & patrol of soldlers wae
sent there to watch my recidence. And Otangtese is only
threeeundeoneshr1lf ikilometers from “osimien! Then they
requested of emoch family a financisl account covering the
1mst three years: what had been the income and the expenses.
Many did not keen records, and in such cases the information
was extracted by long cuestioning. Everything had to be
sccounted for!

There were cac&s where coneone had, in nrevicue years,
been 1iving in ancther house or snother town. In thess cases,
&180, a thorough exsmination wae in order, with the bringing
up of o0ld matters which finally ended with the incredible
verdict: “Gc back where you came from!* It did not matter
whether another family wae s lready there; orders were to be
cbeved and one fanmlly after'another had to move, ad infinitum,
according to the ordere &nd the whims of the Comrunists!

A little bonth was built in the town's socuare where all
complaints, even snonymous ches, cculd be submitted. The
Communists alwsys stated that they would act only on the
basls of Jjuet accusstions. It was natural, thercefore, that
every time one found himeelf irvolved in some rredicament, he
would try to find out who might have been his accuser and the
cause of hig woes., This led to suanicinn, hatred, revenge.

A few months sfter the coming of the Communiste to vowsr, no
one trusted anyone else, no family showed resuvect for another
family or came to its help, Mosimien wag already one of Hell's
antechsmbers, and this wrse only the beginning!

Disliked
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Disliked as we were because of our foreign correspondence,
hindered in our relations with the Bishop in Kangting, and
unable to éollect ahy substantial tributea from the Bishop's
tenants, our concern over being able tq nrovide for the lerers
increased day by day.

3y taking advantage of the fact that the Chinese could
still move about if they held & permit, which at that time
wag easy to secure, a Chinese Sister went to Kangting and
received from the 3isnop a sum of money for the needs of the
lepers, since the Communlsts had stated that they were not
going to worry about them, On her return trip, on the eve of
the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin, her mule stumbled whlle
croesing a small bridge and the puvor nun fell into the whirle
ing waters of the Lamenkuang. Her decayed body was recovered
on Hovember 7. Thus, one more grief was sdded to our anxleties.

Meanwhile, an ediot had been lssued by the Communists:
all wveanons were to be reported, under nenalty of... {(at the
beginning nothing wes said, but it soon hecame clear that
whoever failed to rerort nis weanons was subjlect to military
execution)! The weapons thus collected vera later re=-
Aiatributed to the people-=that is to say, to thoee whom the
Comnuniste trusted.

I no longer remember the exact time: in 1636 there al-
ready was in Mosimien a Communiat who, on the occaeion of
Mao Tse-tung's passing through the town had the honor of nuving
him for dinner in his home, 'When the Communiat came 1into
power, one dsy this man was found desd from poisoning. I
could not say whether it was murder or sulcide,

The situation becsme worse every day because of the Come
munista' insistence on -.oking their nosss into prublic es well
as private affeirs in order to have & hand in everytning

concerning
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concerning the neonle, not only nolitically but also economically
and sgocially. Huny ware those who no longer felt safe, and fled,
4@ figured that there muast hnve been at least fifty of them,
esvecinlly from the Tzaynng area. Those who were csught while
fleelng were sent to »rison. The only ones who still commanded
reavect in the valley seem=d %o be the Lolos, “hen invited to
abandon their customs and uga~es and comcletely adant themselves
to everything Chinese, they, who um to thet time hrd been without
a leader, held a mecting end elected s king, with creat rejolicing
amid fegtivitiee an® jarcdes.

I heard someone suy that it wnpg the Communiets who wanted the
Loloa of Yogimien to heve a leadereking; it mey even be that thils
is true, beecsuse through this king the Cormuniasts later had contrcl
over ali the 1nlos of the valley. Iowever, on that cccesion every=
one wag amazed Lo see th~t not = single cne of the loloe wes withe
out & pun! Perhacg 1t wne becsuse of this that the Ceomrunlets
treated them with every resnect; but 1t wae only a matter of
nrudence, for later they, too, had to submit to the lsws of sharing
the land....

An seknowledgment which nt that time wes on everyone's lips
wne thntla: "THE COMMUNISTS DO BT XILLIY, and in the viried comments
1t was sald that —erhans the prod sense of the Chlnese would in the
end prevsil over the Com~unlet s»irit and chonge it, “thers cone
sidered thls fact n eign of rruilenge: "Te Communist fear an ire
ritsted ~onulstion becruse they nre not yet strong oncugh.¥ It was
s#id that in the “ongkong mountalns, where the misalonary Fr. Charrier
wag estetioned, and in the Youtong valley, nec~le were still free
and willing to fight,

Then one Aay newse came of the wnr in Kores; pideple were whilsperw
ing sbout the iz-ernding sprrival of the Nstionslist troope. The

Yosimien valley was astir, everyone was awure of it and everyone's
thoughts
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thourhts went back to the days of freedom and peace, so suddenly
gone forever. Infect, everycne had forebofinge that what had
taken place thug far wna nothing in compariron with what was yet
to come,

Bunger was rempint here wnd there, The house-to-hruse census
1neluded a detailed inventory of everything one nosressed, include
ing such thinga as cniciiens, And the reonle, In =1lent but elo=-
suent rrotest, killed & great number of chickens. Taxea were then
added to this eystematic process of derauneration: first the taxes
due the old government, then the new taxes needed by the new
rulers.... I saw with my own eyes some femilies who fed themselves
on mecerited tree roote,

~g to religlon, we were not moleated until Christmss of 1850.
on that cccasion the “arlstisns come with unuswal zeel. That
night I went un to the T.ittle %eminary of Lemas snd there I found
the Ly or hesdman of the village of l.amas. He wapn aad as he gsaw
ominous forebodings in the zir. He A1d not know whether or not to
flee. The Comruniste were clready looking for something he could
be ch=rered with., After a)ll, he was s pood Christian, and the
tnought of his wife, a »ious woman, and his five young chlldren
prevalled upon him, and I san see him now as in that holy night he
cald to me in resisnation; *We must have patiencs! 3od knows
everything!"

[Fotstion in pen and ink: "Be natient, hecruse here in FYorthern

Italy I have so many things to 4o each day. Hearty greetlngsi?

T STRICTED
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THE TRIUMCH OF HATRED

At the beginning, the Comruniets engzred in casual converss-
tion here sn” there, on the ~treets, in the hoves, Auring work in
the flelds; but 1ittle by little everyone understond that 1t vas
"necessary® to listen to them. Thus, the fumons lectures became
the ~rder of the Asy, or, to ssy 1t better, the ceople's "dally
bread.” Lately, life was rervlst-2 to this woint: § a.m., rising;
then, ygolng to work in groups (f-r esch prour of ten workers, one
was held resr~onsible for the ork of the cthers® for the whole day;
gt 7 n.m., lecture urtil & ~.m., and often until 11 ».m, These who
wanted to be excused ha” to have a very good reason. The nlghtly
lectures served to keep control of all the men, who were thus pre-
ven*ed from reeting in conventicles,

The bagls of mll sraschees wss, #8 o gonersl rule, hatred: the
hatred of the servent for his mastar, cf the wccr fer the rich, of
the »agan for tae Christien, of the Cilnerse for the Turopean., Very
often, but not nlweys, 1%t wss nopsible to tell from the tone of the
lecture how thinge vere reing, For eximnle, they would say first
thnt foreligners vare to be kieked out; then, they would say thst,
in our work of ecering for the leners, we Aeserved admirstlon and
could not be replaced! 4t evening, every little nlace hxd 1its
lecture on regtilarly scheduled subjectz, Then, once every iwo
monthe or nso, all the renrezentztives cf the =ea0le sere ilnvited %o
several days of real retrest with secret lectures. 'imon thelr ree
turn they were imhued with renewed anthuglasm,

Townprd the end of 1080 the lcetures »3pre in full awing and the
osople had already lost a great ?eal »f the reecect one feels
towsrd hle meeters, hieg nerents, hie elders =nd renerally toward sll
social clusses which Aiffer from his own., I recall the cuse cf a
young boy, one cof nur orohans, who hsd bLeen sdAonted by a maater
crbinetraker =nd whe, scter the rdvent of Communism, talked back to

nis
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his sdortive father and ended by running away from home,

With regnrd to 3antong, vho wss considered p criminal and an
explolter of the neople, rumors bersan to circulate to the effeot
that the peanple were by now strong encugh to try him znd ret the
hand of Jjustice uwon him, 1f they vanted to do so. Indeed it was
not dAiffieult for the Communist leaders, always looking for charges
apainst anvona, to find some rersons who wanted fangtong and others
nut to desth. And so it vas “ecreed!

From ¥angting, ‘angtong, “entetse an® three others were
brought bsck to ¥Yagimien by wey of Louting. On the “okanlin
mountsin, facing Mesimien, Centetse aliphted from his horse and
suddenly A1ved hamdlong into s Adeep ravine., To -revent the other
four from ioing likewlse, they vere tied topether; but shortly
theresfter the escorting soldiers ron into two fupitives from
Mogimien ond, while they were busy arresting them, the four dived
resolutely into the ravine, osreferring that kind of death to the
tortures in the rublic rruers,

in “osimien the whole ro~ulntion wss exmecting them &nd was
A1asnaointed, However, there vere sneecheg just the suang, rerlete
with insults for the risring men; and there were aleo volleys of
munfire, s2 1f The men hed heen there, 1t was the evening of
Januery 10, 19561,

ibout Tebruary 20, the ''nderePrefect of Loutingklao came to
Mogimien on & very confidential miselon, Y¥hen he left, on Februe
ary 25, the lozcasl nrieons were literslly rilled to capacity. We
reclized then that, the valley having been left without actusl
leadere, the Communiats intended to do away with snyone who might
possibly become & leader in csse of an insurrection. Among those
geized were the ruler and the head of the villape of lesmas, both of
whom nnd been tried by the neonle's court and found "innocent of

any guilt,*

After
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isfter many days of concern over their lot, on March 1% &
number of rersons, among whom was Ly, the head of the village of
Lamas, were brought, barefoot, to a large fleld. They were tled
to roles and the no~uletion was invited to show 1ts wreth at them
by snitting in their faces, insulting them, slapping them, throve
ing pails of boiling water at them,... This revolting scené wae
also witnesred by the children. Finally, at 1:00 »n.m,, the coup
de grace wes administered on the nepe ~f the neck to each of the
dcomed persons, Soon thereafter, the Franciacan Sisters Missione
ary of Mary, who har—ened to pass by, ran into a horror-atricken
lad who begred them to show 1im which one was his father, for he
wanted to kiss him one lset time, It was Ly's 1ittle boy; he
could no longer recognize his own father, for the death blow on
the nzpe of the neck had berdly dlsfigured the unfortunate men.

Crying was not nermitted during the executlions because 1t was
locked uron as & sign of disanproval! A woman who was eeen crying
wae sent for 15 days at hard lsbor! %hen the executlons were
over, the dead bodies were left there for thelr respective rela=
tives to take them and bury them with full ceremony, if they so
wished.

The goeshead signal hsed been pilven, and from that day there
were executions at least every other wveek.

Our hearts ached every time we met grouns of three, four or
more grief=worn women who tried to console one another over the
disapnearsnce of their beloved ones., WYe figured that the number
of those who hrd been executsd in rublio in “osimien must have
been at least thirty.

Fleelng became almost imrossible in the winter of 1950-61. At
the rmountain naseses and here and there along the roads and beaten
paths the Communists had »rlaced gentries, or sgents of the rarty,

or other trusted persons--men and women, Anyone who passed by wés

stopned
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stopped and cuestioned: where waes he coming from? where was he
going to? what &id he have with him? etc., etec, I shall not
forget very easlily the insolence with which a woman addressed me
a8 I had almost reached the entrance to the Little Seminary of
Lamas: “Where ure you going?"® I 4id not renly and went on; to
her angry vrotests, as I was entering the Jeminsry, I retorted in
Italian: "3o Jump into the lake!" Evidently she was satlsfied
when she saw with her own eyee where I was going.

In order to leave the town it waa necessary to have a permit
lassued by the Party. These road controls had also ancther nHurnose:
that of preventing the rich (actually, though, everybody) from
hiding thelr treasures in the mountains or elsewhere in their ef-
forts to save them from the rapaciousness of the new masters.
“Pressures® meant gold, silver, money, Jewels, clothing, opium,
food, dry goods, farm ;ools, weapons; in other worde, everything.
Everything now belonged to the State, and no one had the right to
keep anything for himaelf,

The military aspect of the struggle kept apace with politieal
procedure: the ponuletion would be roused to enthuslaem by the
promlse th&at within rfive years Communism would rule over the entire
world, To us Italians they spoke Adirectly: "Soon we shall go to
liberate Italy also.* 1In 1960 there was much talk about the war in
Tibet and the forthooming conguest of India. But no further men-
tion was made of Indla in 1951, However, at least two celebrations
were held in rejoleing over the conqgueat of Tibet. I remember one
of the episodes of this war: suddenly the news was shread that the
Communist armies in Tibet were in difficulty; mules and horses werse
dying from hunger, the men were dying from cold, Tveryone was
rforced, in Mogimien also, to turn in a pronortloned cquantity of
firewood and rice straw, to be delivered in all haste to colliection
centerawwthe straw for the horsges and the firewcod to warm the
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Of the war in Tibet we knew only whatever rumors circulated
among the neople: nothing‘certain and official.

One Jday, it sesmed that the Comruniats had suffered & severe
defeat near Bateng. Reinforcements, marching without rest night
and 4day, were sent there within a few days; but then everything
returned to normal,

About Xorea, it was being sald at one time: ifne Americans,
kneeling down, have asked us for peace, We will give 1t to thea,
but we must teke advantage of this little peace (armistice) to arm
ocurselves even more, to buy weanons, cannons, tanks and planes. The
Americens are beginning to weaken; one more blow and we shall drive
them out of Korea,®

On the basis of such talk as this, an office was opened 1in
Mogimien algo, as in all the towns of China, to recelive voluntary
offerings (money, cornm, rice) for the arming of China. There was
also in the town the office for "World Peace®, where everyone was
expected to go voluntarily and affix nils signature. For all prace-
tical purvoses, there wag no freedom: every office kept a regiester
of, and the Communist Party kepnt a check on, who had appeared and
who had failed to annear, and the conaequences were not rleasant
for ths latter,

domeone nsked where they expected to buy the tanks, the guns
and the planes, and the rerly was: "TZven in Americr,."

There was a great deal of talk sabout building airfields not
only in China but also in Tibet. A location frequently mentioned
in this connection was Kentse (100°«32° E, Greenwich), and the
latest rumors were that the zirfield there had been completed,
Lately, planes flying at very high sltitudes pasaed over oslmlen
cuite frequently, and 1t wes ssid thet they were going to Tibet,
to the Kantee airfield....

The
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The contributicns in meterial thinge were soon followed by
those in personal services, with the inatitution of the voluntary
military levy. As many young men &as noselble were taken from eaoh
family, excluding only the slok and the sons of lepers, A little
red signboard with the BAame of the new recrult was given to hies
family to hang in & »rominent place in his home, Actually, the
families, when not seen, cried over the denarture of their beloved
ones as though they felt that these young boys would never come
back. The Comrunists sald that these new soldiers would remaln in
the town; actually, one month or sc after thelir recrultment they
were sent to Tibet. Later, some of them returned from Tibet but
were gent to other places: some people sald against the rebels of
Mongkong; others, against the independent Lolos of Taeleange=chan;
still others, to Indochina and to Korea.

The soldiers write home very rarely; that is why thelr families
consider them dead as soon &8 they leave,

More then 300 of them left the Mosimien valley. But the
trouble did not end with the drafting of these men: every once in
& while the Communiste would "invite® someone to become & truck
Ariver, or to speclalize in some branch of the industry, and go to
fareaway nlaces. And one had better accept those invitations!

Also, the population was continually invited te volunteer its
services in the construction of the great military roads. People
were given sll sorts of promises; but we learned later that they
received barely enough food, and that their pay was being withheld
from month to month with the greateat of ease while they were rilsk-
ing their lives amid an estonishing waste of exnlosives used in
blasting.

At Loutingklao, in the course of one evening we heard hundreds
of blagts. The shortage of volunteers was made up with forced labor.

Of the people of Mosimien, more than one dled in these larpe=scale

road
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road construction works. The road from Jagaan to Tatsienlou was
wlidened twice its original width, and it was rumored that the
Comnunists intended to extend it to as far ss..., Lassa!

Fully reslizing the dsngers of their deadly program and almost
certain that an insurrection was to be expected, the Communlists
had foreseen everything and made preparations therefor.

First of all they forbade everyone, except those who had
spacial authorization, to rossess weapons of any kind., Following
this ben, whoever wreg found in unanthorized possesssion of weapons
was forthwlith sentenced to death.

Then, all land immediately adjanent to the roads and surround=-
ing the town was ocleared of trees and underbrush, so as to make
anbushes impossible,

The postal service was immediately taken over by the polioce.
Many letters and emsll parceles from my family were confiscated, as
were meny letters I sent to my confréres. However, they regularly
delivered L'OSSERVATORE RCMANC three months after the date of issue,
From time to time they would let s latter pess through, in ordsr tc
give the lmpression that the postal service was free. The same
sontrol, or even worse, prevailed over the mall of the Chinese
people, which presented no language 4difficulty, as 41d our mall.

The pdlice alao controlled gll bank operations; therefors,
they knew Just how much money ever? pergon in town reocelved,

Then, there was the box for anonymous reports; it was nlaced
at the entrance to the town, it was kept locked and wae always
under the watchful eyes of the Party.

Espionage was not greatly developed, but surely existed. One
svening Fr. Richard, of the Little Seminary of Lamas, notied€d that
a man was hiding under his window in order to listen to his con-

veraation; upon being discovered, the man jumped over the garden

wall and disappeared.

Moaimien
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Mosimien had no prison house; the Communists bullt two of
them and everyone knew that they made use of torture and thirde
degree questloning in order to extort confessions, ac8usatlions and
nameg of associstes. Those who came out of the prison trembled at
the thought of what they had seen and refused to talk about 1it.
However, one of them told us, among other things, that in winter
time the Communist myrmidons of the law would pour ice-cold water
down the prisoners' backs. The prison was dark, smelly, damp, with
low ceilings. The relatives of the prisoners were under compulsgion
to feed them, but before passing food on to the prisonsrs they had
to eat part of it in the presence of the guards, to make sure that
i% was not polsoned,

On one occasion some of the prisonersz succeeded in escaping
from the prison and took to the nearby mountains; but hunger forced
them to come baok, Ohe of them was immediately beheaded and his
head was exhibited in the public square; the others were again
locked up and subjected to increased hardship.

Tne local Communist Party had available & special courler
service composed of children who, at & moment's notice, were ready
to dash to any destination, swiftly and faithfully. By means of
this system the Comaunists are able always to keep in oontact with
one another.

The office of the Communist Party, which suppllied to the town
the combined services of our town hall and chief of nolice, had a
staff of gome ten persons, more or less; they wore blue suits and
took care of themselves quite well, at the exvpense of the nubllie.

It was they who orgsnized the big lectures and who decided on
the subjects to be treated each day at the nightly lectures,

In this kind of set-up the neople were unable to move and, in
& fatalistio sense, they accented the whole situsation,

D - A e s o D @D
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‘he Comrunists divided the people into various cetegories,
Lists of these various categories were made out and peosted for
nublic notice. First came the rich landowners with tenants, then
the rich without tenanta, followed in order by the welleto=do, the
mere workers, the poor, the wretched..., Lveryone knew his own
cutegory &s vwell as thnt of everyone else.

The first provision to be adonted was & law compelling the
landownere to refund to thelr tenants the derocsits they had re-
celved from them at the time the tensnts were glven possession of
the land, The manner in which this law was aprlied wae contrary
to human »rincirles. Those who had given paper money demanded the
refund in sllver! Worse yet, they demanded it within an unreasone
ably short time. It must be polnted out here that in actual Prace
tice it was imvossible for & landowner to receive even a small part
of hie tenant'e crops-~-what with en infinity of tavee, which ine
creaeed automnticelly ee he collected anything from his tenant.

The Communists set up all their offices within the grounds of
the Cetholic church in Yosimlen, also taking over the group of
bulldinge which &t one time had housed the Chinese Sisters and the
girls! orphenage, 1t tock them qulte some time to get settled, and
they wandered from building to building. They also set up an ofe
fice of the tax collector, equipped with = brand new welghing
machine, tlways ready., It was not a dependable macnine: nerfect
for small welghts, but inaccurate on heavy weights., Therefore,
paynent of texes wos always a hanharzard affair, usually ending with
the taxpeyer on the loesing azide. Taxes are always paid in the form
of wheat, corn or rice.

Then came the Draconian laws on sharing the wealth. Repre=~
sentatives of the reople, apnointed by the Communilats, called on
the very rich, the rich, and the well-to-do, on the basis of

sneclally
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specially prepared lists, taking inventory of everything and then
taking away all or part of the booty, according to the "people's*
verdiot rendered by the Communists, All the things confiscated
woere deposited in & pagoda (Tasasu) which served as a storehouase,
&nd on certain days the Communists dlstributed them to the populae-
tion. The large silver coins, however, were retained and turned in
to the government; 1in fact, there was an .order to withdraw them
from circulation and turn them in to the bank in exchange for Come
munist paper currency. It was pald at that time that all that
silver was earmarked for Russia to pay for armaments and economic
ald, Hiding anything was considered stealing and was aeverely
punished, as was anyone who destroyed anything, The government
owned all things; therefore, hiding something amounted to stealing
it; destroying 1t amounted to damaging government property.

Many wers those who, having sudfenly become naupers after
having worked hard all their lives, committed sulcide. We estimated
that over twenty such csases ococurred within a few months.

All those who came into dispute with the authorities, or who
were deemed “unjust,” %oppressors of the people, " or “exvloiters of
the people," eto., were committed to public trial and sublected to
insult, beating and torture.

The guilty person would be placed, 1n a kneeling vosition, in
the mlddle of the public square and all those who had a resal or
alleged grievanoe against him would comeé in turn in front of him
and would charge him with nis misdeeds, after whioh they would spit
at him, beat him and mistreat him. If he had been granted that much,
the culprit could answer with -oliteness and humility, but as to the
rest, he was not rermitted to react in any way. A Communist leader
superviged the nroceedings and saw to 1t that everything went along
nicely, Only the allegedly injured parties had the right to give
vent to their feelings; the others could not, unlesa recuested to do
80. There was a graduated gcale of migtreatment, its Jdegree
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depending upon the accused person, the mood of the nublio, the
supervising Comtunist lsader, and partiocularly the nature of the
charges,

Generally, the Communist leaders are ruthless while gathering
evidenoe, whereas in public they eppear to be quite moderate
pergsons, Fakers!

In some coses the mistreatment was inhumeanly cruel., A poor
devil went through the torture of having bamboo splinters stuck
under his fingernails...., Many were those who died as the result
of severe beating. I recall one 3i-haiekin, who, coming from the
triel, fell to the ground right in front of our electric power
gtation and Alied. The Communiets vromptly stated: “We did not
k11l him!®

And all this went on while nublic announcements were repeated-
1y belng mnde of laws forbidding "bemtings" and allowing one to
juetify his own mctions....! e always found this duplicity be-
tween “"government® law and Communist Ynractice," noting that the
ruling power lg reslly in the hands of the narty. .

These peorle's trials also brought & wave of aulcides, as had
been the case with the shsring of the wealth., Entire femilles were
winred out by this system in 2 very short time,

The political, military and social strife took such violent
forms from Christmes 1980 to “ester 1951 that there was almost no
family left which had not sufrered death, or imurisonment, or
forcible military service, or disastrous loss of nronerty. Tears
were running in torrents,

The inatitution of the fsmily hed lost ite importance: the
men who were still svallsble were alweys under narty obligstlons;
they would be called to work on collective nrcjects, or to attend
lectures, or %c rarticinete in -lunierings of homes, or to arrest

their former friendse--all of which kernt them always away from nome,
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At times they returned home in the evening Just long enough to eat
abite, then they would leave again in a hurry.

Feonle worked for fear of not having enough to nay the taxes.
The women, too, had to work in order to make up for the many hours
loet by the men in satisfying the foolish demands of varty life,

The Christians soon found themselves faced by & grave dilemma:
either to obey or to opnose the Communiste. In preparing the lists
of peasants who were to pillage the proverty of this or that rich
person, the Communists purvosely included the nemes of a few
Christisns. These would come to us for sdvice: "We Ao not wish to
stesl," they would say, "but what can we do? If we refuse to go,
we will be treated as friends of the enemies of the people!! And
80 1t was in many other cases,

s few of them succeeded, in & nice way, in being excused; many
of them, however, 414 go, and 1in the diviasion of the loot there were
thoee who experienced a feesling of satisfaocotlion, But there were
slao those who, deep in their hearts, felt thst they should, as soon
&8 poseible, return to their legitimate owners what was not theirs,

But these =sre exactly the things Comrunism atrives for: sharing
the wealth; triale by reople's courts; capital punishment; keening
the men as long as possible away from their families; to have aas .
meny persons as possible involved in the misdeeds of Communiem; to
dsstroy family love; to make the masses aware of thelr brutal strength
whioh recognlizes no reason, no nobility, no honest wealth.

In the course of a few months we witnessed some amarzing changes
of heart. But Mosimien, too, did not go without the classical Come
munist purges., At the beginning the Communistas even made use of
persons with a very bad reputatlion; then it was learned that this
one had been exnelled from the party and that one had fallen into
disgrace, In lamag, & newcomer into the Communist Party was put to
death on the strength of chrrges, brought by other Comrunists, that
he hsd taken advantage of his office to steal. Individually, the
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Communists are persons that can be dealt with; but as soon as you
have to deal with two of them together, one fears the other and
both become unyielding. The Communists are unjust by nature; but
if one of them is ofriclally accuased by another of being unjust,

or of seeing things in Aisegreement with the leadsrs' noints of
view, then they become relentless. He 1s punished without mercy!

Within & few months every social proﬂiem had been solved!

Everybody was a servunt of the Government, which was the absolute
master of everyone anAd everything. Orders and countereorders were
accepted without complaint. And with the same indifference, or,

to put it better, a senae of "fatalism,” the neople walted for the
long-heralded shsring of the land, although it was sctually alresady
under way since the Communist had arbitrerily taken land away nere
and given it sway there according to their own particular sense of
Justice, Laatly, I want to nentioa the case of ¥r, Sie, our nelighe
bor. Huving understood the situation, he donated eslmost all his

lands to his neighbors...perhaps in tecit agreement with them.

L2 12 )

AHE RELIGIOUS STRUGGLE

Mao Tse-tung hsad renlesced God in everything; neople thought
of him and sang his »raises, morning, noon and nipht, 7o tell the
truth, Stalin was not svoken of a great deal. All other religione
were belng eliminated, Some of the famous ragodss of the erea, such
as that of Tasasu, were converted into warshouses, and the nagan
children were taught to tske the idols from their homes into the
atreets and crush them with stones,

Not far from Otangtse, & nagoda was converted into a school and
all the 1doles kept in it for veneration were smashed and thrown away.

The bonzes were dilsmisred and ordered to return to their fanlilies
&nd go to work 1n the fields.

We hoped that aome substantial change for the better might take
place before the time set by the Comrunists for the eomnlete
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ersdication of the Cetholic religion (three years); meanwhile, all
of us, except Fr. Egidio M. Foghin and Fr. Stanielaus, who re-
mained in Mosimien, one as pastor and the other as male nurse,
settled in the leprosarium and eet up temporary offices there,

The Comrunists were "scnred stiff* of the leprossrium, and
this permitted us to live in relative peace, 'We hnd undertaken the
building of a new convent in Otangtse. We felt the need for it
because the 0ld Chinese house which we had been using as 1living
quartere no longer offered sny protection agairet raln and the
elements and was in danger of collapsing, since all its beams were
rotten; slso, our community had incressed in number and we were
never able to have the whole family together on some occasion,
First we took care of the lepers, of the Sisters' Convent, of the
church... and now, after twenty years, we also thought of ourselves,

It I am not wistaken, we moved into the new Houae Convent on
November 22, 1980, which was a 3aturday.

The new quarters were not completely finished inslde, but
every day we worked on aomething. Thie kept our minde occupied and
diverted our thoughts from the reign of terror which had gripped
the country; The Communists come often to watch us work &s masons,
carventers, ncinters, farmers., But the Comruniets feel that even
work is a useless thing., If you do not work, you are lagf; if you
work, it is becsuse, being rich, you wish to hecome richer., And 1if
you think that the Com-uniste car be converted by good deeds, you
are greatly milsteken: if you are a scoundirel, they broadcast 1t to
the four corners of the earth; if you are a salintly person, they
maintain that you are a oriminal in silk gloves, 4gainst the Come
muniste there 1s but one doubleeedged and extreme remedy: to pray
and to fight, putting into the fight all our sniritual and physical
strength, even our very blood, without comnromising!

The
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The Com:unist leaders--who at the beginning fooled the people
by working in the fields, but now saw no more need for it and
passed tneir time 14ling in their officeg-ewould teach the little
#irls of the Catholic church ocrphanzge the Comrunist asongs; then
they would send one of the little girls to Pr. Egidlo, who had
been relegsted to a small straw hut built inside the church next to
the mein entrance, to mock the gnod Pather: “Come, Father, the
Communists want you to earry the manure to the fields...! Come!..."
and she would run away laughing!

The men whc worked fcr us always drew better pay than anywhere
else, Had we committed any injuatices, we surely would have been
called down, but this never occurred, However, owing to the fact
that the Connunists were against the Turopeans in generale=and the
Catholio missionaries in partioular, whom they fought overtly and
covertly,-=-we found that the men wers afrald to work for us becauae
they feared being seen by the Communists. But most of the work had
been done by now, and we went on alone!

when the Comrunists issued the law to the sffect that the
landowners could not 4snand any tribute from their tenants, we proe
ceeded to cultivate by ourselves a plece of lrnd, nroducing, thanks
to the Lord, enough food for our needs.

At the time the Jomrunists ocame to Mosimien, the town had the
following institutions: schools (for boys and for girls); orphane
agee (for boys ané for girls); one phermacy; the convent for the
Chinese 3icters; the church; the rectory. Also, there was a house
where & number of poor neople, old and blind, were kept,

In Otangtse there was the levrosarium, with an ever-increasing
number of vatients: 1in 1948, the inmates numbered 150; in 1981,
when ve left, their number had risen to 292.

Near the village of Lamas there was the Little 3eminary in
Fr. Richard's oharge, with about ten seminarists,
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Up to Christmas of 1950, there wers a continuous succession of
visits &and inspeotions. At the leprosarium, they asked for one
1llst after ancther until they had us Alzry. They demanded full
ldentification of each inmate, the caase hirftory, the treatment
given and to be given., Besidea, they requested an inventory of the
supply of drugs and a list of those of ordinary use, But where
they really showed their inner selveay;as in their oonstant efforts,
at times made with cleverness and at times in the open, to find cut
where we got the means of keening our 300 lepers. Who was the
manager? ‘here 414 hie funds come from? Who wes glving so much
money? Was it the American or the Italian government? Or were
they vrivate donations? Did we have any gold hidden in the
leprosarium? And esoc on and so forth ad infinitum,

In order to ansver e£ll such questions in the name of us all, 1n
December Fr. Joseph went to see the underprefect in Louting. The
Communiat official spered neither admonition nor threat, caring
little for the real problem facing the lenrosarium: the caring
for the lepsrs,

Blood and gold: thias was the unsgatlisfied hunger of the
Communista!l

Following & pollite request, in the fall of 1950 we had to turn
over to the Communists one section of the achool bullding, then
another rocm for the collection of the taxes and the storing of
wheat and other grains. As was eagily to be expected, they ended by
taking over almost the entire Mission building, a thing which was
finally mccomnrlished in Zentember 19561,

On the feast of the Holy Innocents, by trickery snd force they
8ls0o occupied the church. They disnlayed the nicturss of Mao and
Tohoute, they rang the bells and, bearing with Joy, they held in it a
number of lectures, Then the Father had to clean up the mess they
hed left and all was as peaceful as befors; to nut it better, the
Father should never oprose them wheénever they saw it to hold other
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The church in Mosimien waz in a dilepideated cenditicn and nesded
much repair; it was not well suited tc the needs of the Communists, be~
sause in winter 1t was difficult te heet end in summer it lacked ventila-
ticn, ite ceiling being too lew., But we found cut that the Communist rre-
gram ccntained this recvisions at least cnce, Cormunist lectures and
mestings were to be held in every church and chapel, even in rrivste
charels, Their precise cbjective was the profenation of these secred
piaces, They alsoc went to the nrivate chapel of the Serin:ry in "emes,
where they not only held leotures but even zlept on the altar.

Their oratcry wes, as expected, directed toward the ‘mericens
and toward us, whem they considered the asgents of foreign imporiallse.
Religicn was & thing invented by the Rwroreans; 1inatead of rrsying, which
serves no rurpese, it was far better to work,

Toward the miidle ef Januery 1951 ell of us fereipners, brethers
and sisters of the religlous comminitiea, were celled to “.cutingkiac by
the nnlice suthorities, each of us to give an account, beth ormlly and
in writing, of his or her life from birth to date. It seemed s simple
matter; instead, the first rcund of  uesticning teok rme full weck, then
esme enother rcound which lested four days, Un thils occasion, they held
our -aasrorts and ordered us not to go .around calling on Chiness hemes,
but to remain slways in cur own quarters or in the Leprcsarium, thus
preventing us from earrying out any apostolic work, Fhen we were ;iven
this crder, an cld Cemmunist waas visibly rlessed and was laushing; Fr.
Joserh dered to noint cut that "anyone is free to believe or not teo
beiieve in God.® #hersupon the officer in charge (we lesrnad lster that

inecensed
he was s Christian) became/sni, with tongue in cheek, retorted: "Your
religlon apeils the heart of the Chinesge rectlel”

‘i@ venngsters wars congidered insufficiently ac urinted with the
Chiness langusge and were somewhst s-ared during the gnestiening, ve
hed tc use internraters to give an scecunt of cur lives in writin:, The
Coprurists gleetnd over finding seme error or discrerancy in ocur written
sheets; in such cases, they would order us to bezin sll over &s &

i shmefit
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runishment -- and there was a charge for each sheet of -aper used,

#e returned to Otangtse on Jenusry 26, he following day, & hord
of modmen broke inte the lerrcsariim, %e had bean crdered srme time beck
to refund the femcus deposit teo cur tenents, and the Covnw. sts had made
the rounds exrgrersting the value of 1it,

It sheuld be kevt in mind that the leased land belonged to the
Vicariete and not to us, snd that the meager returns had ‘o be shrred by
the lerrossrium, the schorla, the orphens an! the seminary.

/s had ne money te pey for this truly enermous form of taxatien,
Cur first mcve wes to bring the matter te the sttenticn of the Bishop,
with Communist permissien, 4 gzood old men, a Christisn, wes sent tec
Kangtin ;, but on the Yak akhen mountsins his feet became frozen end ha
ended ur in 8 hospital. Then ir. Iy, & schoolteacher, went to Kangting;
but the meney which the Bishop had requested from abroed (with rolice
rermissicn) for the peyment of the taxes had not yot arrived st the bsnk,
and it wss necessary to wait for it,

In lcsimien, the Communists were furious; they did net intend to
wait any len er or “isten to gny reason, They come to the leprossrium
snd toeck Pr, Morisenc end Pr. Gentile swsy with them es nestages, They
tock them to Tzeymng, 'n all truth, they 1id not mistreat them, but hed
them a‘ttmi/:crrible pecple's trial efter wiich csme the werning; "If yeou
do net make up your rind and -ay your taxes, e will do the ssme to .ou,
or even worael!"

It was then that we decided not to weit for the money frem the
Viceriate and notified the Scrmuniats that we would ney the taxes with
whatever we had.

Thus, on PFebruary 1, amid a greet i1s-lay of wespons, dess rs,
spears, and guns, the Coamunists ceme and took away evarything they decmed
mere veluable, after putting e ridiculcusly low rrice en it, Their beety
included blankets, clothes, kitchen utensils, olive cil, sult, corn, ete.,
stc. Similar cperations were conducted at the Xesimien issien and st the
Little Seminary of Lamas,

Only on these conditicns we were able to securs the relesse of the
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of the Cormunist leaders, then 1t was given to the varicus tenents
according tc their stated claims, isaturally, the Corrmuz-ist leaders 3id
not nagleet their own intereste.....

At first sisht 1t would seem that the peorle weuld bensfit from
these derredeticns and come out richer; actually, the thought of the
thingas which were ruined because those wic tock them hai ne need for them,
or beceuse they were thrown here snd there withocut eny csre, is indeed a
heertbrenking exneriencs, Teo ssy nothing of 3{1 the thinga which were
nidden away and then left there to rot, or of those which ‘n spite of
severe rennlties, wers rurpcsely destroyed by their owners who wers abeut
tc lose them., And the persens who recsived rurt of the "berty" were not
ccnsidered the owners of it, but sim-ly as "custodians® o *trusteas”,
resvensible to the governuent, It should not be forgotten that the men
were vary frequently awey from their families, traveling here and thers,
when they were not ;eruanently away after having "jeined" the army cr the
forced-lsbor gengs. It will be understcod, then, thet the depre rticns
and radistributicns were axmong the meny things desigmed te foel the peorle;
the things changed place but their rexl owner did not chenge, rs ~reved
by the frct that the Communiste tock them back whenover :ecessary. They
kept iterized inventcries of everytl.ing, and any time they needed scmething--
8 trol, e rig, a horse, etc, -- they just went wherever 1t wns end teco: it,
There were e longer rich peerle er -cor -seple: there were enly *men
sarving the governnent in everytiing®, with all their eerthly —cssessicas,
Thus, socisl preblems ne lenger existed,

desanwhile, starvetion was in store for us uiless the rood Christicns
hel~ed us secretly. The Communiats watched every person who broucht us
sometning and increased :is tsxes, =r -uing: “He has sc much that he e=n
glve it awey to foreigners,...{"

+8 begen to worry about the fate of the 300 lepers, # o would
provide for them 'nder these conditions? and we sew tho ‘nevitable ends
hunger would drive them to rebellien; thes would run away from the

lepresarivm
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1lepressrine {n search of food, ani the Commw.ists would hrld ue resronsible
for i1t. We would end up in prison eni the rror l-rers would -an be ¥illed
in the streets.

As cur sup lles ran lower snd lower, tro lerers rn: the comzunity
offered their cceseleas nrayers to St, Joseph,

In reply to our repeated -~leadings, the mder=rrafect of Leating
curtly informed us that he was assuning ne resronsibility for the ler-ors
and that we weuld find curselves in serirus difficulty if they left the
lepresariw: for any reason whatsoaver,

Thus cur fears meemed to be confirmed. Comrletely cut off from the
rest of ' e world, we cculd do nothing but nray and rray some more, tor-ther
with the lepers,

On the eve of tha fesst of St. Joseph, ¥ereh 18, 1951, a letler
ceme from the under-rrefect sllotting to us a new sup ly of wheat for the
leners! Mght days later, on the cctave ol the feast of St, Jrseoh,
ancther new allntment] Time went by, snd on the feast of the fatrcenege
of St, Joserth, atill another sllcimentl.....

5@ recelved only whest, and the lepers rlcc needed salt, firewrod,
clethes, ete,, etc,; but altheugh thie ruprly of ~heet wes wenger, its
yquality enything but good (it wes mostly metheesten), and the lepers naeded
so many ot' er things, the danger of stirvetlon had been cverccme and we
enw this =& nn cmen thet 35t, Jeserh weld tske cere of the noer le ors even
4f we nc longer cruld,

AGOA

fpom time to tire, by increlible menns, we received news of the
other missicnariss of the Vicariate of Erngting, and 1t w-s news thet
of'ten digturbed cur sleep and cur peace.

‘s learned that in every town, aven the sm=1lnst village, rec 1le
were being kiiled ruthlessly. 7e lesrnad that in the Yruteng velley,
end in the ucn,keng mountains where Tr. Charrier he ' his rissien, soms

7,000 partisens
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7,70 rartisana, without help from rutside, wers withstanding the con-
tinurus attacks of the Cqmw*xist army but ware dor~med te certain destruction,

Ta learned thet in Xensting the old and sickly Bishep had been
tried by a pecnle's court, hed bean ristrested and Imprizcned. A11 the
Chinese rriests, except cne, hed alsc bsen threwn inte rrison, end the
voungest of them was kept in handeuffs night end dsy. The ctheur foreign
pissicneries wera being held under survel lance in their livin: quarters
often consisting of -ne or twe reecms, and subjected to centinueus inter-
rogrtions and searches,

e leerned that all the Christians who wented to or could defend
th bisiip end the jriests in the public trirls hed been arrested in si=
vence; in fact, we learned thst cue lujenken wes rublicly insnlted by
his omn son, whe accusod him of being "e friend of the foreign bishep"
and ecked for his irreciste execution!

with the Bishep in prison and all the Fathers snd the twtlor
Chrigtisns rendered helpless, a Chinnse Cathelle Church independent
from Rcme,’z‘:zabliahad in Fangting, ZEverything was under the directien
of ths relice, snu the first objesctive cf thls noew detlenal Church wee
rothing else 'ut to seize 211 the property and institutlicns of the Vicsriste
end to ask for the lesth penslty or expilsica frem China for =11 the
foreign missionaries.

(ne day we learned thst 'dac Tse-tung had been msked wheiher 1t
vould be ed.isable ‘o hsve Msgr. Valentin, the Bishop, executed. le had

acerrding
rerlied affirmetively according tc arme, and_aegatively/to otliira,

ue learned elso of the des;icetls methods emrleoyad o7 the Cemrunist
pclice, Seme missicnary Pathers were made to =it b e desk on which the
policeman had lsid their pistols and amnu ition; in thet resitinn, 1g£ute;
were token to show that the zissieneries were in 1{)legs! :oaseasirn of

thoge wennons!

@ wor warned

RESTRICTED

Approved For Release 2003/10/22 : CIA-RDP83-00423R000300500003-0




Approved For Release 20Q35t@/22TA0IA-RDP83-00423R000300500003-0
- ¢o -

Ao were warned slso that tha police wanted to know the nenaing
of every riece of peper, every handwritien notation found in the rcoms;
therefere, it was prudent to destro; every paper, every note, in crder
to rrevent unpleascnt situetions.

4@ learned thet the Franciscan :ilssicnary Cisters of dery in
Xangting hai had their own Via Delercss, a lons cne indeed, =nd after
being disrossessed of ewerything, including the hospitsl, t ey had been
banished from C:ins,

another hit of naws which coused us a great danl cf sndness weg
that on the other side of the T'cng=ho River, in the Fulln area not far
from usg, o1l the lepers hud been ' nssecrod and thrown inte gquicklime
its or set on fire after bveing scaked with geaoline.

ind we knew tha® &1l this news, all these ru-ors, wer: true,
absolutely true, At times the victins themselves sent it to us, in
mierosconic letterssceees

The thought of whet was in siore far us -- aenrches, vxrminedicns,
tortures, rriscn, and perhaps death -- waes = real agony. e were rlwnys
exrecting the Conmwiist police, At night we wer: not sure whebher wo
woule & ain see the light of day; in the =meruing we did not krow whether
we would be still alive at sunset....! (nly cne thing was in our fuver:
we wove locnted in a secondary srea which was under the jurisiiet en of
the snecial rolice office of Kengling; theretore, the leenl Cemmmunists
could not teke metters intc their own hands snd ect in sccerdence with
their whims. But eben so, ~ur future wes uncertuin and derk!

<i:oil wo were orlled by tiac police to Louting, in Jenu-ry, te ive
accounts of our lives, we werse Jiven accomedsticas in a room of Tr. denc's
residence, Thet residence hrd been taken over by the Cemmuniots anc only
two rocms had been left for the perscnal use of Fr, Heng whe was, to all
rurroses, & riscner cf the Communists, continucusly wntched ans eont "elled,

The room adjacent to curs was the seat of tlLe Cormunist cell, and

we wers
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we were separated from it only by a wocd rartition,

During the ni-ht, there was continucus recket in that reom:
singing, rlaying the victrcla, lsughing, and from time to time an
interrurticen to pla: a scheme, hcld a trial, or take s decisien...

I remember the night of January 27, a Saturdays et abcut 9
o'clock, singing and record- laying ste:ped suddenly and everybedy wes
quiet, (ne by one the Cormunists (men and women) made their reckly
cenfessicn, rerorting the unususl cases ccourred to them and what thelr
vehavier had been in esch rerticular case, A man tried to Justify his
actirns and to hlame other persens; but enot er man, surely e Christian,
mede this remsrk: "Yon know well thet when ycu/%g cenfesaicn, you tell
the father confessor your cwn sins and not t'cse of the others....i"
Everybedy laughed,

wes

The meeting/: resided cver 'y en cld Communist,

Almost izredistely efter, we heard s sort cf ceurt in session:

a young Comrunist hrd brought his mother befere his leaders £nd wns
gsaying: "She is alweys scolding me because I wsni to live as a pood
Cermunist, tHow shall T deal with her?" iie ieard some vrices yelling:
"seat her ur, beat her np!" e sccused her of smcking oriwm, but she
denied the charges with grest ccurasge, TFinelly we heard the old lealer
say: "fis must not forget t st in China the lews of the zover: went orler
you to respect your rerents!® e cculd not understend how the rmetter
ended. Then the musie and tle singing stsrted ell rvor - gain,

Tater, the ncise sto-ped srsin, The leader begen te srezk; "In these
days the rich are bezinning tc be =fraid thet they will lese their weelth,
snd at night they try to hide everything they ern, in the hruses of riends
er up in the meuntsins, W#e rust watch the streets and the rceds, cone
tinnensly, and find cut what the ~eorle are cerrying with them ss they

go shouyt,® Then csme a few comments and remarks, znd agein the musie,
which was interrurted sbrurtly by the sp-earance cf & ~cer devil who had

bean srrasted
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been arrested for traveling from cne town to ancther withent the reynired
rapers. They treated him very hsrshly, and finally handed him cver te a
comprade who imrriscned *im in 2 rerm nesr curs, <hen the crmrsde returned,
they esked hims %*Did ycu lock him up?® foon “is effirmetive rerly, the
sin ‘ing end lsughing and sneering were resumsd, Then thegy sat down tc a
geme of cards while singing the Internati-nale.....

"Thie is what hepmend sv-ry night,” rocor Fr, .ieng tel! us.

From that day on we reslized that the atreets nnd rosds ware being
watched twice as closely as before, In fect, it wes forbi iden te carry
gealed letters from one tewn te aznother, and any asuch letters hsd to be
cpened and shown to anyone who wished to read them., 'ikewisa, it was for-
bidden to msend through the mail a sesled letter within encother lstter.

There was ne deubt that the ncose was getting tighter every dey,
and we tried to resign curselves to the ldea of the -iclent deeth tlat
probebly aweited us, Fr, Heng used ¢t~ tell me: "I hava no dcubt that we
aha1l be killed,... 1et us hope that thay will shecot us., But nerhaps they
will erush cur heeds with a rock....!" Then he would ba cverccome ‘¥ a feel-
ing of dejection that was heartbreaking. Xany a time, while welking elong
the walls of the leprosarium, I ssw myself lined up ageinst the well =ni tre
men of the firing squed peinting theilr guns at mo! 4ind the other members of
the cormunity, alse, st times in & joking wey end et times in =11 esarnestness,
tried ic beccme eccustomed to the ldee of viclent deeth,

Frllewing the rrecedure they had emrleyed in Kangting, where they
had arrested 11 the more couragecus and influential Christians before
acting ageinst the Blshop, ocne day the Comunists errested cur procior
in 4csimien and our teacher Ly at .outing, Thus, eur Fr, Eridie, the
rastor in desimien, found himself isclated and 1ike & lamb surrounded by
hungry wolves,

Little by 1ittle, the Communists had taken over all the !iissicrn's
bu1ldings, First the schocls were cloged, then the orrhanages, finslly

the Chinese
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the Chinese “isters ware sent back tc their original tewns hore and

there, where they were to renort to the Co~sunist chieftsin and hand

him a message of introduction.... This messege stated thet the bhesrer

was 8 Cethelic Sister, etc., etc. T is mennt that it wos nseless tr try
to move scmewhsre else and start 1ife snew... the Cemmunist nolice hed its
eyes on each cne of those sisters and would fellow h r everywhere,

In the Ceth-lic #issi~n of dcsimien only s few unfbrtunatoﬁkora
left, rcer old men who, up to that time, had been cared for by Tr. Enidio,
Instigated by the Communists, these mcor creatures demsnded from the
Father a "selary" for the services they had rendered te him during so
many years. Thus, Fr, Zgidio not enly found himgelf in destituticn but
deerly in debt to those whem he, cut of genercsity, hatl fed ani kept for
M&NY YeETS.... Unsble to carry out the ministry of his rriestheod, sni cone
tinucusly plagued by endless financisl rroblems, Fr, Ezidlo saw ne cther
way ~ut than to retire to Ctangtse, which he did towerd the end of ‘ay
1951,

By taking advantage of the freedom granted to him in erder to
ge to the leprcsarium, 'ittle by 1ittle he tr-naferred zll his rersenal
belengings to our convent, finally cempleting the meving cparation in June,

Fr. Stenislaus remeined in Moasimien with his phirmacy, which wes
used also by the Communists., There also remained a few cld perscns, who
managzed to stesl every single thing that was left thers=.

One day the Cormu:ists invited ell the old pecnle of the .dcsimien
velley to go to the "Grest .aticnal Old Peo-les' icme™ in the city of
Jagaan, which had renlseed Kengting as the caritel of 5ikang. Scme of
them went, others refused to go, and I do net know how the matter ended,

The Chinese Sistaers had always had with them an ~1d Tibetsn wemern,
On their dererture, they left tc the poor wemen s few thinge and » rig.

For the 01d woman, trat rig rerresented "everything®, snd she tock great
care of 1t an’ made calevlations in her mind,... but cne dry fr. Stanisleus
found her erying in despair. ‘ithcut sa-ing even cne werd to her, the
Crrmunist
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Communiast hrd taken awey the pig and killed it, “Go to Jagaan," they
told her. But she 4id not want to go because in that foms the old pecrle
were not rervitted te pray and to die as Christiens!

#jeanwhile, sorething of the seme order wss teking rlace in tte
Little Seminary of lamas, By rressure and direct or indirect threst, all
the seminarists were forced to return to their families, The e, tco,
yielding to Communist instigetion and teking advantage of t e =rrasecution
of the foreigners, one of the servants demanded an unjust ~aynent of salsry
before leeving, Orly Fr. Richerd, 4.E,P., rema ned there tegether with a
truly admireble old men who syent all his time in preyer. ‘lcw mw;ch srdness
in that plsce, once bustling with sctivity and the scurce of so much herel
The peor Father could not stend it any longer and he, too, came in June to
stey with us at Otangtse, which had become cur veluntery but &t the seme
time inevitsble concentretion camn.

In the Communists, t'e thirst fer blood goes hend in hand with the
thirst for gcld, They are robbers just ss much as tiey are surd rers,

After having & cused our ~oor prootor of all sorts of nisdeeds
and having inflicted upon him varicus sen‘ences ranging from a few nonths
in -rison to deat , t'ey ccme on several occesicns to Otangtse with the
evident intention of extorting from us what 1ittle we still had left,
bringing with them the poor man in handouffs, 1ike & coemmon criminal.

The Cemmunists told us: "Your rroctor nust pey 7 tens [ _7 for taxes}
1f the Feth-r will rey for him, we premise to free hir, but if the Frther
does not pey, we will kill him,"”

The elternative wes neither logieal ner just; but since the
Coemmmists had stoted their stand for ev ryrne to know, the resull wes
that the recrle weited to see what the Father woull now do for t'ls roor
mnn whe had served the Chureh for such a long ‘'me and had helped h': out
of many & ;rellcement, Even thcugh we were not sure t!at the Communlsts
would keep their word, we roid the tax (rr shculd T ssy the ransom) snd,

on August 24,
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on August 2., 1951, the procter lefti Mosimien to serve s three-yeer term
at hard 18boT...

At thig particular time the Communists wsre instigeting as many
rarsons &8 they could to demend from us ray-ent of imaginery iabts, alleged
back salaries, etc. They wculd rereat: *The Fathers must go away!" =nd
the res:lt was that many simpleminded reople were eager to lay their hends
on the rroverty left by the Fat ers.

Time went by and avery day the Communist program wes cleser teo
realigzation; there was nothing left but the famona "sharing of the lend.™
And we had the good fortune to witness this sharing, which was a ‘ong and
lebericus rrocess.

First of all they requested ell landowners to turn in the dseds
of their lands, then -- so it was ssid -- ell these deeds were burned.
ivery docurent pertaining te land owned had to be turned in, under the
threat of very mevers ~enalties. Then, all the land was surveyed.

They came also to cur place; they stuck e little red fas in the zlddle
of t.e {ield and proceeded to stretch the lines aleng the beundaries of °
our rroverty. The result of the survey was written down on s wocden tablet
wiich was later rosted on cne of the boundary linea. The survey shewed
cur orevert to be larger then it actuelly was, And this was the crse
with meny other fielde. HNeturslly, there were thege whe nrotested, and
the survey wss made over and ~ver, each time with & worse result. I do
not recnll whether ocur field was surveyed by 5, er 6, or more Adifferont
comhissions,

The injustice of these commissions was deliberste and rreerdsined
by the Communist chiefteins. In answer to the tsusl cmvl_atnta, cne day

' the Communists ceme out with the statement t st they had the right tec survey
the land before distribution, and thet their findings woul:d be finel, Thus,

they preceeded to survey a1l the lands of the valley, and t .eir comrutatiens

of the size of esch yrorerty always came cui larger than the actunl 1 Z@.eeey

in order
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in crder to incres: e the yleld of the land, to which hywotheticsl figure
was anrrlied the rule that three fourths of the :ield were to be turned
in to the Stote end the remaining cn.ﬁ'mn‘th was left for the neels of
the worker,....

At this ncint we lost :nterest in tle whele thing, since we

realiged that we had just sbout reeched the end of ocur rope,

D G hl

H o

‘m September 21, & dozen or so Cormunists, men snd wemon, ceme te
the leprcsarium sccompenied ~v the chief of rellee of Xsngting, They
eancunced that, in the name o~ the Covernment, they were teking over
the lep osarim end assuring the responsibility for its eperation,

Thay lecked for every jossible way to charge us riih scme misdeed,
finding ncens,

They demended an inventcry of our perscnal belongings and cne of
ths things which we considered es belengin - te "the comeunity®. They
eilc derinded » Yist of £11 the medicines we hed snd,.,exzetly hew nmuech
money wes in cur hands,

They ordered Fr. Stsnislaus immediately tc close the rhormscy 1in
Mosimien and to hand ~ver all the medicines, which wer: then brousht to
Otangtse, where the Comrunists had teken over the iistera' ccnvent,

e were ordersd to remsin confined in cur yuarters, sad armed
guerds ware rosted st the door, night snd duy, te prevent us free ialling
to the Chinese or dispesing of cur rerscaal things,

The lapers were lectured every day and incited tc tura ageinst
us and dewend that we leave the ecuntry,

Yvery mornin. ani evening the levers ha: to attend nestings to
ain. Communist son.s, instead of craying ns they did before; during the
day they hed to work....

£t fipst,
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At first, the lectures were held in the courtyard, ani then.....
in the church, which now was nothing but a rublic mesting hall, =s wsas to
be axpe'cted.

They placed together men nnd women, beys and girls, leeving those
who were gravely 111 in the most uncomfortable rocms; they forbade the
lighting of fires for heating rurpcses and the kee: ing of feoed breught
to the lerers by their relatives; they cut down the weekly food paticng
they tried to astir up the lepers by bringing up the most cutwrorn and
s1)ly matters...

God slone knows how many tesrs were shed in those days by the rcor
lepera, whe realized that t ay were deomed to be killed, if not directly,
surely !ndirectly by being deprived of the care they needed.

The heed of the Communisti commission was & veritable scoundrel;
he stole the morrhine intended for the lepers and used it himself, taking
as much as 80 centigreme a dey intrevencusly. nder the acticn of the
drug, he wenld stand up in ~ublic and leunch e tirade agaminst ua. +hen
we discovercd that he was stealing the mor hine, we formally repcrted him
tc the Communiszt velice, but we do not know shet wes the result of our
charges,

We had been derrived of every right tr be ccncerned with the lerers,
derrived of cur personal belongings, and kept always at tie iisrosal of
the Communists, ¥e exvected teo end up in orison., On Uetober 4, 1951,
at ncon, they interruvted cur meel and ordered us to sssemble in a rcom,
Brothers and Sisters together, There, the Chief of Police ordercd u: 1n
the name of the Government te be rut of desimien by 10 e'clock of the
fellowine day,

‘nly three Slstere and three riars were ordered to remain snd
wait for new crders.

In deverting, we fully understeod thet the reonle loved us and
that those who hated us were nly the leaders, becsuss such hatred wes

& ™rt of their
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{n October 5, at 10330 a.m., we left under ~~lice escert. In
saying zocd=by to these who ware remeining, T heerd them say: ™"iray for
us who vorhars shal) dle," And the lerers tcld me: % lease nffer the
Hely dass for us when we are deed,”

On our way, incredibly laerge crowds of recple came furtively,
fearing the rclice, from every country lane tc bid us good-by. Foor
reorle, their faces were disfigured by/§:§1y tears and agenies!

Each cne of us carried with hir, or her, & smsll velise filled
with rerscral things., %8 had sc meny thincs when we ceme, :nd nawée
hed tc leave like oriminsle, with enly & few personsl effects....yﬁut
evon if we had bean nermitied tc take more with us, it weuld have been
imrraciicnl in view of the long trip and the presrect of having te corry
everythin - ourselves,

At every city we hrd to 111 rut identificeticn rarers,useversl
times being requested 2lso to meke an inventory of everythlng we hed
with us,

4t cvery clty they searched rur vslises snd cur rersons. e
were kept under close watch end custody at all times end in s1l vlaces,

. In locainien end in Leutingkisme we were made to rost public netices
to the offect that we, berbarisns that we were, havin to get r~ut of
Chine in 20 days, were serving { nal notice on anycne who had claims of
any kind cprinst us to come forwerd and subwmit such cleims.....

In Jeiean we were handed cur Coxmunist -assports, scod only for
leaving Chine and to be presented to the leocal noliee in 81l the cities
along our way,

Uur group ccnsisted of 5 Fr-nciscan #issionery Cisters of dery,
cne Father of the Foreign Missions of Paris, and four of us Franciscans.

The schedule ef cur trivn was as follows:

October 5 - departure &t 10330 a.,m., on feot;

0 7 = srrival at Leuting, in the evening, Crnsiderable amcunt of

checking
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checking here;

Octcber 7 - departure for Jagsan by truck, in the mornings
" 10 - errival at Jogesn, 1n the evening. Checking by the nolice;
* 13 = norning, departure for Chengtu snd arrival there in late

evening;

" 14 - eerly marning, deverture for Chungking by stage-coach;
* 16 - evening, arrival in Chungking. Specisal juestioning herej
" 19 - evening, boarding ‘he boat going dewn the B'ue River;
¥ 22 - arrivsl at Benkecu in the evening;
" 23 - in the evening, departure for Cnnten - ilongkong,by train;
® 26 - at ncen, arrivsl at the iengkong border,

From Canton to the Hongkong border we were se-rched three times;
they tock away from us all the money we hed, giving to eech ~f us, in
exchange, the equivelent of about $1,50,

Bafore the devarture and during the trip fros ‘osimien to Hongkong,
I made the following observeticns:

T know that the Lolos in the csimien valley submitted to the sherin:
of the "and; but the indepsndent Lolos of the Taleangssn region would not
have it, and it was sald that forcible measures wera being considered.

The Communists were more indulgent with the Tibetens, and, as we
were leaving, I heard that they were beginning to put pressure en the
Tibetens to have them attend the lectures (the first step in the lon
Coumumist progeem).

I heard also that tle Lemas of Tibet had placed the image of iao
Tse-tung among the idele in their temples and were shewaring rraise cn
him every dsy, thus oring to be left in peace.

Cn&he metor-road Jegesan-Xangting I noted & h avy traffic of brand-
new Rusaian military vehicles, which are yuite fast. It is ssid that these
vehicles carry supplies to the military storehrusesz in Tibet.

Before reaching Jagasn, elcng the road we saw cur former rroctor,

working in the
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werking in the forced-lebor gangs.

%e roted thcusands upen thousands of persns engaged in forced
labor thrcughout China, bullding or repgiring roeds, brldges, ete,

In Jogaon (now the caritsl of Sivang), er Octobor 12, et 5 P.ms,
4n front of the police headquerters building, we saw cns of the forced-
lsbor gengs pess through the eity. One of the men fell to the ground,
exhsusted; by orders frcam the escorting solider, the others grabbed him-
by his coat auu dragged him awsy, like a B88CK.es o

Sems 40 km, from Chenytu, en immense new nilitery cirfield was
under oconstruction,

Potween Chungking and Chengtu e single-track railrcad is being
built. In GCetober the work wes half finished. ¥e noted two forelgners
and heerd thst 4 ey were Russians,

Twe heurs before resc' ing Chungking we went through ¢ magnificeat
town, all newly built, with sn excellent field for military training,

The town secmed an immense eggregeticn cof militery barracks.

Wiile we were embsrking st Chungking, & Commu ist girl twice
attampted to teke her 1ife by drownings the other Communiats seved h
both times, |

it ienkeou, as we were wrlking along cne of the stirects at 8 in
the morning, we sew a deai man on the sidewslk, iis herd split wide oyen,
Ko one raild any attention to him,

The Communist propagends agminst Americes is incredible. Enormcus
placards are seen sverywhere; usurlly they sre in the form of esrtecns
showing ccntempt for, sad csating insult upon, Americe while exnliing the
new Chins, On one ~f thess —lacards I sas devicted an American seldi-r
esting, ke & real cennibal, the remains of a des!® .crih Xoreen zeldler,
&nd a Chinecse who w=g wrestling from his mouth a ~iece of the dee: srldier's

6T, esee+al1 that was left of the American meall

In the interior
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In the intericr of China the Comrunists sre badly armed; lerpe
Mauser ristcls, cbsclete rifles, snd here end there & few submschine s,
but not in great numbers. I cannet say whether they have other weeprns
ready in their arsenals, Cften we saw scldiers and sentrles carrying very
clumey hend grensdss of the type with a wooden handlas.

dgar Chengiu-Chungking we met many men of the #th Army; they
traveled on fcot and by mule-drewn wegens (three mules for each wagon).
Their rrmonents seomed pitiful to us, “lso, towsrd the Scuth we savw a
nymber of trucks (not Russian) of the 3rd Arm . I do not know whet thay
were carrylng or what their destination was,

Hear Cunton - dongkong we noticed that each Communist weeg ermed
with two revclvers; a large cne carriei cn the rutside snd & smell cne
carried uwider the cost,

These are my lew and sad re:zcllections of Red China, And none
of us will uver forget the li-ense, cvershelming jcy we felt on leaving
the Chinese soniries anl being able to shake hands with the Hritish cnes.

_ In idosimien we had read the famcus bock "I Choss Freedom!® There
is truth in that book, absclute truth so far as the Comunist weys ere
concernel, In regaining owr freedom, we felt happy es little childrsn end
over come by aa emctlon which cne experiences but few times in his life.

Dut an observation becsme timely at ¢ is time: the number 665,

(ne day, in lcsimien, -~ne of tle lepars offered me a cigarstie;
it wes & new brand, In China there is no toheceo zonoroly and a profusien
of brands 1s found everywhere. And the Cowmnunists have corte’ z1l the
trands of American cigarettes. low, this new t'pe ses not ziven n name
but a aumber: 656", He exanined it clesely; it was "666" witlout deubt,
for the rosition of the writing and of the design on the package indlcsted
that it cculd not bo 999, I had, right then and there, the idea of taking
a semple of 1t cut of China; 4n faot, I :ave this samrle to the Custodian
of the Lateran Museunm,

It hanrens
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Tt happens that 666 is the fatal number of the Besst in the
Apocalypse, Cem-:nism is convinced that it is ‘he fatal epocalyvtie
beast and brags about it.

Ax;d verily, in the vericus pelice offioers, in the wvarirus laws,
in the cross-exanminatiocns, in the searches, the erbitrary confimentions
of vroperty, the taxes, the arrests, the executions, the tortures; in
the politicsl, religious, socoial and military strife, ~ne can slways
detect a Being which cne feels but cannot see; a Being which is rersonsl
in its impersonality snd imperscnal in the persons of its agents,

Anycne who has come ncross him knows him: it 1s He, it is
"G66"! It is the *Criminal® who rej-ices in trimrhing over every: hing
good by his evil deels!

THE REHND
3t, Franols Convent
Cittadella (Padun)

March 10, 1952

/s/ Tr, Candide Rechelli, OFY,
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