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1. 0o Sunday, November 23 [ 1y52 7, Baghdad was the oﬁm -
revoit which for s moment threantened %o endanger the lives of the
Americans sgd Xuropesns. Iemonstrations led by students had alresdy
occurred the day before but they bad been rather orderiy. On Sundsy
well organized radical elements took over and mobs arwed with sticks,
stones and guns marched through the strdets. There was smuch destructicn
such ns that of the US Informaiion Bervice building apd the office of
the British-run Irag Times. Folice, befors they disappesred eompletely,
were attacked and murdered. For = few hours, Baghded, the capital of
Irag and & city of more thap hsif e million inhabltants waited trewbling
for further developments. But in the later sftermoon the army moved in.
soldiers, tenks and even cavalry along with the chlef of the Army.
General Muriddin ¥Mahwoud sccepted the invitation of the Hegent to fors
a new cabinet., On Mondsy there were still poisy deronstrations; nons
carrying the dead and waving bampers with snti-western inscriptions,
hut the danger hed passad. Martial law wms declared and ourfew
announced Trom sunset to sunrise. The revolt wus over. Nevertheless,
what happened 4id shock the wastern vorld for s moment as a bloody
warning that the Middie Bast was fermemting, pertly because of its own
problem, partly because of Comsanist efforts inspired from behind the
Iron Curtsin; the not so cold Cold War. The follovwing is sne¢ffort 1o
formulste reascms for the unrest. A story which with some changes
smild be applied to other Arad countriles.

The First Ispression

2. Tae first ispression of Baghdad and of Iraqg in general is
quite disappointing for anyone who expects elther the glamour of the
time of the Abdasid Khalifs or the efficlency of & modern city. Cairo,
Ankars and Beirut are In part western and in their styesmllined sppearance
are even guite impressive. Naghdad 1s still, to a large axtent the
neglacted orient, with sowe not always too successful efforts to
modernization, It is Filthy sud it smelis.

3. Outside the main streets and the residentisl guarters with
thelr modern srchitecture, people live in poverty in mudhcuses,
roasting in suwmer with dally maximea up to 120 degrees and trying to
keep warm in wintar when the thermometer may drup below freezing polnt
by piling scrub sgainst the wslls. Principles of mclern hyglene are
sadly ignored. Dust covers the food and drisks apenly shown on the
cidewniks or in the stores while part of the water intended for drinking
has been used Yefore for other parpnses. Mortslity is high--even up 1o
80 per cent for badiep~-and (iseasss, especislly of the eys and skixw,
ure gverywhere in evidence.
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4. Miserable locking bveggars wake life unpleasant fur the shopyers.
The main hotels are fairly confortable bul the food is poor from a
westarn point of view, and claime made in sdvertisements of being
luxurious, wmique and superlative are, to say it nildly, without
foundetion. The vieitor is greatly ssmoyed by the buresucratic red
tape and the lack of efficlency. For imstance, it toock seven weeks
0 gat & trunk Trom Basvral 4o Boghdad--u distance of 12 hours with
several traine running daily; and 26 officisls had $0 eign the papers
befors the trunk was relesasd by the railroad and custom enthorities.

3. DBtrapgsly emough, most of all this is soon forgotten or per-
bapz taken for granted. The shift from & primttive oriental world,
which through centuries of forelgn rule snd neglect huas lost its
glitter, into & modern civilization is too d41fficilt & change %o be
a success In such & short time., In fact opne experiences a picture of
both elementes highly tinted by the Iragl himsel? who has remained
friendly, hoapitadle and courtecus. He opeus his house to you and
shares the little thers is. He tries to express himself in English
{few foreigners master Arabic) with often funay results. The nevs-
paper doy who says goodbye when he greets you in the morning; the
waiter wvho answers your “thank you™ for a service vendmred by saying
"Thank yourself” and the roozboy who introduces himsel! by saying
"1 am your cheubernait’ sre only a few examples of a conastant source
of plassure.

6. The red tape and the hours epent in offices waiting for a
dgnature are softsned by numerous cups of coffee or samll glasses of
tea, although evesn my patiente was a little on edge vhen, after
sittinngmﬁimMme&nM,:mW“ﬂw
are in a terrible hurry, vhy don't you come beck later . ALl that is
Iraq: the evil end the good, but the latter prevalls.

7« On the alluvial lowlend of the Euphrates and Tigris rivers,
80 called Mesopotamiz, is supposed to have been the location of the
Carden of Bden. The plave hus certainly all the attributes foor thatee
tmhmmammmmhmmammmg
provided water is svalleble; in this came, sither by natural floods of
the rivers or vhat iz better, by planned irrigation. It is in this
ares thal one finds evidence of earliest culture based on control of the
river watars. iven pow ome looks with amazement st the evidence., There
was the storage dam some 30 miles 1in length vhich made a huge reservoir
between the Buphrates and the Pigris, serving at the same time as s
waterbarrier sgainst inveaion from the north. There was the glgantic
Nahruwan Canal, 180 nmiles long, %00 fest wide and 17 feet deep which
gatedﬁmmw%@mmﬁwﬁﬁmwmﬁemmw

B In this reglon the great swpires of the part grew up--Bumeris,
Babyloniz snd Assyriz; a sequence of humun progress interrupted by
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pericds of stagnation and decay. It was later in Baghdad that early
Islamic eulture resched ite pesk when the Abbisid Xhallfs made that
city the center of art snd kmowledge. But that empive slso collapesd,
destroyed by the Mongols in the thirteenth century. Two hundred years
later the Purks came and stayed t1ll the end of the first World war.
%hen the Turkes left thera wers fev remuants of ancient preosperity--silited
trrigation canels and mounds of rubble vhere once clties prospered.
Tihe population was sparse and most of them misersbly poor. Only in s
fow spots where nature took care of itsell were conditions better. In
the south, for instance, sround Basra, the incoming tides of the
Parsian GQulf force the wabers of the Shatel Arad, confluent of the
Buphrates and Tigris, to overflovw their banks snd o irrigate the
world's largest concentration of date palme. In the north along the
foot of the mountsains separating Irsq from Irsn and Turkey, the winter
raing sre sufficient to permit the cultivation of whast and bariey on
the level land and the raising of grapes, pesches, apricots and nuts
on the valiey slopes. That is the howe of the Xurds, vho often fought
the Arabs to the south in bloody quarrels. But, othervise, the land
was oither steppe or desert where wandering Bedouln tribes wander with
their herds of camel, gheep and gouts in search for food and vwhare
only a few coslis with their palms and citrus trees bresk the monoliony
of the pisin.

J. Towns were small, seats of the Turkish officlals. Jewlsh merchants
controlled most of the bhusiness in the bazssrs. Ronds were mere timcks
and 1t was not before the erd of the first dorld %or that a railroad--
the famous Berlin-Saghdad line--connected Irag with the rest of the
wvorid,

10. Bchools could only Be found in the laxger citles; the overvhelming
majority of the people ware illiterate. 4 few of the upperclass, the
lesders of the later independence, studied abroad preferably in Istanbul
or Paris. Diseade checked any incresse of population. It wue & stagnant
economy vhilie not 80 far away western Purcpe ruse to ita peek of
industrial power. Baghded, once & eclty of two zillion inhabitants, had
irepped to a mere forty thousand. A« one writer puts ft--" . WS

_the remotest az well as under the shabblest of the wilaiysts (Provinclal
capitals ) of the Turkish stste.

Iraq at Present

il. Look at Irag now, thirty years later, and see the change., The
area under cultivation has inecreased six fold; thanke to large barrages,
new irrigation cansls and 4itches snd thouzands of pumpe along the
river banks which supply water 4c the sdjacent lowland., %Pv¢ chlef
factors faver irrigation--one ia the fact that il & lowland rivers bound
by thelr natural levees flow above the surface of the land, which of
sourse facilitates irrigation and the other that the Bupbrates and
Pigris in twm ¢iffer in slevation snd that the flow of water Letwesn
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them 1s oasily accomplished. it present, tweuly Five per cent of ths
potentisl cultivable ares is under erops bvut that percentage will
increase when new schemes are finished., At the sawe time svamps are
being drained and rice replaced by wheat and barley, which uses less
waler. Salt ecerusted soils are weshed aod Pat baek 1o production.
cventually every drop of avalleble water will be nsed.

12. In the experimental stutions studies are made for better
seods and better livestock methods to cowbat dimense wre fsmproved.
While thig ummhﬁmfmuwmm. Host of the agile
eﬁtwﬁlmﬁ%ht!a%afs&aihh&aﬁofmmmﬁrm
puaps. The temunt receives uot much more then ocae Tourth of the
value of the ¢rop he produces; the rest goes to the owmara, to the
state or is used for upkeep. He in accordingly in debt (intarest up
to 30%) end is unable to repay it, which mekes Mim sven wore dependent.
s one author puts it “The bulk of the land has come into the handsg
of » ¢lass from vhom no leadership inm agricultursl methods can be
expected and whieh i# tyrsnnous, callous and oppressive”. This hargh
statement is rather t00 genersl beesuse there are mEny owners much
interested in the plight of thelr tennants but often it is true. With
&n average income of about 383 a year, spent on simple ciothing, low
grade tobacco, sugar end tea, the farmer lives not fur above the
subsistence level snd often below it. Crop ylelde are low; much too
low for crops under irrigstionm.

13. %o make all these chungesand improvesents & great deal of
capital is needed butw-and here domes the sllefwportant pointe-~the
money is available, thanke to the profits received fros the oll;
rmywemtmmmtmmarmmm@aﬂu. The o1l
resources of Irag are imsense; the reserves st the Rirkak oilfisla
amwounting reportedly to 1,000 million tons and those of ithe less
well explored fields near Besys offering parhaps equal promtise. Irag's
economy 1s indeed floating fn oil and 1f rudicsl elements do pot force
nationalization of the fields which would unsveidably lead €0 a sharp
decresse {remewber what happered in Mexico) the immediste future is
#38uUred,

b, The Irmg government visely savwarked most of that mosey for
economic lmprovement and created the Development Bourd vhere Iraql -
and forelgn experts plan for the future backed by a capital of six
hﬂl&mv&amumrtmmmum. There will be more dams ani
production methods. Thare 1z, however, ope point to be considered.
msrmterpsﬂafmmiswrsramrmﬁrm It will
eventually solve poverty and muke Irsg s prospercus densely populated
nation. But there is alsc the danger that the patient waiting for
these benefits will die before that prospexity is reached. In other
wvords, would 1t not be better to use a W&m&a&e for lmmediate
relief such es better housing, medicel hely ani ingrorcs saicmiicat
The people are tmpatient; they want to see results and swprisingly
the Development Board & not popular.
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15. There are other things t- be corsidered when looking at
Irag st present. Isclation is a thing of the past. Hoade connect it
with {ts neighbors and their quality is improving even if at pragent
iraveling by car over most of the roads is a slow and not too pleasant
process. A trunk railrosd line leads to Turkey aid beyond that to
Burope. The alrfields of Basra and Baghdad, stops on the lines from
Surope to the rest of Asle and Australia, are among the busiest in
the world. Industries are deveioping in the chief eities and the
Baghdad skyline shows the emoking chimneys of factorles using locsl raw
waterials, Schools, some of them with quite modern buildings, are _
incressing rapidly in nusmber although in manyrurs) districts the children
cannot afford to go to school. The sany colleges in Baghdad will
eventually be united into & single aniversity. JForelgn experis have
been culled to help in many lieids~-asgriculture, fishing, engineering,
medical service and Iin education. Baghdad 1s crowded with thew and
not all of them bave been put to work becauge of lack of feciiities.
Interesting ie thst Poinmt Four is mot popular at all in spite of the
good work dupe by the specialist who came under that progras. - Many
Ireql regard this as & gesture of charity vergus & backward nation
and are most senaitive about that. They would prefer to pay for the
wen they need and not receive 1t ez a gifs.

16, meanvhile young Iragl are sent abruad to be trained and in
the near fature no foreign help will be neceggary. Sverywhere sre signs
of progress. PBeghdad 1s growing rapidly end is sgain « large eity
spreading out on both sides of the Pigris. Most of the 12,000 cars
of Irsg sesm o spend their existence driving up and down Rashid street~-
the main thoroughfare, and because all of them toot thelr horms, Baghdad
may be the world's noisiest eity.

iT. Of ecourse, in their sagernese & &0 ahead, nlatakes are mode,
Buildings arise, which are of no immediste use. Por ianstance Beghdad
bas now = beautiful rallrosd stotion but the raliroads bypass it at a
distance. An iwpressive gate with anclent Assyrian ornements asent
%o be the entrance to a mussun lesds tc s mudfield; the museun wee not
built. On the other side the College of Arts and Sciences is housed
in a bullding which in the United States would be regarded unsuitable
for any kind of office, vhile in contrast stresmlined grammnny scehools
sre found in meny villages and swall towne. But that 18 typieal for
the growing paing of & young nation becsuse not all changes can be
wade overnight and a great deal slready hes been sccomplished,
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